1942 USS
Hornet

A Tale of Two Hornets  ©+ . c.. st oav coves

1942 - 1943 USS Hornet (CV8) sunk. CVI12 Launched

1943 CV-12 in Drydock for Completion + Sailor’s Fan Letter

P, g e i . . i R — ——— il

HAVY DEPARTEENT

alty for privabe USe

(U.S. Aircraft Carriers - CV 8 and CV/CVA/CVS 12. Becoont ors vt ctmiiiing & e

COFFICTAL BUSINESS

The Judge Advocate Generzl
Navy Department
Washington, D.C.

TR S

Doolittle Raid on Tokyo
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© Harrison ave, First day cover with the cachet, cancel and stamp all using the same illustration.

Free mail and cancel from the USS Bristol with text: "Hornet Sunk"

On 26 October 1942 The USS Hornet and USS Enterprise and other ships fought the First Battle of Santa Cruz Islands.
Japanese planes located the Hornet first and with seven miutes it was hit by two damaged suicide aircraft, seven bombs . ) , . . T
and two torpedoes. Meanwhlle the Hornet's planes had found the Japanese carrier Shokako, and their bombs put it Official Penalty Mail from the Hornet in Drydock ar Newport News, Virginia

out of commission for over a year. The USS Hornet sunk only 1 year and 6 days after its commissioning. — A A

USS HORNET (cv-12)
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Belding, Mich, On | April 1942, 16 B-25 Bombers were lifted by crane to the deck of the 157 day old USS Hornet, CV-8, Essex class
Aircraft Carrier. On 18 April 1942 these bombers took off on a one-way bombing run from the deck of the ship for

a 30 seconds over Tokyo mission to prove to the Japanese government and its people that it was not the safe bastion
which they had believed it to be. (No covers are known to exist for this secret mission The Hornet left from Almeda, CA).
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This cover commemorates the Commissioning and the First Day of Postal Service for the USS Hornet (CV 8) .
The 1% cent postage stamp was the 3 class greeting card rate af this time.

TANC I 8CO,

The purpose of this exhibit is to show the contributions of these two aircraft carriers,to several historical IRNTA

activities of our nation,and how the loss of the first U.S.S. Hornet created the second due to its short, but
important, role in World War Il. This topical exhibit uses a combination of covers and stamps to tell this story
in a chronological sequence. Since there are no known previous exhibits on this topic, this collector had to
locate a variety of covers and then research to determine what activities were undertaken by the crews aboard
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LAUNCHING

MI1ES MARIA MONTEZ

these ships on those dates. Before the viewer starts to follow this exhibit, the U.S. Navy ship designations: CV; UNIVERSAL STUDIOS, .
CVA; and CVS, must be explained at this time. “C” stands for Cruiser. Because the original carriers were HOLLYW/OOD
- (R} LY 3
built on converted cruiser hulls, they retained the “C” designator. “V” is the letter the Navy assigned to
heavier than air, aircraft. A suffix “A” shows that the carrier has been deemed an Attack vessel. A suffix “S” CALIFORNIA
eavier alfl air, airera suin . 5 : = r 5 - AT NEWPORT NEWS VA A
means that it has been outfitted for anti-submarine warfare.
Following the actions of these ships in times of conflict, this exhibit illustrates the Hornet's participation, three Jmn{:'-, H II:’“_OI_‘“IE Wi s e S * U.S.S. HORNET # i o o Ko f S
times, in the recovery of Apollo spacecraft, followed by its final decommisioning and its near scrapping, but BACK vath AN ndRanied 3 Seconcs Ovir Tokyo. WASHINGTON, D. G, | PERSONAL
its rescue to survive as a floating museum, While many of the covers are difficult to locate, four of the five A S L A
: . : ’ . . i . ; ; ; ; - ou Fan Mail letter ta Maria Montez, *The Queen of Technicolor™. 2 July 1944
covers which are difficult to find, are known to be scarce due to this collectors’s 52 history of collecting Commemarative cover signed by five of the last seven Doolittle Raiders. All have since passed away. : = =
Astrophilately. These five covers are identified by a red dot @ near the upper right corner of pertinent covers. Almeda, California is where the CUS-12 Hormet, can be seen today as a nusenn ' The Hornet left Norfolk, VA 4 February1944 arriving at San Diego, picking up 2,000 woops and 250 jeeps which
This exhibit also honors the men who sailed aboard both of the Hornets, in peace and in war. God bless them. Ledby Lt Col. James Doplittle, the plfmes hﬂd_ o Iandmgsl. I Chig, but SAvng Deck SpOttes sty ey FARERINY A (CT44) were taken to Pearl Harbor. On March 8, 1944 the Hornet left for the Marshall Islands arriving on the 20", The 1*
o S ) launched from the USS Homet 250 miles earlier than planned. The surprise attack was somewhat successful and the The keel for the new USS Kearsarge (CV-12) was laid on 3 August 1942. The USS Hornet (CV-8) was stricken from the |  Japanese aircraft shot down by an F6F Hellcat from the Hornet on March 29", The Battle of the Philippine Sea began
Headers on each page show the year(s) of the activities represented and the activities which the covers ;ibc;mber_a:d ?1'} -:;i:r members dg?ﬁ@d jzgqneéi t'tm En—s: ia;;;ﬂad 1n::11:s:: 1nd th: Crew was Janlzf:l,dThf; ather 15 records on 13 Jauary 1943. A decision was made to re-name the keel to the USS Hornet (CV-12) on 21 January 1943. On|  on June 19" and Hornet's aircraft shot down 52 of the 378 enemy aircraft de stroyed in what was called “The Great
. s mbers either ditched at sea or crash landed in Lhina where villagers helped them Four crewmen died and seven 30 August 1943 the partially finished carrier was launched from Virginia by the Secretary of the Navy, Frank Knox, and Mariana’s Turkey Shoot.” On Julv 2™ the Hornet arrived at ITwo Ji - . ;
represeni. Also, they indicate which Homet with which Navy designation took part. were captured and killed by the Japanese. Japanese killed many in Chinese villages for helping the Americans. his wife. His words were: The Hornet is dead. Long live the Hornet. : ’ 0T DRt Aow 10 Rl e e R 4
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GM TBF Avenger

