‘AMERICA-ENGLAND’ |. FORERUNNER SHIP - COMMERCIAL MAIL 1735

“BRISTOL
|||- ENGLAND"- - SHIP LREI!
SHIP-LETTERS 1735-1796 ... (Before 1760) . W (1769 - 1775) W
MAJOR BRITISH-REALM PORTS-OF-ENTRY ¢ £ “BRIGHT HELM STONE (Brighton) 5. S f4f *
Prior to 1740, British port postmasters had not been Fdr © SHIP LRE” i L Located in the Province of Avon, in -
issued handstamps fo identfify the specific Biilish port of enlry e - southwestern central England ot the s
LOND ON for mail canied by an amiving ship and its capiain. g L (1769 - 1798) - 5"" .8 confluence of Avon & Frome Rivers, A
- A o BRISTOL WAS CHARTERED IN 1155 I\ foor
SH I P 3 LRE One potential method of determining the potential port-of- L5 ) e A Lﬂﬂﬂ:h'd;fthﬁg:hm:lﬂl Ei::ﬂ i:m;'ln mmu:ihm En:lund { o P \ and an eaty commerce cenfer and port from ~P 3%
(1783-1797) entry was by the rate applicable as marked on the mail. o P \ ;r:GH.;I'ﬂHgHAD H;nlrhil':ﬁl :In' *"Ls :';:SHIHG :;‘u:EE . | B e which John Cabot, the explorer, set sdil in & ' I
= - sy 1497 in search of a route to Asia. J
15 MARCH 1795 THIS EXAMPLE WAS RATED AT FIVE PENCE i p r FOR SEVERAL HUNDRED YEARS. Al J a
(4 PENCE = OVER 80 MILES TO LONDON = — )
Double-Stike, + ONE PENNY CAFPTAIN'S GRATUITY). = . =
Stoan-Damaged WITH MOST PROBABLY ‘PLYMOUTH' AS PORT OF CAIL E
Missionary Mail =
Ship-Letter.
‘Boston-London'.
Port-of-Entry:
London —

Two Pence
Single-Sheeat
(1784-1794)
&

Cne Penny

Captain’s Gratuily

BACKGROUND:

The British 'Ordinance of 1657' and subsequent 'Act of 1660’ set forth that lelter mail
brought to the British Isles by private arrangement with a ship's captain,
by personal conveyance or by courier were subject to postage on arrival in the country.

In the 1760’s, the Brifish Post Office issued ship-letter handstamps to postmasters
at ports throughout the British Isies having the purpose of identifying worldwide-mail
as “Ship Letters” entering the country at the port named for inland postage
on a mileage-rate structure to be assessed & collected from the letter's recipient.

