MOURNING COVERS

PRE-1850s

The earliest recorded covers date from around 1820 while this showing starts with 1832. After
a timid start use of Mourning Covers grew rapidly and by 1850 were established in Western
Europe and North America. Peak usage was around 1900, but with World War | and the Great
Depression their use tapered off so that today they have become a rarity, except in Western

Europe.

This exhibit traces the changes in size, style and character of Mourning Covers from pre-1850s
to post-2000s.
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Boston to Washington, DC —
1852. American internal rate
of 3 cents.

British internal rate
of 2 pence.




1860s

By Steamer “AustralAsiana” to Dublin
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Pard in Tuii (Fraco) from German Confederation in 1869



1870s

A Malta ship letter
of 1863 to
Constantinople.
Charged 4 pence
Postage
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Sandhurst (British Military
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Austria to
America 1884

From Italy
To America 1883



1890s
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United States
2 cents
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Overseas
South Africa to
England.
2 pence
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Netherlands to
Great Britain.

At 12-1/2 cents



American
Commemorative
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From
Switzerland

to France.
Ordinary Postage

From
Switzerland
to France.
With 1915
Censor tape.
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Germany, underpaid
with Swiss
Postage Due




1920s

Older
“Germania”
Issue
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R Newer
“Notables”
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To the Stationmaster
in the “Hohenzollern”
District




1930s

Unusually large mourning cover with broad border.
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1959
France to
Canada
Airmail for
3.5 franks
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1954 France to Canada — oversize cover for 6.0 franks l 2'



1960s

From France to Germany
Using a commemorative stamp



1970s
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Unsealed letter rate
With semi-postal stamp
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1980s/1990s
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POST 2000s
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A commercially generated oversize Mourning Cover
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