60th Anniversary of
The Battle of Tarawa

Joseph R. Kirsteln
1164 Butte Ave.,
Steubenville, Ohio.

Recommls
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In April 1945, 900 aircraft, mostly Kamikaze, attacked the US fleet. Most Japanese planes, 3 destroyers, and 3 6 August 1945: A B-29 Bomber piloted by Paul Tibbets, dropped the first of two Atomic Bombs on Japan in an

Right: Grusman F6F in a dog fight with a - - i
Japanese Mitsubishi AGM-5 Zero at Tarawa nar : R g : i - 3 ffi he J t itul
—_ : Gummen supply ships were sunk, while the rest were badly damaged. Hornet pilots attacked the super-battleship Yamoto with elrart to get the Japanese government (o capituiaie, . Censorsd cover from AFQ 1. ) @ _ , : s
EY sNokemer 143 ; SO0 S SRR other aircraft sinking it with 2,700 on board. 4/15/45: Hornet pilots shot down 45 aircraft ending up with 245 planes Thiz coner, s H{gued 0y Fiaw} T\sbets and. “Doulch " V. /X0 the Namigator: 1 s.abco cigned by the cachel aities, Erank Tebecio, ;ﬂg;’;?#tg}?:riﬁl;t :1?15[?}: C:_:;ﬂf_oﬂ_‘;ﬂ ?f ?ﬂmmlssmdn = R'ESH[;& lgﬁ {?,:: e ned o o
; i g ’ e shot down and 110 more on the ground. 16 April 1945: The support that the Hornet had given to the Battle for the 2AVISL “ an ranci r its first major modernization. On 32 1t was re-designated a CVA-12,
Following the Great Mariana’s Turkey Shoot, the Homet continued to roam, bringing down hundreds more aircrait, un Philippines paid off when the US took the islands back meaning an “Attack Carrier”.

25 August 1944 Admiral Mitscher awarded over 200 medals to 124 crewmen: 13 Navy Crosses; 2 Legion of Merits; 4 Silver
Stars; 86 DFCs & Gold Stars. Hornet's fighter squadron had more victories and more “Ace™ pilots than any other squadron

OMITEDSTATES POSTAGE |

] X BLEET
B DEITROYS JAP
BATTLE SRS Wl bed T} 5 : "
5 B — =
P "
o Ay

arTRa s rab

ST. VINCENT

5 THE GRENADINES

i
|
13NH0H S50

$2 _. Nl ¥
: usa 0 S
" Candss SB3C Hell Diver ohPANCAPITULATES * ¥l
fanding an USS Hornet ; LEF fﬂﬁhﬂéﬂmwﬁ?ﬂ
ol — 0 i Y OF TH WHOWILL T U-SrS- HORNET r | I:*—‘- -JIF
MRS. ROBERT W. MATTHEW'S CVA 12 John E. Cull
2116 W. Belle Plaine Ave. TIIY —— LoiRd
CHICAGO, ILL. (Ked.-Gra, Sta.) HISEATTEENES 42 Kenwich I<d.