EXHIBIT: .
A 2
This one-frame posial history exhibit shows 18™" Century America-to-England . _
‘Ship Letter' Mail fransiting major or primary British-realm poris-of-entry, - - ; : S B
as researched & determined by the exhibitor. 'Falmouth’ Packet-Ship Mail excluded. 2 AUGUST 1735 27 MARCH 1791 i N -
|i :ﬁ;ﬁu""n" ER AT Folded-single-page commercial letter, Folded-letter, wiitten by “William Knowles" of Rhode Island, 10 NOVEMBER 1749
. s from “Robert & Peler Livingston Company”, New York, sent fo “Samvuel Knowles" af London, 3 “ "
Brighton, Bristol, Cowes, Dartmouth, Deal, Dover, o “Shorke & Galnsborough Meschariis”. London; advising of shiiment & manilest confents endorsed by caplain of the Ship “Belsey". 50-day fransit time. Folded-letiar, wiliten by *Samuss Hexiants- o Fiadeipia. endarsec by
“ P Captain Young of ‘The Chalkley’, published ship amival ("Bristol Journal”) on
Exeter, Hastings, Liverpool, London (Tile-Page), (“...52 firkins butter, 166 casks flower...") : . h
= 12 December 1749, sent to "James Gordon”, merchant,
Plymouth, Portsmouth, Weymouth aboard first sailing of the “Charming Molly " with Captain John Harris. Arrival Mark at London. 36-day transit fime
l.  SCOTLAND.. Greenock 18-day fransif fime. “16 Mo CIP91)’ ' *
IV.  IRELAND.. Dublin Anival Bishop Arrival Bishop Mark
(Reverse) Endorsement on Reverse “14 Dm:t:m'n-nb&rjll 769)"
TEXT COLOR-CODING: “20 August (1735)" by “S. Kinweg" ..
“Gone to America but not known where." 5 Pence Collect...
Black:  General Information e s b i Gl 4 Pence Inland from Bristol fo London
Bl important aanolalive informalion. 4 Pence Inland postage from Plymouth to London 2% 4 P Double-Sheet [;E: Po '"f, on o Lond i
ue-m exam n ar ance & scarcity. Over B0 miles , 1 Penny Captain’s
Blue-matted ples indicate particular import ity ‘ 1 e g ;‘;9:“1'“"‘9 10 Londan phain’s Gratuity
Marcon: Postal Rate Information + +
1 Penny Captain's Gratuity 1 Penny Caplain's Gratuity First year of applicatfion of ship-lefter handstamp on Bristol amiving-mail.
“ L]
SHIP LREs” . SHIP LRE" E SHIP LRE ~ SHIP LRE” .
(1769 - 1824) N aa ! = (1767 - 1788) A&7 1765 - 1786) vy
L (1774 - 1815) A - ( Sl
Located on the Isle of Wight in the English 5 . %, Located in the Province of Kent in {5 A Located in n:e F:uln;:; u;if;:tfl: 5
Channel, west-southwest of Porismouth; ' ’1_ - gy southeastern England on the Sirait of Dover, g Southeastern England, on the of Dover 2"
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5 OCTOBER 1747
L Rl -- DECEMBER 1793 BISIARS Folded-lefter, written by “Mr. Taylor” of Providence, Rhode Island,
- . . “ n ed by ship's “Captain Newall”, sent fo the
Folded-letter, wiitten by “Christopher Fairfoot” of Charlestown (“Boston”), Folded-letter, written by “Abel Jamel & John Thompson" at Philadelphia, ; endors .
Massachusetis, sentto “R. Green", merchant, at London, endorsed by Folded-letter, probably written at Boston, endorsed by ship's “Captain Falconer”, sent fo “Thomas Nicklosen”, at Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts
sent fo London. “public unrest and possibility of the port being closed” Aviival Bishon Mark
Arrival Mark 351-day transit time. {m.:.ﬁ
(Reverse) Arrival Mark “8 December (1747)"
5 ecember " (Reverse)
6 Pence Collect... ‘22 April (1776) 4 Pence Imzﬁuﬁmh London
5 Pence Inland postage from Cowes fo London 7 Pence Collect... (Less than B0 miles)
(80-150 miles) 4 Pence Inland 80-150 Mile-Rate [ from Dartmouth to London) + é Pence Collect... +
1 Penny Cqﬂ:h’: Gratuity ¥ Fenny Coplenrs ) § Pence inlond [Fw“:"“m :::]"' Deal fo Poole 1 Penny Captain’s Gratuity
+
1 Penny Caplain's Gratulty
“EXETER HASTINGS “LIVERPOOL “
. SHIP LRE” " PLYMOUTH
SHIP.LRE - SHIP LRE : !
T (1770 - 1786) T (1766 - 1789) o SHIP.LRE -
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3 2y f ide, i ) {4
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10 JULY 1770

