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A Russizn spaco delegation of 34, including 10 cosmonauts, arrived at Anatoly Filipchenko &
JSC Monday for three weeks of briefing on the US-Soviet space flight B
sot for mid-July 1975. The cosmonaut team is headed by Alexei APOLLO S

Leonov, first man to walk in space, during the Voshkod Il flight.
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The launch of Cosmos

672, an unmanned
fest of the L5, &

The two-man Soviet crew of Soyuz 16 tested 2 docking ring and other systems to be used in the joint flight. This was the final

The first meeting of US and USSR delegates took place in Houston on July 9, 1973 A second, pictorial rehearsal and first manned mission in the ASTP program.

Heinz Vogels hand cancel after the conclusion of the program ties the beginnings and end of the program together on Soviet docking hard-
00 oo Sersenin this cover. ware on August 8, 1974,
Wett Gevmany Cosmonaut Alexei Leonov and Astronaut Tom Stafford first met here and both became the Commanders

This cachet was later

of their teams and bonded as personal friends thereafter. (Leonov’s first name can be spelled Alexei, Alexey

It was on May 24, 1972 when A.N. Kosygin, Chairman of the Council of Ministries of the Soviet Alexi si it is a phonetic translation to English). added to include
Unlon, and President Richard Nixon, signed the agreement to undertake this Joint effort. S 2R wish) Cosmos 782, the 1"
joint biological experi- .
Ticing focts O/ el pholoiniis JOINT US/USSR PROCEDURES SIMULATION

ments by both nations.

The purpose of this exhibit is to show the primary highlights of this, the only U.S. manned space project for configuring the two control centers and the
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Jfor just a single flight. From thc.agrccment between the United States and the Soviet Union as a sign of A?OLLO SOYUZ TEST. PROJECT COOPERATION ; .;omn?ﬁm:gli:n;?ﬂ(ﬂg esﬁzﬁ'ﬂéﬂﬁ?ng cs,rglczcraf t
détente, to the successful completion of this joint mission, the story can be told in a single frame. It could S()Vlet spacemen arrive at JSC i during the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project
be extended to three frames by including all of the tracking, observation and earth communications = == zZ &

stations around the world, but the essentials are all here in just one frame.
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The primary objective of Apollo/Soyuz joint mission was to check technical requirements and solutions

for rendezvous and docking of future manned spacecraft and stations. The performance of this mission
included:

a) the testing of a compatible rendezvous system in orbit; b) testing of US & Soviet docking
assemblies; ¢) verifying the techniques of transfer of cosmonauts and astronauts; d) performance
of certain activities of US and USSR crews in docked flight; ¢) gaining of experience in conducting

joi i ' US 5 S i i i i : : ATS-6 was placed
joint flights by US and USSR spacecraft, including, in case of necessity, rendering aid in — 33 650 s et o
9mnmsumdqmlﬁin"m::m o g;'-;ewm" So:"hw:-:mf' "::QE‘:&?R- ! iga,\ : space amd was later
planned ission xt . delegation of 77, headed Yy » B y
: xf. Kwuﬁuo. B;ww.’::nwmvgw officials of JSC, then began -"" moved toa mew
di ions weith Ameri gl on the joint mission. In the front row above location to allow the
: y wo cosmonauts V. I: Kuh-o;‘uusdsAhxnl Leonov, Usg‘:mmmftc $s‘l"l': i ersiorr Sptingnl B R e ATS—6 - :
\ The clever design of the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project Hovonar T . Sl 0 o cmouni & o ASTP crem

mil data for 55
minutes of every 87
minute revalibion,

by R. Streinikov, allowed both nations to get top
billing. The Apollo & 1
/ ing mpglm Soyuz capsules are near the

. ; : . _ Applications Technology Satellite &
Several meetings followed in Houston and in Moscow and the Baikonur Cosmodrome in the USSR after orbiting 35,882 kilometers above the earth

that. This was the largest of those meetings with 77 Soviets and a like number of Americans, taking place will provide data, voice and television coverage
in Houston on April 15, 1974. in next July’s Apollo-Soyuz space mission.