Recommissicned

s W JAPAN IS / _ — Melrose Mass.
e DOOMED. 8/14/1945: The Hornet was placed on “Inactive Status - In Cump’nsmun" in Alamr::da_ California for repairs from a
typhoon that collapsed 40 feet from the forward deck of the carrier. For the first time
7 April 1945 The Japanese super battleship, the Yamato, the largest ship in the world at that time was attacked & 25 October 1945 Battle of Leyte Gulf or 2nd Battle of the Philippines ended. Admiral Halsey's aircraft sank four ﬁc I:ir:;t iﬂﬁ ﬁcimﬁs&:iﬁol;n:ﬁ ;ziauarﬁzi;naf%mia{{zm;: s:;c:g o T;F‘E'E'
sunkby pilots from the Homnet who were the first to attack with 4 torpedoes and 3 bombs as noted in the above cachet. 4 carriers, 3 battleships, 6 heavy and | light cruiser, 8 destroyers, along with their entire 116 carrier based brli::gin 2 “EGPS | 'Przm the Pacific. (See me - H.Eﬁ £) B e G185 The Homet was recommiisatoned.
2,700 Japanese soldiers died when the ship sank near Okinawa, : ::' Lﬁ:ii;ﬂi ﬂ!ﬂiﬁﬂi‘ljﬂsﬂ}ﬁl I light & 2 escort carriers, 2 destroyers, and 40 planes.. Cover used for 1 . Theadore “Dutch” Van Kirk also signed this cover: 9/17/53 was the first day of postal service following the recommissioning. q
7
United States Navy 1969 USS Hornet CVS-12 (2 Stamp Design Errors)
1953 - 1962 USS Hornet CVA-12 to CVS (U 7 FR05= 1000 LS
- ornet CVA-12 to CVS-12 WARSHAICTSIANDS Hornet CVS-12 USS HORNET CV-12 969 USS Hornet o 17
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She supported Navy & oo . LUNAR 50 : o
Marine aircraft mainly S-2¢ CiceT !ﬁﬁli;;iawd e LAN G _ .
through search and - _ SHOMM o Lot
FOF-C rescue missions.Hornet wiographs af Buzs \ — Errors on e above C TO stam
il helicopters flew gun idrin. Michae! Collins, i "'5 {::L?'i'_ &“Q&E Wuhng R e P
missions inland in iSS Hornei Captain. ’ . ey Error: SH-3
; . f Sieberlich Cdr Make W Lw . -3A and wrong number. Should
SUpertel stlic Al Yon Johes of Recovery o ’ -Stamp pictures & be “66 as shown on the adjacent
craft. January 1966: ielicopter #66. and b Qi tisa) _ . and names the USS post card and not “"S1"
Hornet lost 2 crewmen dmiral D.CC. Davis, © Co uss froaneT Gl t ¢S Okinawa as the (Botlt discovered by this collector).
and an S-2F Tracker ‘ormmander of the ki .:'&‘ Recovery Ship &

off of North Vietnam.
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In May 1954 she was sent on a “Round the World " T L MRIAIIEA AP0 S ) e e
; S Saturn capsule AS MANNED printed cachet, the : I
Cruise, and was off the shores of China in July and August 1954 when whe was called upon to assist in the : ' lar of th i
: : ; : i : AS-202. 506 LUNAR masl popular ol the Apolle 11 in the Apollo 11 recovery by an
rescue of survivors off the coast of Hainan Island. They were survirors of a Chinese attack of a commercial U.5.POSTAGE LﬂNﬁING recovery ship covers. Mobile Quarantine SH-3A Sea King Helicopter, Right:
aircraft . Three unarmed aircraft from another carrier were conducting a search when attacked by two Chinese This is a Machine canceled This bears Beck #B301. F O EpokeC ¥60; The USS Harnet. (3 1n Sea King SH- 3.1
Mig-15s. Two FOF-9 Cougars from the Hornet shot down both Migs in what was known as the Hainan incident. cover postmarked aboard NERIINS. e ekl
e resmes. The priict e e -
cacher by Morris Beck is U.S. NAVY et
ﬁw &,_J R D ane of 424 covers RECOVERY ®
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QisGT. & MRS, WAYLON L. RICE