Folded-letter, written by “Mr. Samuel Seaburg” of Wesichester, New York,

30 JANUARY 1769
sent to “Rev. Dr. Daniel Burfon”, Secretary, of the " "
23 SE —— usacw for the Prﬂpﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂn of the Gm' in an"gn Famn' 14 JUNE 1749 Reverend Sﬂm of H“h“fg'hi, ";.'” Tﬂl’k, written folded-letter,
dorsed by C ?Ij whh nf':;hlsaumnhmdmﬂa};“ 53 fransit time Ided-letter, written by “William Cha in Virgini d d by Captain “Venerable Sociely for Pru“puqaﬂung:he Gospel in Foreign Paris”
o 2, - L ot : orse a
Folded-letter, written by Rev. Mr. Hobari Briggs, missionary at the Sndotind S ORI K o - BRAay : o Ty of The Mctieiss satd 1o "Riched Smith Esq”, af Westminster (London). 54-day fransit fime.
Cargling Colony’; sent fo London. 73-day frmat flene. Arnival Bishop Mark at London. 84-day fransit time. i b i
(Reverse)
Arrival Bishop Mark "1 September (1770)" Arrival Bishop Mark «24 Mareh (1769)"
i (Reverse) " (Reverse)
7 December(1748) 7 Pence Collect... "6 September (1769)" Sk Callast
2x 3 Pence Double-Sheet Inland Postage from Hasfings to London
5 Pence Collect... (80 miles) 9 Pence Collect. .. 4 Fenia1lr::.1: lrgm Fl?ﬂﬂ;l‘h to London
4 Pence Inland from Exeter fo lLondon + + 8 Pence Double-Weigh! (enclosure) Inland Postage from Liverpool fo London LA !
1 Penny Captain's Gratuity 1 Penny Captain's Gratuity (4 Pence = Over B0 miles) Reverend Sayre
L ol phigticiom & ek Mistligionai
First year of application of ship-letter handstamp on Exeter amiving mail. Earliest Known Hastings Ship-Lefer; 1 Penny Captain’s Gratuity by the lluvulu?‘lunu I:PDT:H cad telsosad allariie bod cived be cilbieak
Five Years Earlier than Previous Recorded Example. 4 g oF Dismaitiony vl G- SUlRonar.
“PORTSMOUTH WEYMOUTH Ill. SCOTLAND.. . IV. IRELAND.. \
SHIP LRE" : SHIP LRE e 5 e
[l m o 1?m ¢ ’(’w“ {"I ?H = l?‘gn & ;:n.- — “GREENOCK ?:‘:{.;“ e I DUBI.IH .Fl‘:_{]"ﬂ e
T " SHIP LETTER"
Located in the Province of Hampshire, in southern PR Located in the Province of Dorset, in southemn . SHIP LRE * (1795) o
England on isiand of Portsea in English Channel, e England at the mouth of the River Wey on olgn L (1796-1798) B0 =
clicu §§ rites sonitmest of Lonston, et ) Weymouth Bay of the English Channel, o | AT e N located in eastern Ireland af the mouth of the Liffey River E77% bar
mmﬂm“ w‘s FD“HDED l CHA“EEED ;-_. }1 a ...‘— _'- L p Wﬂﬂ'iﬂUihwEﬂ ﬂf 5u“ihumphn- T- . w.‘_: . A lﬂﬂq’l’ﬂ'd .I_“ :ﬂnmﬂhiﬂr snul'hweﬂm Scuﬂund' 'I el . ol '.-,:I :-. on ‘he Ililh s“* i_ — o ', }_. .‘"_. l
IN1174 - e A WEYMOUTH BECAME A CHARTERED BOROUGH " 2% 46 miles east of Edinburgh, 25 miles NW of Glasgow, s Y ged A DUBLIN WAS FOUNDED IN 1200 AD ~ W
and became a naval dockyard in 14%6. A, 3 IN 1252 & e . on the south shore of the Firth of Clyde, .5 | L &

to become important in commerce and shipbuilding.