2 = e -3 4

This was a simulation of the tracking network stations to ensure that the communications between the ground and the five men
from both countries in space would work as planned

1.7 Training & Tes in 1.3 Saturn 1B Roll Out and Final Simulations 2.1 Lounch of the Sovur Spacec
G by He f ViR Spacenre: 2.2 lLaunch of the Apollo Spacecraft

\

The Saturn V rocket
that took asironauts to
the moon was not needed
for an Earth orbiting
mission. The smaller
Saturn 1B was elevated
on a structure and
moved to the launch
pad at the Kennedy
Space Center on March
24, 1975.

{See cacher illustration).
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Soviet ASTP Groups Gather
For Final Meetings In U.5.

Saturn 1 B Launch Vehicle

Begins 312 mile/1 m.p.h. Journey
To Pad B, Launch Complex 39

In preparation for July 15 Launch
.= B:00 A.M. — March 24, 1974 — .
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mdttings befoes the July ASTP mission
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Kennedy Space Center (KSC) Official Rubber Stamp Cachet, designed, paid for, and applied by the KSC Post Office. That
makes it an official route marking. Postmarked for the launch of the Saturn 1B that put the Apollo crew into Earth Orbit.

Hngers npeaupuaTion CERXN MECTA IEIHANERNR

us.Postage 10¢ The Simulations still —
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= 2 - located various Early on July 15, 1975 the Soviet “Soyuz” (Union) crew was launched from the Baikonur Cosmodrome, located 400 miles south
: 1 ‘ of Moscow. This postal stationery was released on June 16, 1975 and the bl tmark reads at the bottom, “Cosmod,
Final meetings of US and USSR Working Group Specialists in Houston as the vear 1975 got pnderway, The Soviet stamp on this Fm::i::;:tﬁ;i?:: Baikonur”. The IF::ISI:I«E['I was perfnﬂ. , REE MR RRERAE S e hu i, Conmie

cover is Trom artwork painted by ASTP Commander, cosmonaunt Alexel Leonov. sl diac e £ da

for the July 15, 1975
planned launch date.

Jompen ¢ Baldwewypd
1S wwnan @ 15 wiion
20 mimn, @0 Madxossbaay

13, 1676, JOMNSON SPACE CENTER, HOUSTON, TEXAS. - Mison
mnmm Contral Aoom in the Mimsion Contrel Center during ASTP jeint
simulation activity. Frshs Piseter Donsld A, Puddy is seated 31 2onols on the
dight, TV maniter &

P a1 1S TN

y =
o SEPARATION :
SOYUZ 19 R
W
T g
G
6
"y 15, 1973
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SIMULATIONS IN U, 5. AND RUSSIA Space City Cower Society the final series of
— - mission simulations. AU: US Astronauts: Tom Stafford; Donald "Deke"” Slayton; Vance {:‘r‘e;.-ndﬂ i
I i i i USSR Back-up Cosmonauts: Shatalov & Eliselyev - USSR Dept. Chief Boris Petrov
Several problems were uncovered in the AS’EF simulations wutt;}{‘ enters in both the Mml?wd“d Hrﬂ:‘&lun.- Another simulation ASTPFE.; CEHSTI ;3?;?;?3 l;‘.LEHS :h'i“iﬂzﬂ:ﬁlﬁ:::nii::fﬂgfﬁrif;ﬁ :::f;:;;t:::;::d;:: ::::;nfsf; :{f:s';ul:um;:::t;{’a ::Z%Tﬁ?;‘;‘;‘:;h;ﬂ::: US Program Mgr. Glynn Lunney
A B P P D e Leonov. ) Cancelled at Cape Canaveral. This was the actual launch site of this Saturn 1b rocket. The much larger Saturn V rockets that
Spoce City Cover Society took men to the moon were all launched from KSC.
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2.2 Launch of the Apollo Spacecraft 12 Launch of the Apollo Spacecraft 2.2 Launch of the Apollo Spacecraft 2.2 Launch of the Apollo Spacecraft
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LUSNS Vanguard cover
cancelled in the Canal
Fone on the date of the
ASTP launch., But this
ship was located at 25

