Electric Telegraph Company/Electric & International Telegraph

“Those who admire modern civilization usually identify it with the steam engine 1
and the electric telegraph™ — George Bernard Shaw. |

The development of the telegraph service in the mid-nineteenth century allowed for a much faster communication |
than the postal service, with a delivery of messages in hours rather than days or weeks. The corresponding rapid |
growth of the milways throughout the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland allowed the railway | |
companies to be the first to adopt this new form of communication. They erected telegraph poles to run alongside |
their railway lines, primarily for their own use but later opened their service to the public as they realised the
potential for increasing profits. This service was then expanded by a number of private telegraph companies, the
first of these being “The Electric Telegraph Company™ in June 1846. The directors and shareholders of the
company were dominated by people involved in railway construction, and the company were the first to issue
franked paper, followed by a series of stamps for the payment of telegrams sent by the public.
Morse, Cook, Wheatstone and Siemens all developed electric telegraph machines and the first commercial system
was introduced in the United States in 1844 by Samuel Morse. Not long afterwards, “The Electric Telegraph
Company™ was founded in 1846 in the United Kingdom after they bought the Cook and Wheatstone patents for
their electric needle telegraph. The company became operational after the passing of the Electric Telegraph
Company Act of 1846 and the company later amalgamated with “The International Telegraph Company™ in 1855
to become “The Electric & International Telegraph Company”, both companies being promoted by the same
financial interests.
The Electric Telegraph Company first produced stamped stationery with a franked message paper/forms issued in
May 1851 for the London Exhibition held in Hyde Park. These were printed by Waterlow and Sons on handmade
wove paper, watermarked with the name of the company in double- lined Roman capitals. Telegraph messages
were limited to a maximum of twenty words each for the standard tariff rates but additional words could be added
at a cost of 3d per word, with address and initials counted as full words.

Exhibit Objective and Scope
The objective of the exhibit is to demonstrate the “philatelic™ evolution of the telegraphic service provided
by the first British private telegraph company, “The Electric Telegraph Company™ from its creation in
1846 until the company was bought by the British Post Office in 1870. This evolution includes the first
British franked telegraph forms and the first British adhesive telegraph stamps (both for use within the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland) and stamps dedicated for use on its Continental service.

Exhibit Plan

1. The Electric Telegraph Company Franked Message Papers 1851 & Large
Adhesive Stamps 1854,

2. The Electric and International Telegraph Company Small Adhesive Stamps Significant
(Series RG/JSF) 1861. items with red

3. The Electric and International Telegraph Company Small Adhesive Stamps border/text/dot.
(Series RG/HW) 1863. 1

4. The Electric and International Telegraph Company Continental Stamps 1861.
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: ; are control no. 7666 (Dr. Iain Stevenson Collection) and control no. 2824 which was reported by Sir Edward Denny Bacon in Post Office
records and may still exist. Sir Edward Denny Bacon noted that these first message forms were among the greatest philatelic rarities.

1. Large Adhesive Stamps

Series 1 June 1854/ Series 2 August 1854

unrepeated messages for whatever claim may arise™. Stamps were printed by line-engraving in sheets of

The Elelctric Telegraph Company introduced adhesive stamps in May /June 1954, printed by Perkins, Bacon & Co., bearing the initials of JLR (John Lewis Ricaro - Company Chairman) and JSF (James |Sﬂ|}'FO!I!I’iI_IiCI‘ -
Company Secretary). These relatively large stamps measured S3mm x 67mm and stamps reinforced the company recommendation for retransmission to check accuracy, bearing the warning “not responsible for the transmission of

watermark (Figure 3). Ten thousand of each of the 1s, 2s and 2s 6d stamps were printed but only a few have survived.

sixteen (4 x 4), printed with control numbers in the upper left hand corner of each stamp and with T.H. SANDERS paper

Large Adhesive stamps issued 1st June 1854 (with control numbers between 9780 and 10000).
Under 50 miles (Is 0d, black on pale pink paper, control no. 9993).

Under 100 miles (2s 6d, black on blue paper, control no. 9987).