e DUBLIN
SHIP LETTER

PORTSMOUTH s = WEYMOUTH ey < -2

S i SHIP LRE [

| PORTSVOVE
St

: s 1JULY 1795
everse
Folded-letter, written by “J. Cockin” at Philadelphia, route-endorsed “via Dublin”,
sent to “Mrs. Cockin”, his mother, at Bristol, England. 31-day transit time.
& DECEMBER 1769
- i} 17 MARCH 1770 The contents describes the writer's recent amival in the United States
exander Stewart” of Newbern, North C:lulnu, written folded-letter, 146 DECEMBER 1796 from Jamaica after an eventiul voyage dl.ﬂ"l'lﬂ which his IlﬂP
“Society for Propagating Hﬁn:;m" at Westminster (London) “Jones & Richardson” of Charlestown (“Boston”) Massachusetts, was boarded by sailors of a french privateer “of fwelve guns”...
endorsed by ship's “Captain Elliot”. §2-day transit time ' written folded-letier, sent to “Langston Dixon" at London, Folded-letter, written by “J.P. Delfruchy"” at Philadelphia, ot told them | Rt bk thas alf
¥ S ' endorsed by ship's “Captain Maitiand". 46-day fransit fime. sent fo “Philip Gavey Esq", af London. 33-day transit time. By § wew ovs Armaric:cn & supecango Upoh w ey all come 4p
i B s to me and shook me by the hand saying American, American...
Arriv op and only just looked in my cheslt...lwo days after we were brought ...
Arrival Mark
o, F.J'““'"?I 770)" mﬂ:nm? Mark tg:?m.] by two Spanish armed brigs from the Havannah...”
“2 May (1770)" “18 January (1797)"
7 Pence Collect... intval Dublin-Bishop-Aark
2x 3 Pence Double Inland Rate (enclosure/under 80 mile rafe) 9 Pence Collect... ! Shm;:?ﬂim’ﬁ::'“t" “ .ﬂufun.u:lm{.‘ll??s]"
from Porismouth to London 2x 4 Pence Double-Sheet Inland Rale (over 80 miles) 2x & Pence (Double-Weight) above 150 miles
+ from Weymouth to London +
1 Penny Captain's Graluity +

1 Shilling & 1 Penny Collect=

; +
1 Penny Caplain's Gratuity 1 Penny Captain’s Gratuity 4 Pence lreland + 8 Pence England
First vear of application of ship-letter handstamp on Porlsmouth inbound mail.

First year of use of "Ship's Letter” Handstamp.

+
1 Penny Captain's Gratuity




‘AMERICA-ENGLAND’
SHIP-LETTERS 1735-1796 ...
MA JOR BRITISH-REALM PORTS-OF-ENTRY

LONDON
SHIP-LRE

(1783-1797)
15 MARCH 1795

Double-Strike,
Storm-Damaged
Missionary Mail
Ship-Letter.
‘Boston-Londen’.
Port-of-Entry:
London

Two Pence
Single-Sheet
(1784-1798)
+
One Penny

Captain’s Gratuity

BACKGROUND:

The British ‘Ordinance of 1657’ and subsequent ‘Act of 16460’ set forth that lefier mail
brought to the British Isles by private arrangement with a ship’s captain,
by personal conveyance or by courier were subject to postage on arrival in the country.

In the 1760’s, the Brifish Post Office issued ship-letter handstamps to postmasters
at ports throughout the British Isles having the purpose of identifying worldwide-mail
as “Ship Leffers” entering the country at the port named for inland postage
on a mileage-rate structure to be assessed & collected from the letter’s recipient.

EXHIBIT:

This one-frame postal history exhibit shows 18" Century America-to-England
‘Ship Letter' Mail fransiting major or primary British-realm poris-of-entry,
as researched & determined by the exhibitor. ‘Falmouth’ Packet-Ship Mail excluded.

I FORERUNNER MAIL

I ENGLAND..
Brighton, Bristol, Cowes, Dartmouth, Deal, Dover,
Exeter, Hastings, Liverpool, London (Title-Page),
Plymouth, Portsmouth, Weymouth

. SCOTLAND.. Greenock

V. IRELAND.. Dublin

TEXT COLOR-CODING:

Black: General Information
Blue: Important annotative information.