154
the Goldstone Communi- | 4ir Rescue & Recovery Squadron Aircraft were stationed at various places to assist in recovery of astronauts if launches were Ly
cations Station, one of the | 1,500, During the launch the 55™ ARRSq at Eglin AFB, FL had helicopters in the air including this one. This cover was flown :
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primaf:; T:m“ki“g and during that standby mission.
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Marshall Space Flight Ctr. EBE[D@ FLOWN License: 50976 [ for Astrophilatelic exhibits.
(MSFC) built the Saturn Tl there were three events for
Rockets. This was an SATURN 1B Pilet: Capt R.G,Bent kiR Tis hiag & nunch dated which First Day Covers
“Official” cachet from TAKES U.S. CREW AND - . postmark from the Vaa- were valid as they were
that facility on a cover DOCKING ADAPTER INTO = CO=Pllot: Li J.P. Kippeat guard, postmarked at Cape !— in concurrence with space
addressed to the designer EARTH ORBIT TO LINK UP LIS AL AT O Pt - | events hat oocurred o
of those cachets. This WITH SOVIET CREW Navigators Capt T.M.Uksti Cover is a July 24 postmark | Lica | those dates, May 5, 1961:
collector received the ot PO Peinin b vt e b T e First Day of the \!:.r-r;u iz
first of these with Skylab Remarks 1 Hawail. These postmarks : : A 1971
: i . stamp; Augost 2, 1971:
and contacted MSFC to indicate that the Vanguard FD Decades of Achieve
determine the ﬂrigi.ns. He . ! : nat I . HG AHHS was in the Canal Zone, and ment shEmpt: & th'!'s Julv
has just made a study of k- ; T : y rk 1z at Cape Canaveral on the 15, 19-1-5- lrs. hof ASTP M%ﬂ@
all of those cachets and 35 : APQ New YO 092 same day that it was in =~ S :
has published an illustra- NASA — MARSHALL SPACE FLIGHT CENTER S A S L e e - —_— e | French Polyncsia.
A HUNTSVI LABAMA ; Yoo /7y . 2odo = The two dated on the 15th ENIR COVER
oo e A This cover was flown on an ARRSq HC-130 aireraft, flying from Ramstein, Germany to a point along the launch trajectory. This| ARS8 B0 ot o =
aircraft’s responsibility was to track the escape pod to the ocean, contact helicopters while furnishing the exact place of for cancels on that date, = . N o
9 splashdown and circle to let the crew know that they had been spotted. 10 1 Stamp Artist: Robert McCall i
2.3 Docking of the Apollo & Soyut Spacecraft
3.1 Undocking and Retumns to Earth 3.1 Undocking and Retums to Earth 3.1 Unidocking
! »
Link-up & docking of the and Return to
ﬂ' APOLLO-S0OYUZ two spacecraft took place zarth
USA USSR on July 17, 1975, The
ASTP IRINT SHCE BEINN SPS ereated this circular
o jctorial hand cancel of the
event,
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pratched the docken Yek s Two diys later, on July 21, 1975 the Soviet orew of two lind thelr “thump down™ or kard lnding safely on'the ground sear sovue Commuander Alexel Leonov was promated to Major General and placed in command of Star City (Goredek], USSH,
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AU: Major General: Thomas Stafford, ASTP Astronau

Apollo Commander Tom Sinfford wax promoted (o Major Gencral and placed in command of Edwards AF i, Califoroms




APOLLO/SOYUZ TEST PROJECT

MAY 24, 1972

AGREEMENT TO DOCK AN APOLLO
SPACECRAFT WITH A RUSSIAN F
SOYUZ SPACE LABORATORY IN 1975 '

1t was em May 24, 1972 when AN, Kosypin, Chalrman of the Council of Ministries of the Sovier
Unlon, and President Richard Nixon, signed the agrecment to undertake this joint effort,

The purpose of this exhibit is to show the primary highlights of this, the only U.S. manned space project
Jfor just a single flight. From the agreement between the United States and the Soviet Union as a sign of
dé to the ful pletion of this joint mission, the story can be told in a single frame. 1t could
be extended to three frames by including all of the tracking, observation and earth communications
stations around the world, but the essentials are all here in just one frame.

The primary objective of Apollo/Soyuz joint mission was to check technical requir and sol
for rendezvous and docking of future d sp aft and i The performance of this mission
included:

a) the testing of a patibl d ystem in orbit; b) testing of US & Soviet docking
assemblies; ¢) verifying the techniques of transfer of and astr d) performance
of certain activities of US and USSR crews in docked flight; ¢) gaining of expericnce in conducting
joint flights by US and USSR spacecraft, including, in case of necessity, rendering aid in
emergency situations.

design of the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project
inikav, ollowed both natiens to get top
The Apolls & Soyur copsules are near the



1 ASTP Planning Meetings

APOLLO-SOYUZ TEST PROJECT
Soviet Cosrnonauts Visit Johnson Spaoe Center
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A Russian space delegation of 34, including 10 cosmonauts, arrived at

JSC Monday for three weeks of briefing on tho US-Soviet space flight UH10C R 2 .
sot for mid-July 1975. The cosmonaut team is headed by Alexei - -

Leonov, first men 1o walk in spece, during the Voshkod 1l fiight. -~ APOLLO SOVUZ 1 975

The first meeting of US and USSR delegates took place in Houston on July 9, 1973 A second, pictorial
hand cancel after the conclusion of the program ties the beginnings and end of the program together on
this cover.