Above 100 miles (55 0d, black on white paper, control no. 9989).

Original gum remaining on all three stamps.

Langmead reports that fewer than ten of each of these original stamps exist (R4 rating). Sir E.D.
Bacon stated that some of the stamps of these first three issues are of greater rarity than British
Guiana “circulars” and the first issue of the Hawaiian Islands.

Large Adhesive siamps issued Augusi 1854 (Series 2) where the distances on these stamps were replaced almost
immediately with the writien monetary values:

Is 0d black on buff paper, plate 2, conirol no. 8746 from the first printing October 1857. 50,000 stamps were printed
up to 1960 with last 10,000 perforated.

25 0d black on blue-green, control no. 76705 {overwritten cancelled in manuscript so possibly used but with a large
part of original gum remaining), December 1838. This value had control numbers 10,001 ro 100,000 with the last
30,000 perforared.

ds 0d  black on white, first printing, conirol no. 12216, April 1856, cancelled by "RECEIVED THE ELECTRIC
TELEGRAPH COMPANY" oval handstamp in red, possibly unique. 210,000 stamps were printed up to December 1860
with control numbers up to 100,000 and an A series of A 70,001 to A 100,000. A further A series was perforated (A
100,001 to A 110,000).

4s 0d black on white, second printing, control no. 24938, October 1856.

Langmead reporis that fewer than ten of each of these original stamps exist (R4 rating).

New plates were made from the
original roller impressions for the
3d, 4s and 1s plate 2 values.
These stamps could only be used
for transmission on company
lines within Great Britain and
Ireland but not to the Continent.
These stamps were also issued
perforated from 1860 and are
reported to be among the first
perforated stamps by Perkins,

Delivery envelope showing Electric Telegraph Company Emblem, text on reverse flap of envelope: “You

are requested to give no fee or gratuity to the Messenger and to pay no charges beyond those entered on
the Messenger's Ticket and on the Message Form. Some envelopes do not have this message.

Bacon and Co.

' Receipt for payment on delivery of telegram , porterage of 1s 6d paid

Section 2. Small Adhesive Stamps

Series 1 Directors RG/JSF 1861

The next issue of stamps was designed by Charles Henry Jeens and engraved and lithographed by
Waterlow & Sons, London (1861-1870), following a tender process for a more conventional 25mm X
32mm design requirement. The stamps bore the initials RG (Robert Grimston-Chairman from 1860) and
JSF (J.S. Foudrinier-Secretary from 1854). A total of ten values were issued from 1861 to 1863, each tinted
a different colour according to the values: 3d (ochre), 6d (scarlet), 1s (orange), Is 6d (rose), 2s (green), 2s
6d (brown), 3s (blue), 4s (black), 5s (purple) and 10s (brown). All stamps can be found with perforations 12
and 12%, except 6d and 10s which have perforation 12% only. The 1s orange stamp was also issued with an
A series where the letter A is included in the control tablet as part of the design and this series are also only
perforated at 12%. The 1s, 1s 6d and 2s values of these stamps are also known unnumbered/unperforated
and are reported to be proof samples by Langmead, whereas Lister and McDonald indicated these are likely
to be remainders (Figure 5a)

Full set of used RG/JSF adhesive stamps, issued in 1861. The scarcest stamp is the 6d scarlet (Langmead R4,
less than 10 copies existing), with the Is (control panel A), 1s 6d, 25 6d, 4s, 5s and 10s all rated as “10 to 50

copies existing” (Langmead R3).

Section 3. Small Adhesive Stamps

The 1864 change in Company Secretary resulted in a new set of stamps with the initials changed to
RG and HW (Henry Weaver -Secretary from 1864). The 2s 6d, 4s, 5s, and 10s values were not
reissued. All values exist as perforation 12% and 10 (afier 1866), except the 3s (blue) value which
only exists as perforation 10.

