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2 : F 0 R E N S I C  M E D I C I N E  &  S U M E R I A N  &  E G Y P T I A N  C I V I L I S A  T I O N  2 : 1 2

S U M A R L A N  C I V I L I S A T I O N  :  O u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a b o u t  F o r e n s i c  M e d i c i n e  a s p e c t  e n h a n c e d  t h r o u g h  

m e d i c a l  t a b l e t s  w r i t t e n  i n  S u m e r i a n  a n d  A k k a d i a n  c u n e i f o r m  (  L a t i n  “ W e d g e - S h a p e d )  w r i t i n g .  I n  B a b y l o n ,  

king Hammurabi r e c e i v e d  t h e  o l d e s t  w r i t t e n  “ C o d e  o f  L o w ”  f r o m  “ T h e  S u n  g o d ”  c a r v e d  o n  s t o n e  i n  2 5 0 0  

B C  I t  c o n s i s t s  o f  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  n e g l i g e n c e  b y  p h y s i c i a n s  a n d  s u r g e o n s ,  A d u l t e r y ,  M u r d e r  &  A b d u c t i o n  

I r a q  1 9 6 4 -  1 5 th  a n n i v e r s a r y  H u m a n  R i g h t s  “S o n  g o d ,  H a m m u r a b i  &  C o d e  o f  L o w ”

2 8 0  c o d e s ,  m i s s i n g  ( 1 3  a n d  6 6 - 9 9 )  o n  8 ’ t a l l  S t e l l a  c a n  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  g e n e s i s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  c o d e  o f  h e a l t h - c a r e

O n  o n e  o f  t h e  c l a y

F.D.C. 10/6/1964 v i l / i / * . J,1

t a b l e t s  r e c o r d s  t h e  

“  F i r s t  m u r d e r  t r i a l ”  
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W r i t i n g  s e r i e s
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a n d  t h e  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  t o  k i n g  

Z o s e r  a t  a r o u n d  3 0 0 0  B C  i s  
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o f  m e d i c i n e  C a i r o  1 9 2 8 .

lo h m  g o f f e r y £ s£  
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2 .‘F O R E N S I C  M E D I C I N E  -  H I N D U  &  C H I N E S E  C I V I L I S A T I O N 2 : 2 3

H i n d u  m e d i c i n e :  h a s  l o n g  h i s t o r y  a n d  e a r l y  c o n c e p t  w r i t t e n  i n  S a n s k r i t  c a l l e d  V e d a s .  T h e  m e d i c i n e  s y s t e m  

c a l l e d  A y u r v e d a ,  r e c e i v e d  b y  D h a n v a n t a r i  “ G o d  o f  m e d i c i n e ”  f r o m  t h e  s u p r e m e  G o d  B r a h m a .  T h e  t r e a t i e s  

c a l l e d  S a m h i t a  w r i t t e n  b y  a  p h y s i c i a n  - C h a r a k  a n d  a  s u r g e o n  S h u s h r u t  w h i c h  h a s  m e n t i o n e d  “  d i f f e r e n c e  

b e t w e e n  d r o w n i n g  a n d  s u f f o c a t i o n ,  w o u n d s  a n d  c e r t a i n  p o i s o n s . ”  B e i n g  H i n d u s ,  b o d y  d i s s e c t i o n  w a s  n o t  

a l l o w e d .  P u n i s h m e n t  f o r  m a l p r a c t i c e ,  m u r d e r  e t c  i n  p l a c e  a n d  a d u l t e r y  w a s  p u n i s h a b l e  w i t h  c u t t i n g  o f  n o s e  

N e p a l  1 9 7 8  c o v e r  f r o m  D a l a g  t o  

K a t h m a n d u  O n e  3 0 p  s t a m p  h o n o u r i n g  

D h a n v a n t a r i - G o d  o f  M e d i c i n e  
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S t a t u e  o f  t h e  G o d  B r a h m a  

H o l d i n g  s c r i p t  o f  V e d a s  

C h i n e s e  C i v i l i s a t i o n :

b e t w e e n  2 0 0 0 - 1 0 0 0 B C  a  b o o k  o f “  I n t e r n a l  M e d i c i n e  ’’ a t t r i b u t e d  t o  T h e  Y e l l o w  E m p e r o r  c a l l e d  H u a n g  

T i  S u  W e n  w h i c h ,  m e n t i o n e d  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  d r o w n i n g  a n d  s u f f o c a t i o n  C h i n a - 2 0 1 8  S o n g  C i -  F a t h e r  
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Forensic pathology was the origin of forensic medicine and there was hardly any distinction between the two 
in its early days. Antistius, a Roman surgeon who performed the first Roman autopsy on the corpse of Julius 

Caesar (44 BC) examined all the 23 wounds and declared that only one, through the heart was fatal. 
Galan: 130AD -  210AD physician to Gladiator, learned dissection in Alexandria and did many autopsies in Rome, 
First Roman autopsy GB 2002 M eter m ark: The Royal college o f pathologist Galan Greece 1996

Julius Caesar - Greece 1937 I"
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A n d r e a s  V e s a l i u s  : proved Galen’s anatomy misleading. In 1543, he published De H um ani Corporis Fabrica

Illustration from 
his famous book

A. V E S A L E

1514 -1564 F . D . C .  