Cosmonaut Alexei Leonov and Astronaut Tom Stafford first met here and both became the Commanders

of their teams and bonded as personal friends thereafter. (Leonov’s first name can be spelled Alexei, Alexey
or Alexi since it is a phonetic translation to English).

APOLLO-SOYUZ TEST PROJECT
Soviet spacemen arrive at JSG

SPACE CENTER, Houston, April 15, 1974 - Soviet cosmonauts and space engi-
noors arrived at thnmSpm&nwmvanWthoi meetings
on the planned U&USSR mhﬁmntfoc next year. Tha delegation of 77, headed

wm!l{ i yev, was wel d by officials of JSC, than bagan
with A " i on the joint mission. In the front row above

V. N. Kub mdAhxoluomv USSR prime crew for ASTP;
A.lt.roml'l'hnn.l’ Stafford, US crew Soviet st Valery

Bykoviky; and US astronaut -u&aml.mm

Several meetings followed in Houston and in Moscow and the Baikonur Cosmodrome in the USSR after
that. This was the largest of those meetings with 77 Soviets and a like number of Americans, taking place
in Houston on April 15, 1974.
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1.2 Training & Testing Begin

The 3 astronauts and 2

cosmonauts had to
learn each other’s
language. Project
Mercury asironaut,
Deke Slayton was
chosen to fly on this
mission,

COSMON 673 - LAUNCIED AUG. 15,1970
APOLLO . SOVIE - ~TEST 15D
URMANNED TIAT OF AFOLLOSOVIE HARTWARE

APOLLO-SOYUZ TEST PROJECT _

J\"a.

Cosmonauts Begin:

3-Week U.S. Training

Slavton. Rrand Stafford.  Tannav snd Wikaeme

The launch of Cosmos
672, an unmanned

test of the LS. &

Soviet docking hard-
ware on Avgust 8, 1974,

This cachet was later
added to include
Cosmos 782, the 1"
joint biological experi-
ments by both nations.

NASA-JSC TESTS APOLLO-SOYUZ

ATS-6 was placed
22,620 miles out in
space and was later
moved to a new
location to allow the
ASTP crews to trans-
mit data for 55
minutes of every 87
minute revolution,

| SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS RELAY o“a“"h 5

ATS-6

Applications Technology Satellite 6
orbiting 35,882 kilometers above the earth
will provide data, voice and television coverage
in next July's Apollo-Sovuz space mission.
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1.2 Training & Testing Begin
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COBMONALITS \ | \ AU: Cosmonauts
AFILIPTSCHENKO NRUKAWISCHNIKOW \ | Anatoly Filipchenko &

Nicolai Rukavishnidov

The two-man Soviet crew of Soyuz 16 tested a docking ring and other systems to be used in the joint flight. This was the final
rehearsal and first manned mission in the ASTP program.

JOINT US/USSE PROCEDURES SIMULATION
for configuring the two control centers and the
network tracking stations to permit
communications with each orbiting spacecraft
during the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project

This was a simulation of the tracking network stations to cnsure that the communications between the ground and the five men
from both countries in space would work as planned

4



1.2 Tralning & Testing Begin

Cowa - Anoason
APOLLO-SOYUZ
TEST PROJECT

Soviet ASTP Groups Gather
For Final Meetings In U.S.

Academicien Borss N. Pewrov sddrasser 30 astembly of Amarican

and Sevier ASTP Working Group Spacislists at JSC for the finsl
meotings befome the July ASTP mission,

Final meetings of US and USSR Working Group Specialists in Houston as the year 1975 got underway. The Soviet stamp on this
cover is from artwork painted by ASTP Commander, cosmonaut Alexei Leonov.,

JOINT ASTP FLIGHT CONTROLLERS
SIMULATIONS IN U, 5. AND RUSSIA Space City Covar Sociely

Several problems were uncovered in the ASTP simulations with Centers in both the Moscow and Houston. Another simulation
was undertaken, This is an ASTP pictorial Mailer's Postmark Permit from Houston on the date of this event.