ST, Gty en (£ :ﬂ?ﬁﬁrgﬁ:ﬁ Unmanmed Flight O % S Ne Do MR This bears Beck #B802 AS 878 SULNYSIDE
ne= font) - The Navy Rubber # AS : : S ind was addressed 1o MANNED
S e Navy Rubber Mioris Beks father: 506  LUNAR SANTA MARTA, CALIFORNIA
wileen/ Stamp Cachet (NRSC) LANDING .
. e Serland was applied by a US % i Q3454 c:%‘;'
Eo-tantier Navy Postal Clerk and 07
as such is an official v _____—___%LEE

U.S. NAVY

route marking. - E =
i i : RECOVERY Pho Bo 27 Fhced Si RECOVERY SHIP USS HORNET CVS-12
In November [961 Hornet helped fight a Fire that devastated Hollywood Hills and fed electricity to the Southern Most HC for this d ” =
California grid. On 19 October 1962 the H its 8" ; : : QarFC Jor 1 sl R L
g the Hornet was near Japan on its 87 Western Pacific (WestPac) tour. The are considered ta be poor. = d

planes flying from its deck included: F2H-3 Banshees; F9F Panthers and Cougars: FJ-3 Furys, and $-2F & S-2
Trackers, E-1 Tracers, and C-1 Traders. Those in italics were ASW {Anti-submarine warfare propeller craft)

USS Hornet “Caprain’s Cover ™ was printed on board under orders of the ship’s Captain.
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ship and she was moved

: to Bremerton, WA where
RFEOMSE s CARTULINA'FOSTALESRISEOSTA : » she was mothballed. In
H' 988 she was recom-
by N mended for disposal and L= GOAVISSION
A PDLI.U . Manned p AM )/ SEERIMEST MANONT | stricken from the record
Lunar : Cvst §19/89. Sold for scrap
AS e for $200,000 1o Astoria JACK E. SQUIRE
(AN NE D a8 Ing Metals in ,!nnuar;.' 1993 26491 Farm llu:?:.m Ave
L::::;i&t 286 LABIEIC al Landing Cleveland, Ohio 44132
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4 \ 20 e i FORCE b et A0 RECOVERY HUNTERS POIN o . for scrapping on 9/1/94
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FORCE P AC l F I C qal R ‘;ﬁ;?f:fpz,ﬁﬁr r:frz & Rare: NASA Recovery Team cover for the splashdown of the Apollo 12 crew. This also bears the Navy Rubber . FmﬁIFhlrc‘jﬂfl Carrltl:r
Stamp cachet and a Hand Cancel from the Hornet on the date of the recovery of Conrad, Gordon and Bean, the crew ornet Foundaton made
. Apollo 12 Splashdown — UPU Anicle 16 (2) states, “"Cancels applied in international waters should bear the stamp a_.': the flag vessel.” of the second manned lunar landing. a bid o put Hornet on
Cover mailed from aboard the USS Hornet by a member of the US Navy band Since no sender’s name is shown, this domestic reply card should have been destroyed. (Note this posimark shows "AM" between the [i:;natimn Hold. -"hs:::n;
= - i ax i 2 Wi un 2 i LTl [} la &
E‘ha.l.‘ greeted the astronauts and President Nixon aboard this Primary Recovery 24" and the 969", and that the posimark below differs with the “"AM" below the "1969". : elhcsi :'-r':i f;;E;nda:fn
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? 1- kad 3 1 led this collector to " FIRST MAN ON THE MOON 3
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I I Ghost voursell and feel
the history that has made
| this aircraft carrier worthy
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W . nother similar cover
Uty 50 %° v

was created for Apollo

===l
HORNET Cvs-i2
CV S Sl

- ol this recognition.
13). A second variety of the Hand Cancel appears on this scarce “Captain’s Cover”, printed on board the Hornet at the
request of the ship’s captain. These were used for official mail souvenirs by the Captain to dignitaries and a quantity
were also made available to the Horet's crew. This was mailed by a crew member. FLY NAVY
This is a really poor example of a FAKE cancelled cover. The source is unknown. 15 ALE & 904
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A Tale of Two Hornets

(U.S. Aircraft Carriers - CV8 and CV/CVA/CVS 12.

Wm.A, Garner,

THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER
USS HORNET, CV 8

uilt at Newport News $B & 0D Co.
Newport News, Va.
Llad .

This cover ates the Commissioning and the First Day of Postal Service for the USS Hornet (CV 8) .
The 1% cent postage stamp was the 3" class greeting card rate at this time.