Blue-maited exampiles indicate parficular importance & scarcity.
Maroon: Postal Rate Information



I. FORERUNNER SHIP - COMMERCIAL MAIL 1735

(Before 1760)

Prior to 1760, Brifish port postmasters had not been £ *

issued handstamps to identify the specific Bifish port of entry .
for mail camied by an amiving ship and its caplain. b .':__-___.,

One potential method of determining the potential port-of-
entry was by the rate applicable as marked on the mail. ™ =

THIS EXAMPLE WAS RATED AT FIVE PENCE s -
(4 PENCE = OVER 80 MILES TO LONDON " S _
+ ONE PENNY CAPTAIN'S GRATUITY), - G
WITH MOST PROBABLY ‘PLYMOUTH’ AS PORT OF CAILL e /

% A b‘“/ Mé;/w/ Mﬂ/éM%’{

////;@,f,,, .

2 AUGUST 1735

Folded-single-page commercial letter,
from “Robert & Peter Livingsfon Company”, New York,
to “Storke & Gainsborough Merchants"”, London, advising of shipment & manifest contents
(“...52 firkins butter, 1646 casks flower...”)
aboard first sailing of the “"Charming Molly” with Captain John Harris.
18-day transit time.

Arrival Bishop Mark

(Reverse)

“20 August (1735)"

5 Pence Collect...
(1711-1745)
4 Pence Inland postage from Plymouth to London
(Over 80 miles)
+

1 Penny Captain’s Gratuity



Il. ENGLAND..
“BRIGHT HELM STONE (Brighton) ’éafg e
SHIP LRE” "zﬁﬁ N ;’
(1769 -1798) _wd_‘ p b
Located in the Province of East Sussex in southern England pjﬁ ;7 ug;v':@,
on the English Channel, circa 50 miles south of London; :;;q R
BRIGHTON HAD NO HARBOR BUT WAS A FISHING VILLAGE = $ -
FOR SEVERAL HUNDRED YEARS. = 4 //j
St o
BRIGHT e
HELM
STONE
SHIP LRE

27 MARCH 1791

Folded-letter, written by “William Knowles" of Rhode Isiand,
sent fo “Samuel Knowles" af London,
endorsed by captain of the Ship “Betsey”. 50-day transit time.

Arrival Mark
(Reverse)

“16 May (1791)"

Endorsement on Reverse
by “S. Kinweg" ..
“Gone fo America buf not known where.”

9 Pence Collect...

2x 4 Pence Double-Sheet Inland Postage from Brighton to London
(Two post stages & 80 miles)
+

1 Penny Captain’s Gratuity




“BRISTOL

SHIP LRE”
(1769 - 1775)

Located in the Province of Avon, in
southwestern central England at the
confluence of Avon & Frome Rivers,

BRISTOL WAS CHARTERED IN 1155
and an early commerce center and port from
which John Cabot, the explorer, set sail in
1497 in search of a route to Asia.

BRISTOL

10 NOVEMBER 1769

Folded-letter, written by “Samuel Pleasants™ at Philadelphia, endorsed by
Captain Young of ‘The Chalkley’, published ship armrival (“Bristol Journal”) on
12 December 1749, sent to “James Gordon”, merchant,

at London. 36-day transit time.
Armival Bishop Mark

(Reverse)

“16 December (1769)"

5 Pence Collect...

4 Pence Inland from Bristol fo London
+

1 Penny Captain’s Gratuity

First year of application of ship-lefter handstamp on Bristol amiving-mail.