Delivery form at this time also indicates that there was no porterage fee when the distance from the
receiving office does not exceed half-a-mile.
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Series 2 Directors RG/HW 1864

lower boxes and higher values were not reprinted in this series

Full set of used RG/HW hand cancelled stamps, all perforation 12%, the scarcest of these being the Is
(orange) value, deemed as R2 by Langmead (50 to 100 copies existing). Stamps retained the 1861 date in

1863 Delivery Telegram to Dame St., Dublin. A
; received at C. Green T Station ‘ . 2
ThemmpanymedFunn‘ZT?Wfmﬁrwardmgmmsagesﬁlhmefugmsu;alwaysmasthcymusu&ﬂy {Tde mst{o*l:l?ﬁc )haedmphinlﬂﬁ;m: Y -E_
destroyed as soon as the message was sent (for confidentiality) while delivery f are much more common e i words mduoedsu . e o 5 v 3 > "
as they were often filed with the correspondence received. Langmead reports the existence of only six unused s 1mnu-2m mﬂnfﬂﬁ’m o . TE 2 o Y e
277W forms, all having a three shilling RG/JSF perforation 12 stamp, with low control numbers between o  than 200 mil DIETANOE. |W,’_";’:_F e .. DISTANCE. ;m By Meoenger
41.”} aﬁﬁﬁuie;mgﬁf is largely tﬂkw?lthllp b)f ﬁ m‘g: WI% Gotitls insueance Rare Irish receiving cancel on reverse - College Green Dublin, only Electric and Em:%_m" i T W T | T e e w1 tﬁ - !
tariffs and liabili insured errors with tariffs liabili . jonal - receivi 1 kn  above). ; : ‘beyond Th -1 3
This 277W form populated in 1863, franked with 3s, low control mumber (4474) stamp but form was not :’;:;'T“};:::;.;E;?:TP; ;:;Tﬁnf:é::lgﬁ::kr :1:;:{; ug; :i::;iﬂs_} \ e No delivery by Foot Messengors beyond Three Milex = {
apparently used. 'I Light Grey delivery envelope, in contrast to buff manila envelope previously shown. Wy PREERS —— o
Section 3. Small Adhesive Stamps Series 2 Directors RG/HW 1864 Section 3. Small Adhesive Stamps Series 2 Directors RG/HW 1864

This delivery form is the 26th issue of
Form 204 W (Delivery form A). Form
now indicates a network of 1000
telegraph offices and new Company
Secretary H. Weaver.

General Office is now at “Telegraph
Street”, London. This is a renaming of
- original address to reflect the impact
| this company has made.

' New Form also printed by Waterlow &
Sons, London.

Multiples of mint adhesive RG/HW stamps. i |

Six block of 6d is scarce item .

Reverse of Form 204W Delivery
Form A - Sent and received within
Dublin - August 1867, fees
displayed (unchanged).
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Face of of 204 W Delivery Form A -Sent

—— =

and received within Carlisle, England. - August 1867 — no porterage fee.

The Electric and International company also issued Director message stamps with the
JLR/JSF stamp issued in 1855 and replaced with a RG/HW stamp in 1864. The latter stamps
were meant for the use of Captain Huish and the message could be sent without any payment,
once signed by a Director of the company. This issue was lithographed on blue wove paper
with control numbers 1000 to 1100. Lowe also reports director stamps with the names of
Thomas Brassey (Director 1858 to 1869) and Lord Alfred Paget (Director 1855 to 1869),
while Lister adds the name of Charles William Earle (Director 1867 to 1870). The only
existing Lord Alfred Paget stamp is contained in the Royal Collection.

RG/HW Director Message stamp.

The 1s, 1s 6d and 2s values of the RG/JSF

stamps are also known

unnum orated and are reported to Face of 204 W Delivery Form B - Received at
be proof samples by Langmead, whereas London Telegraph Office 241 — July 1868.
Lister and McDonald indicated these are Issued at same time as Form A but for use
likely to be remainders. primarily in London.

Form also indicates network now at 1000

telegraph offices — New Company Secretary
H. Weaver.

Reverse of Delivery Form B - Recetved st High Holbor, London - August 1868 — no porterage foe.
{Elm receiving cancel for telegraph office 241 -High Holborn. Top of Form lists significant London offices.