1.3 Saturn 18 Roll Out and Final Simulations

The Saturn V rocket
that took astronauts to
the moon was not needed
for an Earth orbiting
mission. The smaller
Saturn 1B was elevated
on a structure and
moved to the launch
pad at the Kennedy
Space Center on March
24, 1975,

(See cachet illustration).

Saturn 1 B Launch Vehicle

Begins 3% mile/1 m.p.h. Journey
To Pad B, Launch Complex 39

In preparation for July 15 Launch

. —8:00 A.M. — March 24, 1974 — .

Cowoa - Anosaox

APOLLO-SOYUZ STom
TEST PROJECT o i 32
MOSCOW /HOUSTON {815

CONTROL CENTERS CONDUCT ]Dli\T S!MU TION

uspostage ] Qe The Simulations still
located various
problems that teams
in both countries
worked to fix in time
for the July 15, 1975
planned launch date.

May 13, 1075, JOHNSON SPACE CtNl’EK HOUSTON, TEXAS. - Musion
Opératiars Contrel Room in the hmsion trol Centar during ASTP joint
shmistation activiy. . Fliahs Mesctar Domald A mwbulhdﬂlamnllmﬂi

This was the date of
the final series of
mission simulations.

ASTP FLIGHT CONTROLLERS
FINAL SIMULATION

Space City Cover Socienty




2.1 Launch of the Soyuz Spacecraft

G 4V QW V4V & & & &Y 4
f ABHUA [

SUCNEPHMEHTANLHBIR

NOAET

HOPABAER ﬁ
Kyda

% "o : el ~ Ko b/;i

7. R N \!

\

1

O O O O O N N

FE e s

A Bsem B Kpfesss Lo Cmpdeps B B L Caeitee

\

Hﬁiw&ﬂmﬂﬂ censu u ofipec

onnpasumes,

AU: Cosmonauts
Alexie Leonov
Valeri Kubasov

i

Early on July 15, 1975 the Soviet “Soyuz™ (Union) crew was launched from the Baikonur Cosmodrome, located 400 miles south
of Moscow. This postal stationery was released on June 16, 1975 and the blue postmark reads at the bottom, “Cosmodrome
Baikonur”. The launch was perfect.

Hmgexe cE MecTa

Bompes ¢ Badwowypa
15 mvan w15 vocon
X0 mnn, pe Mocxosaony
Bprudae

July 15, 1575
320 pm.

Also cancelled at Baikonur, the size and shape of the date and the lettering in this postmark from the Cosmodrome, are the most
obvious in showing that it is a from different hand canceller. The stamp used was also painted by the Soyuz Commander, Alexei
Leonov.
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2.2 Launch of the Apollo Spacecraft

Kennedy Space Center (KSC) Official Rubber Stamp Cachet, designed, paid for, and applied by the KSC Post Office. That
makes it an official route marking. Postmarked for the launch of the Saturn 1B that put the Apollo crew into Earth Orbit.

J RAY CARTIER
1801 Jacksen Dr.
Arlingten, TX 76013

AU: US Astronauts: Tom Stafford; Donald "Deke” Slayton; Vance Brand
USSR Back-up Cosmonauts: Shatalov & Eliselyev - USSR Dept. Chief Boris Petrov
US Program Mgr. Glynn Lunney
Cancelled at Cape Canaveral. This was the actual launch site of this Saturn 1b rocket. The much larger Saturn V rockets that
took men to the moon were all launched from KSC. 8



2.2 Launch of the Apollo Spacecraft

Patrick AFB, Florida
participated in the launch
by doing all of the weather
related tasks, keeping
ships and planes out of
the restricted areas, &
launching Air Rescue &
Recovery Aircraft.

Barstow, CA was home to
the Goldstone Communi-
cations Station, one of the
primary Tracking and
communications sites for
the U.S. during this
mission.

GoLpAToRE Y i o
SPALE COMMUNICATIONS
L
WEInARAS €]
A Lt 0
DEER SPACE
INSTRUMENTION FACILITY
HEarthts Link With Desp Space™

7F —;;F”'K:-’-"_ A 7 ég?ﬁ%éf,-
# 4 AU: Thomas Potter

4{3—4’ {E/»’:ﬁ"fg; PRl ”A Goldstone Station Dir.