“COWES
SHIP LRESs”

(1769 - 1824) P

Located on the Isle of Wight in the English
Channel, west-southwest of Portsmouth;
LAST PORT FROM WHICH MISSIONARY ‘JOHN 'R
WESLEY’ DEPARTED FOR AMERICA IN 1735; RN frad
today being a small yacht seaport. s \

COWES / &
SHIP LRE®

5 ) g
i A ‘
'.:__.’ o @ /4'5572

.': / of >

o Hlexe Aad—; ’f&

i
i !

wf’ Ve A
.r;./mchr

‘, .f*, 7

&

 #

4 APRIL17?1

Folded-letter, written by “Christopher Fairfoot" of Charlestown (“Boston”),
Massachusetts, sent to “R. Green”, merchant, at London, endorsed by
Capitain Hill of the Ship “Amelia”. 49-day transit time.

Arrival Mark

(Reverse)

“23 May (1791)"

é Pence Collect...
5 Pence inland postage from Cowes o London
{80-150 miles)
+

1 Penny Captain’s Gratuity



“DARTMOUTH

SHIP LRE”" 3 :
(1774-1815) ﬁ;ﬁw i
o .5 ﬁ:
Located in the Province of Devon, in FEL T\
Southwestern England, on the Dart River e Can Loy \
about 25 miles east of Plymouth, .- ’}, g RN
DARTMOUTH, A DEEP-WATER PORT, ¢ L $
WAS SAILING POINT FOR THE CRUSADES OF s | 5
1147 & 1190 AD. & 19
= ,("“"" _,—/
% G

DARTMOUTH F -

SHIP LRE —

-- DECEMBER 1793

Folded-letter, probably written at Boston,
based on Devon port location and route for America-origin ships,
sent to London.

Arrival Mark

(Reverse) '
“30 December (1793)”

7 Pence Collect... -
4 Pence Inland 80-150 Mile-Rate ( from Darimouth to London) +
1 Penny Captain's Gratuity




“DEAL

SHIP LRE”
(1767 - 1788)

Located in the Province of Kent in Y
southeastern England on the Strait of Dover, PR
known for its safe anchorage, ®
REPUTED LANDING PLACE OF ROMAN GENERAL TN Lo
JULIUS CAESAR IN 55 A.D. g g

DEAL

SHIPLRE
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6 MAY 1775

Folded-letter, written by “Abel Jamel & John Thompson” at Philadelphia,
endorsed by ship's “Captain Falconer”, sent to “Thomas Nicklosen”, at
Poole, Dorsetshire, mentioning in lefter...

“public unrest and possibility of the port being closed”
351-day transit fime.

Arrival Mark
(Reverse)

422 April (1776)”

é Pence Collect...
5 Pence Inland postage from Deal to Poole
(over 80 miles)
+

1 Penny Capiain's Gratuity




“DOVER

SHIP LRE”
(1765 - 1786)

Located in the Province of Kent, in .
Southeastern England, on the Strait of Dover -
about 67 miles southeast of London, Lo
DOVER WAS ALREADY AN IMPORTANT WA
LANDING PLACE IN ROMAN TIMES. ‘Sad

DOVER S o

SHIP LRE R

o

A /[/é)ﬁ// _//u
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5 OCTOBER 1767

Folded-letter, written by “Mr. Taylor” of Providence, Rhode Island,
endorsed by ship’s “Captain Newall”, sent to the
“Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Paris”
at Westminster (London). 64-day transit time.

Arrival Bishop Mark

(Reverse)

“8 December (1767)"

5 Pence Collect...

4 Pence Inland from Dover to London
(Less than 80 miles)
+

1 Penny Captain’s Gratuity



“EXETER
SHIP.LRE”

(1768 -1792)

Located in the Province of Devon, in
Southwestern England, on the Exe River
about 37 miles northeast of Plymouth, - "
EXETER WAS ALREADY A TRADING CENTER AND TIN Lot
FORT IN ROMAN TIMES. o J o

EXETER L2, )
SHIP LRE Pt nd

23 SEPTEMBER 1768

Folded-lefter, written by Rev. Mr. Hobart Briggs, missionary at the
‘Carolina Colony’, sent to London. 75-day transit fime.