Section 4. Electric And International Telegraph Continental Service

Continental Stamp 1861

3d stamp as RS, only known in institutional collections and picture shown is one of only two copies in private hands.

The Electric Company also operated a continental telegraph service and stamps for this service were also designed by C.H. Jeens and lithographed by Waterlow & Sons, London. These stamps had the initials R.G. and
J.S.F. and the year of issue. Only four values were printed, namely 3d, 18d, 4s and 8s. Of these four values, only the 3d and 8s values are known to exist, while the others are identified from Waterlow records. The 12 x
12% 3d below has a blue-black vertical bar, control no. 1606, on wove paper. Lister reports that the vertical blue-black bar was to aid clerks in readily identifying the stamps rather than as a cancel. Langmead lists this

Eight Shilling Imperforate Plate Block Proof,
without control numbers, only lknown
example of multiples of this proof.

Four Shilling Die Proof in black on India
paper (reduced by 15%), laid down on card,

with additional tablets of 3d, 8s and 18d 3d Electric Telegraph Continental Stamp,
Rare item ex A.J. Lowe (1990) and S.J. rated R5 by Langmead, only known in
Lawrie (2020) collections. institutional collections. One of only two
All Electric Telegraph Stamps bore the copies known in private hands.

initials RG and JSF. e

Eight Shilling Imperforate Plate
Block Proof, without control

numbers, on white wove paper.

Waterlow & Sons, London, produced a woven map showing the
network which the Electric Telegraph Company was connected to in
1859 (next page). This map extends as far east as Moscow and as far
south as Constantine in Algeria. The telegraph line to the United
States, from Valentia in Ireland, is shown on this map as under
construction. This was the most successful private company in the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and it boasted control of
1,500 miles of telegraphic line by 1848 and 15,000 miles of wire by
1851 (within Great Britain and Ireland). Ultimately the success of the
private companies and the need to further extend the telegraphic
network, led to the Telegraphic Act 1868, which conferred power on
the Postmaster General to acquire the existing Telegraph Companies,
with a further Telegraph Act in 1869 required to ensure a Post Office
monopoly going forward. The private telegraph systems were finally
transferred to the Post Office on 4th February 1870, the main
arguments for this change being uniformity of charges and the wider
extension of the telegraphic service. The Electric and International
Telegraphic Company was purchased by the Post Office for £2, 938,
826 and of all the private companies, this was the only one to destroy
all its papers, stamps and printing plates. This fact, along with the
established practice of destroying stamped telegraph transmission
forms to maintain confidentiality, means many of these stamps are
very difficult to acquire.




“Those who admire modern civilization usually identify it with the steam engine |
and the electric telegraph™ — George Bernard Shaw. '
The development of the telegraph service in the mid-nineteenth century allowed for a much faster communication
than the postal service, with a delivery of messages in hours rather than days or weeks. The corresponding rapid
growth of the railways throughout the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland allowed the railway
companies to be the first to adopt this new form of communication. They erected telegraph poles to run alongside
their railway lines, primarily for their own use but later opened their service to the public as they realised the
potential for increasing profits. This service was then expanded by a number of private telegraph companies, the
first of these being “The Electric Telegraph Company” in June 1846. The directors and shareholders of the
company were dominated by people involved in railway construction, and the company were the first to issue
franked paper, followed by a series of stamps for the payment of telegrams sent by the public. |
Morse, Cook, Wheatstone and Siemens all developed electric telegraph machines and the first commercial system | |
was introduced in the United States in 1844 by Samuel Morse. Not long afterwards, “The Electric Telegraph
Company”™ was founded in 1846 in the United Kingdom after they bought the Cook and Wheatstone patents for
their electric needle telegraph. The company became operational after the passing of the Electric Telegraph
Company Act of 1846 and the company later amalgamated with “The International Telegraph Company™ in 1855
to become “The Electric & International Telegraph Company”, both companies being promoted by the same
financial interests.
The Electric Telegraph Company first produced stamped stationery with a franked message paper/forms issued in
May 1851 for the London Exhibition held in Hyde Park. These were printed by Waterlow and Sons on handmade
wove paper, watermarked with the name of the company in double- lined Roman capitals, Telegraph messages
were limited to a maximum of twenty words each for the standard tariff rates but additional words could be added
at a cost of 3d per word, with address and initials counted as full words.