7435 Harrison ave,,

Belding, Mich,

The purpose of this exhibit is to show the contributions of these two aircraft carriers, to several historical

activities of our nation,and how the loss of the first U.S.S. Hornet created the second due to its short, but
important, ro]e in World War II. This topical exhibit uses a combination of covers and stamps to tell this story
in a chronol 1 seq e. Since there are no known previous exhibits on this topic, this collector had to
locate a vnnely of covers and then research to determine what activities were undertaken by the crews aboard
these ships on those dates. Before the viewer starts to follow this exhibit, the U.S. Navy ship designations: CV;
CVA; and CVS, must be explained at this time. “C” stands for Cruiser. Because the original carriers were
built on converted cruiser hulls, they retained the “C” designator. “V” is the letter the Navy assigned to
heavier than air, aircraft. A suffix “A” shows that the carrier has been deemed an Attack vessel. A suffix “S”
means that it has been outfitted for anti-submarine warfare.

Following the actions of these ships in times of conflict, this exhibit illustrates the Hornet’s participation, three
times, in the recovery of Apollo spacecraft, followed by its final decommisioning and its near scrapping, but

its rescue to survive as a floating museum. While many of the covers are difficult to locate, four of the five
covers which are difficult to find, are known to be scarce due to this collectors’s 52 history of collecting
Astrophilately. These five covers are identified by a red dot @ near the upper right corner of pertinent covers.

This exhibit also honors the men who sailed aboard both of the Hornets, in peace and in war. God bless them.
T T T T e Tt Tt Tt T T T T W L L Y

Headers on each page show the year(s) of the activities represented and the activities which the covers
represent. Also, they indicate which Hornet with which Navy designation took part.



1942 USS
Hornet
(CV-8)

OFFICIAL FIRST DAY COVER

Doolittle Raid on Tokyo
April 18, 1942

First day cover with the cachet, cancel and stamp all using the same illustration.

On | April 1942, 16 B-25 Bombers were lifted by crane to the deck of the 157 day old USS Hornet, CV-8, Essex class
Aircraft Carrier. On 18 April 1942 these bombers took off on a one-way bombing run from the deck of the ship for

a 30 seconds over Tokyo mission to prove to the Japanese government and its people that it was not the safe bastion
which they had believed it to be. (No covers are known to exist for this secret mission, The Hornet left from Almeda, CA).

oolittle

et l Betta take ofF to raid Tokys Aprd 14, FAL

Commemarative cover signed by five of the last seven Doolittle Raiders. All have since passed away.
Almeda, California is where the CFS-12 Horner, can be seen today as a musenm.

Led by Lt. Col. James Doolittle, the planes had intended to make landings in China, but having been spotted early they
launched from the USS Hornet 250 miles earlier than planned. The surprise attack was somewhat successful and the
16 bomber and 80 crew bers dodged Jap fire. One landed in Russia and the crew was jailed. The other 15
bombers either ditched at sea or crash landed in China where villagers helped them Four crewmen died and seven
were captured and killed by the Japanese. Japanese killed many in Chinese villages for helping the Americans.




1942 - 1943 USS Hornet (CV8) sunk. CVI2 Launched

FREE
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Free mail and cancel from the USS Bristol with text; "Hornet Sunk"

On 26 October 1942 The USS Hornet and USS Enterprise and other ships fought the First Battle of Santa Cruz Islands.
Japanese planes located the Hornet first and with seven miutes it was hit by two damaged suicide aircrafi, seven bombs
and two torpedoes. Meanwhlle the Hornet's planes had found the Japanese carrier Shokako, and their bombs put it

out of commission for over a year. The USS Hornet sunk only 1 year and 6 days after its commissioning.

% U. S& N x%x

LAUNCHING

AT NEWPORT NEWS VA
% U.S.S. HORNET %

Launching of (CV-12)
The keel for the new USS Kearsarge (CV-12) was laid on 3 August 1942, The USS Hornet (CV-8) was stricken from the
records on 13 Jauary 1943. A decision was made to re-name the keel to the USS Homet (CV-12) on 21 January 1943, On
30 August 1943 the partially finished carrier was launched from Virginia by the Secretary of the Navy, Frank Knox, and
his wife. His words were: The Hornet is dead. Long live the Hornet,



1943 CV-12 in Drydock for Completion + Sailor’s Fan Letter
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NAVY DEPARTKENT - Fanalty for private use
PCO USS HORNET (CV12)

Newport News Shipbuilding & m
Drydock Compeny e
Yewport News, Va. ——

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

The Judge Advocate General
Navy Department
Washington, D.C.