Aurrival Bishop Mark

(Reverse)

“7 December (1768)”
5 Pence Collect...
4 Pence Inland from Exeterto London +
1 Penny Captain's Gratuity

First year of application of ship-lefter handstamp on Exeter amiving mail.




“HASTINGS

SHIP LRE”
(1770 - 1786) P

Located in the Province of East Sussex in southern
England on the English Channel

at the Strait of Dover, i
HASTINGS WAS THE SCENE OF THE Y el
‘BATTLE OF HASTINGS’ ON 14 OCTOBER 1046 < Jaw N
IN WHICH ‘WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR’, & 5 S

DUKE OF NORMANDY, 7 b P
DEFEATED ENGLISH KING HAROLD II. >4 ocol /

HASTINGS Lk

SHIP LRE

= | y lr‘i L\C qwa :
7 SHIR LRES (,
_j;_’ f
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10 JULY 1770

Folded-letter, written by “Mr. Samuel Seaburg” of Westchester, New York,
sent to “Rev. Dr. Daniel Burton", Secretary, of the
“Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts”,
at Westminster (“London”),
endorsed by Captain Kimble of the Ship “Beaver”. 53-day transit time.

Arrival Bishop Mark

(Reverse)

“1 September (1770)"

7 Pence Collect...

2x 3 Pence Double-Sheet inland Postage from Hastings to London
(80 miles)
+

1 Penny Captain’s Gratuity

Earliest Known Hastings Ship-lefter;
Five Years Earlier than Previous Recorded Example.



“LIVERPOOL
SHIP LRE”

(1766 - 1789) g £

Located in the Province of Merseyside, in
northwestern England on the estuary of the
Mersey River, .
LIVERPOOL RECEIVED ITS CHARTER IN 1207, I\
and developed into a major port s
commencingin the 18" Century.

LIVERP O OL o

SHIP LRE. T

14 JUNE 1769

Folded-letter, written by “William Champs” in Virginia, endorsed by Captain
Zuramy of ‘The Madtero’, sent to “Richard Smith Esq”,
at London. 84-day transit time.

Arival Bishop Mark

(Reverse)

“6 September (1769)”

9 Pence Collect...

8 Pence Double-Weight (enclosure) Inland Postage from liverpool to London
(4 Pence = Over B0 miles)
+

1 Penny Captain’s Gratvity



“PLYMOUTH

SHIP.LRE”
(1766 - 1769) 7 &

Located in the Province of Devon, in
Southwestern England,
PLYMOUTH WAS CHARTERED IN 1439
and was the last
port of call in the British Isles before the
‘Mayflower sailed to Americain 1620

PLYMOUTH Ll
SHIPLRE y>

The ﬂf\%\’gﬂf o ﬁ;ﬁﬁ ?‘?{f” ,*f

oer cwﬁwy y 0 %’)ﬂt’//’?t/ (¢ md;?;
{@fﬁﬁﬁffd //’1 fr/t'é cm }/}'ge% EIW

d-‘ (/; /:mf( e

il e / W
| (ﬁ Wortmro

30 JANUARY 1769

“Reverend Sayre" of Newburgh, New York, written folded-letter,
sent to the
“Venerable Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Paris”
at Westminster (London). 54-day transit time.

Arrival Bishop Mark
(Reverse)

“24 March (1769)"

5 Pence Collect...
4 Pence Inland from Plymouth to London
+ 1 Penny Capiain’s Gratuity

Reverend Sayre...
Pro-British physician & churchman later imprisoned
by the Revolutionary Forces and released after he had cured an outbreak
of dysentery while a prisoner.



“PORTSMOUTH

SHIP LRE”
(1770-1777) g 57

Located in the Province of Hampshire, in southern !