Exhibit Objective and Scope
The objective of the exhibit is to demonstrate the “philatelic” evolution of the telegraphic service provided
by the first British private telegraph company, “The Electric Telegraph Company” from its creation in
1846 until the company was bought by the British Post Office in 1870. This evolution includes the first
British franked telegraph forms and the first British adhesive telegraph stamps (both for use within the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland) and stamps dedicated for use on its Continental service.

Exhibit Plan |

1. The Electric Telegraph Company Franked Message Papers 1851 & Large
Adhesive Stamps 1854.

2. The Electric and International Telegraph Company Small Adhesive Stamps Significant .

(Series RG/JSF) 1861. items with red |

3. The Electric and International Telegraph Company Small Adhesive Stamps border/text/dot.

(Series RG/HW) 1863. '

4. The Electric and International Telegraph Company Continental Stamps 1861.
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1. Large Adhesive Stamps

Series 1 June 1854 / Series 2 August 1854

The Elelctric Telegraph Company introduced adhesive stamps in May /June 1954, printed by Perkins, Bacon & Co., bearing the initials of JLR (John Lewis Ricaro - Company Chairman) and JSF (James |Sealy Foudrinier -
CnmpanySecrctmy}.ﬁmsereiaﬁvetylargesmmpsmsmedﬂmmxE‘?mmandstampsreinfmnedthrmmmmmhmmmMW,mmmmWﬁbhmmmmnuf
unrepeated messages for whatever claim may arise”™. Stamps were printed by line-engraving in sheets of sixteen (4 x 4), printed with control numbers in the upper left hand comer of each stamp and with T.H. SANDERS paper
watermark (Figure 3). Ten thousand of each of the 1s, 2s and 2s 6d stamps were printed but only a few have survived.

Large Adhesive stamps issued Ist June 1854 (with control numbers between 9780 and 10000).
Under 58 miles (1s 0d, black on pale pink paper, control no. 9993).

Under 100 miles (25 6d, black on blue paper, control no. 9987).

Above 100 miles (55 0d, black on white paper, control no. 9989).

Original gum remaining on all three stamps.

Langmead reports that fewer than ten of each of these original stamps exist (R4 rating). Sir E.D,
Bacon stated that some of the stamps of these first three issues are of greater rarity than British
Guiana “circulars” and the first issue of the Hawaiian Islands.

Large Adhesive stamps issued August 1854 (Series 2) where the distances on these stamps were replaced almost
immediately with the written monetary values:

Is 0d black on buff paper, plate 2, control na. 8746 from the first printing October 1857. 50,000 stamps were printed
up to 1960 with last 10,000 perforated

2s 0d black on blue-green, control no. 76703 (overwritten cancelled in manuscript so passibly used but with a large
part of original gum remaining), December 1858. This value had control numbers 10,001 to 100,000 with the last
30,000 perforated.

4s 0d  black on white, first printing, control no. 12216, April 1856, cancelled by “RECEIVED THE ELECTRIC
TELEGRAPH COMPANY" oval handsiamp in red, possibly unique. 210,000 stamps were printed up to December 1860
with control numbers up te 100,000 and an A series of A 70,001 to A 100,000. A further A series was perforated (A
100,001 10 A 110,000).

4s 0d black on white, second printing, control no. 24958, October 1856.

Langmead reports that fewer than ten of each of these original stamps exist (R4 rating).

New plates were made from the
original roller impressions for the
3d, 4s and 1s plate 2 values.
These stamps could only be used
for transmission on company
lines within Great Britain and
Ireland but not to the Continent.
These stamps were also issued
perforated from 1860 and are
reported to be among the first

Delivery envelope showing Electric Telegraph Company Emblem, text on reverse flap of envelope: “You

are requested to give no fee or gratuity to the Messenger and to pay no charges beyond those entered on
the Messenger's Ticket and on the Message Form. Some envelopes do not have this message.

perforated stamps by Perkins,
Bacon and Co.