Qfficial Penalty Mail from the Hornet in Drydock at Newport News, Virginia

0.B. KEATON RMAC
HORNET (Cv-12)
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b, - TRANED PERSONAL
. e <o T Mail letter to Maria Montez, “The Queen of Technicolor™. 2 July 1944

The Hornet left Norfolk, VA 4 February1944 arriving at San Diego, picking up 2,000 troops and 250 jeeps which
were taken to Pearl Harbor, On March 8, 1944 the Hornet left for the Marshall Islands arriving on the 20™. The 1%
Japanese aircraft shot down by an F6F Hellcat from the Homet on March 29", The Battle of the Philippine Sea began
on June 19" and Hornet's aircraft shot down 52 of the 378 enemy aircraft destroyed in what was called “The Great
Mariana’s Turkey Shoot.” On July 2™ the Homet arrived at Iwo Jima, shooting down 35 aircraft the next day.



1943 — 1945 USS Hornet (CV-12)

B
U5 wins Batrls of the Gonad S04 My 1361

GM TBF Avenger

60th Anniversary of
The Battle of Tarawa

Right: Grumman F6F in a dog fight with a
Japanese Mitsubishi A6M-5 Zero at Tarawa
19 November 1943

‘ 60c S, -
Following the Great Mariana’s Turkey Shoot, the Homet continued to roam, bringing down hundreds more aircran. Un

25 August 1944 Admiral Mitscher awarded over 200 medals to 124 crewmen: 13 Navy Crosses; 2 Legion of Merits; 4 Silver
Stars; 86 DFCs & Gold Stars. Homet's fighter squadron had more victories and more “Ace” pilots than any other squadron .
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landing on USS Horner

L3NYOH 5751

JAPANESE

'CABINET RESIGNS
T | * JAPAN IS /
FLUEGEL COVER DO OMEDo

7 April 1945 The Japanese super battleship, the Yamato, the largest ship in the world at that time was attacked &
sunkby pilots from the Hornet who were the first to attack with 4 torpedoes and 3 bombs as noted in the above cachet.
2,700 Japanese soldiers died when the ship sank near Okinawa.
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1945 USS Hornet CV-12

( APR. 16 1945
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In April 1945, 900 aircraft, mostly Kamikaze, attacked the US fleet. Most Japanese planes, 3 destroyers, and 3
supply ships were sunk, while the rest were badly damaged. Hornet pilots attacked the super-battleship Yamoto with
other aircraft sinking it with 2,700 on board. 4/15/45: Hornet pilots shot down 45 aircraft ending up with 245 planes

shot down and 110 more on the ground. 16 April 1945: The support that the Hornet had given to the Battle for the
Philippines paid off when the US took the islands back.

USS HORNET oY

“le ﬂay”

MRS. ROBERT W. MATTHEW'S
2116 W. Belle Plaine Ave.
CHICAGO, ILL. (Ked.-Gra. 5ta.)

25 October 1945 Battle of Leyte Gulf or 2nd Battle of the Philippines ended. Admiral Halsey's aircraft sank four
4 carriers, 3 battleships, 6 heavy and 1 light cruiser, 8 destroyers, along with their entire 116 carrier based

aircraft and pilots. The US lost 1 light & 2 escort carriers, 2 destroyers, and 40 planes.. Cover used for 1*
anniversary af this important conflict.



1945 USS Hornet CV-12

CAPT. FRANKI. TIIXUIRA

6 August 1945: A B-29 Bomber piloted by Paul Tibbets, dropped the first of two Atomic Bombs on Japan in an
effort to get the Japanese government to capitulate. Censored cover from APO 1.

This cover was signed by Paul Tibbets and "Dutch™ Van Kirk, the Navigator. It is also signed by the cachet artist, Frank Teixeira.

8/14/1945: The Hornet was placed on “Inactive Status - In Commission” in Alameda, California for repalrs froma
typhoon that collapsed 40 feet from the forward deck of the carrier. For the first time
the Hornet sailed backwards at 20 knots to launch aircraft from the stern of the ship.
Upon completion of repairs the Hornet took part in “Operation Magic Carpet Ride”

bringing troops home from the Pacific. (See stamp on right,)
Theadore “Dutch”™ Van Kirk also signed this cover:

M o wictory Aits bosse, Aw. (=15, 1960



1945 - 1953 USS Hornet CVA-12

Kot N
FIRST DAY CANCELS

< I Joseph R. Kirstein
j’ 2 { 116} Butte Ave.,
¥ et (CV-12) Steubenville, Ohio.
< -
Bocenn{saionsd 1038, 20 March 1951
San Francisco Navel ShipYard

gan Francisco, California -

1/15/1947: The Hornet was placed on “Qut of Commission - In Reserve". 3/20/1951: It was recommissioned.
4/10/51 The Hornet left San Francisco for its first major modernization. On 10/10/52 it was re-designated a CVA-12,
meaning an “Attack Carrier”.