England on island of Portsea in English Channel, s
circa 65 miles southwest of London,
PORTSMOUTH WAS FOUNDED & CHARTERED 2

IN1194 ey P

and became a naval dockyard in 1496. . \

PORTSMOUTH oy 4
SHIP LRE o

6 DECEMBER 1769

“Alexander Stewart" of Newbern, North Carolina, written folded-letter,
sent to the
“Society for Propagating the Gospel” at Westminster (London),
endorsed by ship’s “Captain Elliot". 62-day transit time.

Arrival Bishop Mark

(Reverse)

“6 February (1770)"

7 Pence Collect...
2x 3 Pence Double Inland Rate (enclosure/under 80 mile rate)
from Porismouth to London
+

1 Penny Captain's Gratuity

First year of application of ship-letter handstamp on Portsmouth inbound mail.



“WEYMOUTH
SHIP LRE”

(1768 -1797) e

Located in the Province of Dorset, in southern
England at the mouth of the River Wey on N
Weymouth Bay of the English Channel,
west-southwest of Southampton, : P
WEYMOUTH BECAME A CHARTERED BOROUGH { 3 & P
IN 1252 : ) i

WEYMOUTH
SHIP LRE [k

| - | ‘vvwi 1n * oy
e SHIP I ‘_'m :
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17 MARCH 1770

“Jones & Richardson” of Charlestown (“Boston”) Massachusetts,
written folded-lefter, sent to “Langsfon Dixon” at London,
endorsed by ship’s “Captain Maitland”. 46-day transit time.

Arrival Bishop Mark
(Reverse)

“2 May (1770)"

9 Pence Collect...
2x 4 Pence Double-Sheet inland Rate (over 80 miles)
from Weymouth to London
+

1 Penny Captain’s Gratuity



I1l. SCOTLAND..

r :
& A
fal
“GREENOCK T4 7
SHIP LRE” > &
(1796-1798) g Y {;
! ~T
Located in Renfrewshire, southwestern Scotland, ?‘ ¢ ? ""7 &
66 miles east of Edinburgh, 25 miles NW of Glasgow, X \5 g .
on the south shore of the Firth of Clyde, Gr e /
GREENOCK HARBOR WAS COMPLETED IN 1710. ‘Z_;.J,f" (:»\ ‘;_‘.f
e .
SEAR et
SSHIPS
LRE

16 DECEMBER 1796

Folded-letter, written by “J.P. Delfruchy” at Philadelphia,
sent to “Philip Gavey Esq", at London. 33-day transit time.

Arrival Mark
(Reverse)
“18 January (1797)"

1 Shilling/1 Penny Collect...
(1784 Scottish Rate)
2x 6 Pence (Double-Weight) above 150 miles
+

1 Penny Captain’s Gratuity

First year of use of “Ship’s Letter” Handstamp.




IV. IRELAND..

q rf“"‘
S " -
“DUBLIN 4
SHIP LETTER” ¢ I
(1795) 7 1O
Located in eastern Ireland at the mouth of the Liffey River by 1‘\,

on the lrish Seq,
DUBLIN WAS FOUNDED IN 1200 AD
to become important in commerce and shipbuilding.

DUBLIN 5
SHIP LETTER v el

1JULY 1795

Folded-letter, written by “J. Cockin” at Philadelphia, route-endorsed “via Dublin",
sent fo “Mrs. Cockin”, his mother, at Bristol, England. 31-day transit time.

The contents describes the writer's recent amival in the United States
from Jamadaica after an eventiul voyage during which his ship
was boarded by sailors of a French privateer “of fwelve guns”...

“I told them | was an American & supercarge upon which they all came up
fo me and shook me by the hand saying American, American...
and only just looked in my chest...ftwo days affer we were broughf ...
by two Spanish armed brigs from the Havannah...”

Arrival Dublin-Bishop-Mark

(Reverse)

“1 August (1795)”

1 Shilling & 1 Penny Collect=
4 Pence ireland + 8 Pence England
+

1 Penny Captain’s Gratuity
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