Receipt for payment on delivery of telegram , porterage of 1s 6d paid




Section 2. Small Adhesive Stamps Series 1 Directors RG/JSF 1861

The next issue of stamps was designed by Charles Henry Jeens and engraved and lithographed by
Waterlow & Sons, London (1861-1870), following a tender process for a more conventional 25mm x
32mm design requirement. The stamps bore the initials RG (Robert Grimston-Chairman from 1860) and
JSF (J.S. Foudrinier-Secretary from 1854). A total of ten values were issued from 1861 to 1863, each tinted
a different colour according to the values: 3d (ochre), 6d (scarlet), 1s (orange), 1s 6d (rose), 2s (green), 2s
6d (brown), 3s (blue), 4s (black), 5s (purple) and 10s (brown). All stamps can be found with perforations 12
and 12%, except 6d and 10s which have perforation 122 only. The 1s orange stamp was also issued with an
A series where the letter A is included in the control tablet as part of the design and this series are also only
perforated at 12%. The 1s, 1s 6d and 2s values of these stamps are also known unnumbered/unperforated
and are reported to be proof samples by Langmead, whereas Lister and McDonald indicated these are likely
to be remainders (Figure 5a)

Full set of used RG/JSF adhesive stamps, issued in 1861. The scarcest stamp is the 6d scarlet (Langmead R4,
less than 10 copies existing), with the Is (control panel A), 1s 6d, 2s 6d, 4s, 55 and 10s all rated as “10 to 50

copies existing” (Langmead R3).

The company used Form 277W for forwarding messages. These forms are always scarce as they were usually
destroyed as soon as the message was sent (for confidentiality) while delivery forms are much more common
as they were often filed with the correspondence received. Langmead reporis the existence of only six unused
277W forms, all having a three shilling RG/JSF perforation 12 stamp, with low control numbers between
4110 and 4498. Reverse of form is largely taken up by the security of transmission and details insurance
tariffs and liabilities arising from insured errors with tariffs up to £10 for a liability of £1000.

This 277W form populated in 1863, franked with 3s, low control number (4474) stamp but form was not
apparently used.




Section 3. Small Adhesive Stamps

The 1864 change in Company Secretary resulted in a new set of stamps with the initials changed to
RG and HW (Henry Weaver -Secretary from 1864). The 2s 6d, 4s, 5s, and 10s values were not
reissued. All values exist as perforation 12% and 10 (after 1866), except the 3s (blue) value which
only exists as perforation 10.

Delivery form at this time also indicates that there was no porterage fee when the distance from the
receiving office does not exceed half-a-mile.

Full set of used RG/HW hand cancelled stamps, all perforation 12%, the scarcest of these being the Is

(orange) value, deemed as R2 by Langmead (30 to 100 copies existing). Stamps retained the 1861 date in
lower boxes and higher values were not reprinted in this series

1863 Delivery Telegram to Dame St., Dublin.
(received at College Green Telegraph Station)
Telegram cost (< 20 words) had reduced in 1863 to:

1s under 50 miles,
Is 6d 100-200 miles,
2s greater than 200 miles.

Rare Irish receiving cancel on reverse - College Green Dublin, only Electric and
International Telegraph Company receiving cancel known (Copy above).

(Ref. Hans Bergdolt, Telegraphy in Ireland, Revealer, page 53 Spring 2008.)

Light Grey delivery envelope, in contrast to buff manila envelope previously shown.

Series 2 Directors RG/HW 1864
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Section 3. Small Adhesive Stamps

Multiples of mint adhesive RG/HW stamps.

Six block of 6d is scarce item .
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This delivery form is the 26th issue of
Form 204 W (Delivery form A). Form
now indicates a network of 1000
telegraph offices and new Company
Secretary H. Weaver.

General Office is now at “Telegraph
Street”, London. This is a renaming of
original address to reflect the impact
this company has made.

New Form also printed by Waterlow &

Reverse of Form 204W Delivery
Form A - Sent and received within
Dublin - August 1867, fees
displayed (unchanged).

Series 2 Directors RG/HW 1864 i

o SRR

j.