U.S.S. HORNET
CVA 12

Recommissicned

John E. Gill
43 Jr‘):'.'." |f .f"'jr_;.

Melrose M [ass.

9/11/53: The Hornet was recommissioned.
9/17/53 was the first day of postal service following the recommissioning.



1953 - 1962 USS Hornet CVA-12 to CVS-12

U.S.S. Homet CVA-12

In May 1954 she was sent on a “Round the World
cruise, and was off the shores of China in July ana August 1954 when whe was called upon to assist in the
rescue of survivors off the coast of Hainan Island. They were survirors of a Chinese attack of a commercial
aircraft . Three unarmed aircraft from another carrier were conducting a search when attacked by two Chinese
Mig-15s. Two F9F-9 Cougars from the Hornet shot down both Migs in what was known as the Hainan incident

Rere? Be) R Ow
USs Horna? cue (2.
LPO Sem fremsiscy
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rn D;Caft £sl

Sdn/d W E Ca

ST Gaffe, Chpnn
St

Serland
F9F-Panther

In November 1961 Hornet helped fight a Fire that devastated Hollywood Hills, and fed electricity to the Southern
California grid. On 19 October 1962 the Hornet was near Japan on its 8" Westem Pacific (WestPac) tour. The

planes flying from its deck included: F2H-3 Banshees; FIF Panthers and Cougars: FI-3 Furys, and S-2F & §-2
Trackers, E-1 Tracers, and C-1 Traders. Those in italics were ASW (Anti

P

ine warfare p Iler craft)



1963 - 1966 USS United States Navy
Hornet CVS-12 USS HORNET CV-12
7/1/65:Hornet's 9th Vietnam War Ships

WestPac cruise was its Cor (PA UL EDWAEYS
1st Viet Nam cruise. Ctene peT

She supported Navy &
Marine aircraft mainly S-2£ ?: o

through search and
rescue missions.Hornet
helicopters flew gun
missions inland in
support of strike air-
craft. January 1966:
Hornet lost 2 crewmen
and an S-2F Tracker
off of North Vietnam.

APOLLO 8/25/66: H
H ornet
Unmanned Fllght Jesoverad the
e - unmanned Apollo
Saturn capsule,

AS-202.

U.5.POSTAGE
This is a Machine canceled
cover postmarked aboard
the Hornet on the date of
the recovery. The printed
cacher by Merris Beck is
one of 424 covers
numbered B674 .
Another 438 bear
IIECOVE“ FQRC! MRS HANS PETERSEN Beck number B673.
B674 44 BRUNSWICK AVE
METUCHEN N J C)S‘S Yo PY
8/25/66: USS APOLLO
Hornet cover with a Unmanﬂ thht
scarce Hand Cancel. ;
The Navy Rubber :
Stamp Cachet (NRSC)

was applied by a US
Navy Postal Clerk and
as such is an official
route marking.

Maest HC for this date
are considered to be poor.

RECO'\;"E RY FORCE




969 USS Hornet
Vs-12

ype | Machine Cancel
«jth 22 mm hub and
losely spaced wavy
iller bars.

wiographs af Buz:
ldrin, Michae! Collins,
58 Hornet Caprain,

S Sieberlich, Car

‘on Janes of Recovery
Telicoprer #66, and
dmiral D.CC. Davis,
‘ommander af the
‘ecovery Force,

APOLLO -

MANNED
LUivAR 506
LAN g .
| A oo lenOponen wn

» e % ?I.LLW‘_\ LRV

MBS el

= Cer uss fronweT § b5

;- PACIFIC auomind KL .
IR

(e22130)

Tvpe 2 Machine Cancel
with 24 mm hub and
widely space wavy
killer Bars, on a Beck
printed cachet, the

maost popular of the
recovery ship covers,
This bears Beck #B801.

U.S. NAVY >
RECOVERY

Pacific

There were two Beck
wimbered cachets on

he Hornet for Apollo 11,

This bears Beck #B302
mnd was addressed o
Morris Beek's father.