&y &

Marshall Space Flight Ctr. WEM
(MSFC) built the Saturn

Rockets. This was an SATURN 1B
“Official” cachet from TAKES U.5. CREW AND
that facility on a cover DOCKING ADAPTER INTO
addressed to the designer EARTH ORBIT TO LINK UP

of those cachets. This WITH SOVIET CREW
collector received the A

first of these with Skylab
and contacted MSFC to
determine the origins. He
has just made a study of
all of those cachets and

has published an illustra- MASA = MARSHALL SPACE FLIGHT CENTER /9
ted listing of them for HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 3
the Space Unit.



%2 Launch of the Apollo Spacecraft

APOLLO-SOYUZ TEST PROJECT
Plown during launch/abort by
“Eglin,AFB

FLOWN
m‘rmmum COOPERATION
1N SPACE FOR MANKIND
Air Rescue & Recovery dron Aircraft were stationed at various places to assist in recovery of astronauts if launches were

iborted. During the hu:c'h the 55™ ARRSq at Eglin AFB, FL had helicopters in the air including this one. This cover was flown
during that standby mission.

PmmsterasTIwaehen]
S sy
AT,
Dete: 15 July 1975
Type Aireraft: HC-130
License: 50976
FLOWN
Pilet: Capt R.G.Bent
CO-Pilots L% J.P. Kippeat

Navigators Capt T.M.lUkszs

Remarks:
net 1. HQ ARRS
AP New York 09012

LAUNCH

This cover was flown on an ARRSq HC-130 aircraft, flying from Ramstein, Germany to a point along the launch trajectory. This
afreraft's responsibility was to track the escape pod to the ocean, contact helicopters while furnishing the exact place of
splashdown and circle to let the crew know that they had been spotted. 10




2.2 Launch of the Apollo Spacecraft

Tracking ship, the USS

Redstone, was on standby Captaln L. Conch =
duty near Cape Canaveral l‘stj nﬁdm (T-AGM 204

during the ASTP launch. New Yok P""‘ Oaﬂ;;]

This bears the corner card ot

of the ship’s Captain.

Neither of the two tracking

ships shown on this page

had on-board post offices,

resulting in them being U S N S REDSTONE

left behind to be postmarked
( T-AGH -20)

on the recovery date while
the ship was elsewhere.

PIONEER * JUPITER |
MASTER PIONEER = JUPT
USNS VANGUARD (T-AGM-19)

EPO
NEW YORK 03501 USNS Vanguard cover

cancelled in the Canal
Zone on the date of the
ASTP launch. But this
ship was located at 25
degrees south and 155
degrees west during
launch . That is a

APOLLO-SOYUZ ({8
TEST PROJECT ‘W- -l

Ebj - - --ui mﬂ 2. Freach Polynesia.

International Cooperation - T
In Space For Mankind Post Office Box ES02
USNS VANGUAR

TAGM-19 VANGUARD
ON STATION
APOLLO-SOYUZ MISSION

This has a launch dated
postmark from the Van-
guard, postmarked at Cape
Canaveral. Also on this
Cover is a July 24 postmark
for its return to port in
Hawaii. These postmarks
indicate that the Vanguard
was in the Canal Zone, and
at Cape Canaveral on the
same day that it was in
French Polynesia.

The two dated on the 15th SOUVENIR COVER
must have been left behind

for cancels on that date.



2.2 Launch of the Apolio Spacecraft

The Madrid Earth
Network Station was
one of the two most
prominent overseas
communications
Facilities for the ASTP.

ESTACION TERRENA
DE BUITRAGO

SEGUIMIENTO DE LA MISION APOLO

APOLLO - SOYUZ TRACKING SUPPORT

Carnarvon Station in
Canberra, Australia
was the other.