Face of of 204 W Delivry Form A -Seat and received within Carlisie, England. - August 1867 — no porerage fee.




Section 3. Small Adhesive Stamps

The Electric and International company also issued Director message stamps with the
JLR/JSF stamp issued in 1855 and replaced with a RG/HW stamp in 1864. The latier stamps
were meant for the use of Captain Huish and the message could be sent without any payment,
once signed by a Director of the company. This issue was lithographed on blue wove paper
with control numbers 1000 to 1100. Lowe also reports director stamps with the names of
Thomas Brassey (Director 1858 to 1869) and Lord Alfred Paget (Director 1855 to 1869),
while Lister adds the name of Charles William Earle (Director 1867 to 1870). The only
existing Lord Alfred Paget stamp is contained in the Royal Collection.

RG/HW Director Message stamp.

=

The 1s, 1s 6d and 2s values of the RG/JSF
stamps are also known
unnumbered'unperforated and are reported to
be proof samples by Langmead, whereas
Lister and McDonald indicated these are
likely to be remainders.

Face of 204 W Delivery Form B - Received at
London Telegraph Office 241 — July 1868.
Issued at same time as Form A but for use
primarily in London.

Form also indicates network now at 1000

telegraph offices — New Company Secretary
H. Weaver.

Series 2 Directors RG/HW 18§4

Received at High Holborn, London - August 1868 — no porterage fee.
Clear receiving cancel for telegraph office 241 -High Holborn. Top of Form lists significant London offices.




Section 4. Electric And International Telegraph Continental Service

Continental Stamp 1861

3d stamp as RS, only known in institutional collections and picture shown is one of only two copies in private hands.

The Electric Company also operated a continental telegraph service and stamps for this service were also designed by C.H. Jeens and lithographed by Waterlow & Sons, London. These stamps had the initials R.G. and
J.S.F. and the year of issue. Only four values were printed, namely 3d, 18d, 4s and 8s. Of these four values, only the 3d and 8s values are known to exist, while the others are identified from Waterlow records. The 12 x
12% 3d below has a blue-black vertical bar, control no. 1606, on wove paper. Lister reports that the vertical blue-black bar was to aid clerks in readily identifying the stamps rather than as a cancel. Langmead lists this

Eight Shilling Imperforate Plate
Block Proof. without control
numbers, on white wove paper.

Eight Shilling Imperforate Plate Block Proof.
without control numbers, only Inown
example of multiples of this proof.

Four Shilling Die Proof in black on India
paper (reduced by 15%), laid down on card,

with additional tablets of 3d, 8s and 18d

Rare item ex AJ Lowe (1990) and S.J.
Lawrie (2020) collections.

All Electric Telegraph Stamps bore the
initials RG and JSF.

{3&’ Electric Telegraph Continental Stamp,
| rated R> by Langmead only known in
| institutional collections. One of only twe
| copies known in private hands.

Waterlow & Sons, London, produced a woven map showing the
network which the Electric Telegraph Company was connected to in
1859 (next page). This map extends as far east as Moscow and as far
south as Constantine in Algeria. The telegraph line to the United
States, from Valentia in Ireland, is shown on this map as under
construction. This was the most successful private company in the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and it boasted control of
1,500 miles of telegraphic line by 1848 and 15.000 miles of wire by
1851 (within Great Britain and Ireland). Ultimately the success of the
private companies and the need to further extend the telegraphic
network, led to the Telegraphic Act 1868, which conferred power on
the Postmaster General to acquire the existing Telegraph Companies,
with a further Telegraph Act in 1869 required to ensure a Post Office
monopoly going forward. The private telegraph systems were finally
transferred to the Post Office on 4th February 1870, the main
arguments for this change being uniformity of charges and the wider
extension of the telegraphic service. The Electric and International
Telegraphic Company was purchased by the Post Office for £2, 938,
826 and of all the private companies, this was the only one to destroy
all its papers, stamps and printing plates. This fact, along with the
established practice of destroying stamped telegraph transmission
forms to maintain confidentiality, means many of these stamps are
very difficult to acquire.
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