APOLLO -11-

AS  yannep
506

LUNAR
LANDING

uU.s. NAVY
RECOVERY
FORCE

..'.T""-‘".-‘ 6%- et

Fa, 3FPLY)




1969 USS Hornet CVS-12 (2 Stamp Design Errors)

\ABERLy
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ER

Errors on the above CTO stamp
include Army brown (not gray)

Error: SH-3A and wrong number. Should
Stamp pictures & be “66 as shown on the adjacent
and names the USS post card and not “"51"
Okinawa as the (Both di ered by this coll ).
Recovery Ship &
not the Hornet. T @

GAMBIA

(I

Apello 11 in the Apollo 11 recovery by an

Mobile Quarantine SH-3A Sea King Helicopter, Right:
Facility, aboard #66. The USS Hornet is in Sea King SH-34
the USS Hornet. the background. #66 recovering

Apallo 11 crew. Recovery After Splashdown i

QisGT. & MRS, WAYLON L. RICE

93454 C Vg
RECOVERY SHIP USS HORNET CVS-12

=)

USS Homet “Captain’s Cover” was printed on board under orders of the ship’s Captain. s



1969 USS Hornet
Ccvs-12
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APOLLO: ~11-

MANNED AS
LUNAR 506
LANDING

L. S, NAVY
HECDVERY

R PACIFIC

s

Cover mailed from aboard the USS Hornet by a member of the US Navy band
that greeted the astr ts and President Nixon aboard this Primary Recovery

ship.
&-HQ,
o\,LO EL&" Q‘Z’JULZ:%
Q & 1969
T A
FAKE

n. armst;r?ng
e.aldrin jr.
m. collins

)
iy 50 @

This is a really poor example of a FAKE cancelled cover. The source is unknown.



1969 USS Hornet CVS-12 (Apollo 12)

e e ——

APOLLO {2,

T WORT-P O S
PONSE + CARTOLINA POSTALE-RISPOSTA

Ed

Manned
Lunar
Landing
PACIFIC , b
U.S. NAVY
RECOVERY,
FORCE

I;mppropria.re use of a foreign
domestic reply postal card.

Apollo 12 Splashdown — UPU Anticle 16 (2) states, “Cancels applied in international waters should bear the stamp of the flag vessel.”
Since no sender’s name is shown, this domestic reply card should have been destroyed. (Note this postmark shows “AM" between the
w24 and the “1969", and that the postmark below differs with the “"AM" below the "1969",

The words "Welcome
Aboard" in this cachet
led this collector to f A

believe that this was INAUSE=—-SPLASHDO

FIRST MAN ON THE MOON 2

a "Crew Cachet”, Al o AND |
which it turmed owt i ' RECOVERY

to be. Covers bought [ < ASTROMAUFS. by the
by a lower ranked I _Chafles_ rad Jr. __ B
officer were sold only "\ Richatd . Gordon Jo. -yl

1o crewmen.

(Another similar cover
was created for Apollo
13




1969 USS Hornet CVS-12 (APOLLO 12) e

Apolle

AM TN YRIFIST MAN ON T

=
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Landing
PACIFIC
U.S. NAVY

RECOVERY
FORCE

Rare: NASA Recovery Team cover for the splashdown of the Apollo 12 crew. This also bears the Navy Rubber
Stamp cachet and a Hand Cancel from the Homet on the date of the recovery of Conrad, Gordon and Bean, the crew
of the second manned lunar landing.
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A second variety of the Hand Cancel appears on this scarce “Captain’s Cover”, printed on board the Hornet at the
request of the ship’s captain. These were used for official mail souvenirs by the Captain to dignitaries and a quantity
were also made available to the Homet's crew. This was mailed by a crew member.

o
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1994 - to Present Day

“OMMANDING OFFICER
USS Hornet 1SS HORNET (CVS12)
CVSs-12 o0 SAN FRANCISCO 96601

Decommissioning took T8
place on 6/26/70. Capt. HORNET
Carl Sieberlich was the cvs 12
last person to leave the
ship and she was moved
to Bremerton, WA where
she was mothballed. In
1988 she was recom-
mended for disposal and L COMNVISSIEN.
stricken from the record

$19/89. Sold for scrap

for $200,000 to Astoria

Metals in January 1993

Cleveland, Ohio 4

TOWED TODAY FOR SCRAPPING
HUNTERS POINT CALF

COMM: KOV 29,1943 * DECOMM: JUNE 27, 1970

The Homet was towed
for scrapping on 9/1/94
Asbestos, lead, PCBs &
waste oil prevented her
being serapped. In
November 1996 the non-
Profit Aircraft Carrier
Hornet Foundaton made
a bid to put Hornet on
Donation Hold. Astoria
Metals was given back
their money and on
10/17/ 1998 the Hornet
was officially recom-
missioned, becoming a
floating museum in
Alameda, California.

Alameda, California

That is where you can
see and board the Grey
Ghost yoursell"and leel
the history that has made
this aircraft carrier worthy
of this recognition.

o=
HORNET Cvs-12
BTN

FLY NAVY

ALE # 904
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