Normally frowned upon
for Astrophilatelic exhibits,
there were three events for
which First Day Covers
wiere valid as they were

in concurrence with space
events that eccorred on
those dates, May 5, 1961:
First Day of the Mercury b
stamp; August 2, 1971: - APOLLO SOYUZ 19?5
FI Decades of Achieve-

ment stamps: & this July
15, 1975; launch of ASTP. M Zfé(

Stamp Ari

12



2.3 Docking of the Apollo & Soyuz Spacecraft

Link-up & docking of the
& APOLLO=SOYUZ == v spacecrafl took place
Usa USSR

ASTP JRINT SPALE W3RN

on July 17, 1975. The
(USPS created this circular
= =Hictorial hand cancel of the
g gl event,

ﬁ = ik This cachet was by Morris

e o N Beck and would normally
UNITED STATES \"’““ sorz be found only on Navy
NAVY e}t-_‘-"—‘" events tied to the splash

RECOVERY FORCE down,

A aroion
A LLONOY Cona m waewoee V. KURASOV
Apollo-Soyus FIRST INTERNATIONAL LINK-UP
Docking dated cover TEPEAR MEXYHAPO/IHAR CTRINOBKA B XOCMOCE
from Gorodok, or
Star City, USSR,
where the cosmonauts
trained. The ASTP |
helped the US & USSR
to work together to ‘
build the International
Space Station (155),

BLITHI RGN

C @G
ottt CTBIKOBKA 4& £

Bl CTaseoey

% 8.k Bagitding

Pk eove chrendtte

196140 Lewngrea
ISR

Dir: U SR Pulkavo

So‘;u? 19 - ﬁff’f-&(’
/7. m :9?0' 9 .‘S

Just as the Americans did,
Soviet observatories
watched the docked vehicles
from various groumd
locations.
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3.1 Undocking and Returns to Earth

APOLLO-SOYUZ DOCKING
JULY 17, 1975

SOVUE LANDS
JULY 21,
\ 1975

3 7 :;‘I.POI:LO
RSy LANOS

STy 24, 19075

Twao days after docking, the Apollo and the Soyuz capsules undocked, each to return to its respective country. Cover cancelled
at Gorodok ($tar City), USSR,

-JULY 21,

BAREFR OEEEE @

COSMUNALTS
SIGN CAFSULE

SOYUZ 19 LANDING, \4 K%
1:51 pm (MOSCOW) 5
Cotos 19 npuaemanncs

Two days later, on July 21, 1975 the Soviet crew of two had their “thump down™ or hard landing safely on the ground near
Kazakhstan. Cover cancelled in Goredok.

14



3.1 Undocking and Returns to Earth

APOLLO—-SOYUZ
Usa USSR
J0INT SPACE MISSION

“UNITED STATES
NAVY
RECOVERY FORCE
Pacific

Boos

Seven days after undocking and three days after the Soyuz craft returned to Earth, the US crew splashed down in the Pacific
Ocean where they were recovered by the USS New Orleans on July 24, 1975, The USPS chose to return covers with a pictorial
machine cancel reading “San Francisco, California, disappointing I iy to whom no prior aotice was given,
This is a Beck cachet for that event.

ASTRONAUTS RETURN
FROM APOLLO-SOYUZ MISSION

ACTPOHABTE BO3BPALIANOTCH
C ONETA ANOANOH " -"CORIE

SPLASHDOWN
IN PACIFIC
NPABOAHEZE
TAXOM OREAHE

FRIME RECOVERY SHip
USS NEW ORLEANS

When the Apollo capsule splashed down, control of the mission was relinquished from the Johnson Space
Center in Houston to the U.S, Navy for the recovery and return to the United States.



3.1 Undocking
and Return to
Zarth

starting with the Apollo 16 mission. the post offices on Primary Recovery Ships (PRS) were closed on the splashdown dates and
‘he postal clerks who had been left behind in Hawaii, cacheted and cancelled covers there. However, the post offices for those
ind for this mission reopeaed on the day after the event. These “day after™ covers are somewhat difficult to obtain with the Tuly
14, 1975 postmarks and the USS New Orleans cancel. ’

B TP ST R Y
HEFT7€
Ednrrndy HF8
Gl 73523

Us?

SWpTar Cemmnb MlET Lcspor
ThR iy

/40 Scops

encral and placed in command of Edwards AFE, California
amander Abexel Leonoy was promated to Major Geaeral amd placed in command of Star City (Gorodek], USSH,

k. “We Have Caprure™ Stafford relates that he seat one or Iwe letlers cach year (ke 1975 through Late 1977) (o Leonoy
they took months o arcive, This is the eavelope from one of the three 1 four letters sent by Staffard via diplomatic
msil tn Leanov. (Thres WP aualified iudees have told this collector that thev believe this to be “Diplomatic Mail".
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