P. 131

Portugal 2014

Belgium FDC 1964-Andreas V esalius: Father of'Anatom y, Teaching A natom y o f arm  

1935 - Sem i-postal stamp o f Luxem bourgfor Int. Relief F u n d fo r Intellectuals - Surgeons dissecting

Costa Rica1980 50th Anniversary o f 

Legal Medicine in Cost Rica with 

Appropriate Gancellatio
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Stamp showing 
Dr.Tulp’sAnatomy class 

Demonstrating the 
anatomy of the Arm 
By Rembrandt - 1632



4: FORENSIC MEDICINE -  CORONER & BOW  STREET RUNNER. 4:1 5

Coroner-the word came from “Corona” meaning “Custos Placitorum Corona” “keeper of the crown please” 

appeared in England during 871-910 AD and established in 1194 by King Richard I, the lion heart, from 
being medieval tax collector to Judicial officer charged with investigation of sudden, violent and unnatural 

death. Coroner was the 3rd most powerful person in the country after the King and Sheriff.
A  scarce CORONA cancellation o f 1904 U SA

ROST
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SEP 27 6 PM o4|
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TMie Bloc f t OR TH e Aoooee

1992-GB booklet “Sheriffs 

millennium drawing by J  Mathews

ii 3 ;n  ! i : i : i i i > w w w

TTonstitutio Criminalis Carolina — The first German Criminal Law was 

established by Emperor Charles V in 1530, introducing investigation 

for Murder, Manslaughter, Homosexuality, Robber}', and Witch Craft

France: King Richard I  

80( f  Death Anniversary

Em peror Charles V o s  

as Carlos I  o f Spain

In 1749 Henry Fielding, founded a small band o f “Thief takers” 

which grew to a strong force known as “Bow Street Runners ”

Robert Peel, established the first Metropolitan Police Force in 1829 

Known as ‘Bobbies’ or ‘Peelers’ with blue dress, truncheon and whisde. 

Duringl6th Century, Amhroise Pare a barber surgeon studied gun shot 

wounds, sex crimes and vital organs o f murder victims. In 1642 courses 

o f forensic medicine were started in the university o f  Leipzig, Prague 

and Vienna. In France, Louse XV, introduced examination for Surgeons.

GB-1979 Sir Robert Peel Commemoration

France 1942 

A m broise Pare 

Wrote treaty onj

Gunshot wounds

600 years Leipzig University Germary 2009

Prague 

University 

Chechoslovakia 

1348 - 1948
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5: FORENSIC MEDICINE & DACTYLOSCOPY-SCIENCE OF FINGERPRINT. 5:1 6

Three is no doubt that human beings are individualised by their fingerprints and offer an infallible and superior 

means o f personal identification than any other methods o f  identification till DNA came in to an existence. 

Marcello Malpighi: (1628 -1694) An Italian anatomist, described Ridges, Spirals and Loops in fingerprints.

Ireland 1983- Neolithic 

Passage grove - evidence of 

ancient knowledge of 

Fingerprints

Italy - 1978 

Marcello Malpighi

Turks e> Caicos 1995 TYY  Birth Annie. O f M ark Twain. In his 

book “Life on the M ississippi” A  murderer was identified by 

thum bprint on t door before Dactyloscopy was known

Sir William H erschel was the first Englishman 

who used o f fingerprint on Native contracts in 

1858 and realised that all fingerprints were unique

Fingerprint on One Anna  

Stamp o f H olkar state 

Maharaja Tukoji Rao III

Johannes Evangelista Purkyne : ( 1787 -  1869) A Czech Physiologist described different pattern whorl, 

loops circle in 1823.He was first to use Microtome. Cerebellum cell and Fibers in heart bears his name.

Cgech. commercial cover sent on 10.X.1937 by Auto -motor post with appropriate cancellation from Bratislava using 1Kc stamp. 

Like manv fictional detectives,

Sherlock Holmes has used 

Fingerprint: GB Booklet 1987

S h e rlo c k
H o lm e s

A Study in 
Scarlet
First in a  series  

from an idea by 

M ark  Collicott 

illustrated by 
A ndrew  

Davidson  

Printed  by 

H arrison & 

Sons Limited

L IE B E R M A N N
— Peitoratelia a vePkoobchod vinom — 
Weinproduzenten und Weingrosshandlung

B R A T I S L A V A
M O B U C N tC K A  U LIC A  & I .



5:F0RENSIC MEDICINE & DACTYLOSCOPY -  SCEINCE OF FINGERPRINT 5:2 7

D rH em y Fauld a surgeon in Tsukiji hospital Tokyo, studied and published article discussing “ fingerprint” 

as a means o f personal identification sent his fingerprint Information to Darwin in 1880, who sent to his 

cousin Francis Galton due to his illness. Galton wrote his observations on fingerprints for identification in 

his book “Fingerprints”. The book included the first classification system o f  fingerprints

R e p . H r v a t s k a  2008 p o s tc a r d  c e le b ra tin g  150y e a r s  o f  B i r th  o f  J u a n  Y u c e tic h . H i s  

s ta m p  c a n c e lle d  w ith  p o s tm a r k  o f  Z a g r e b  a n d  h is  w o r k  o n  c la s s ific a tio n  o f  F in g e r p r in t G B  19 8 2 - C e n t in a r y  

C h a r le s  D a r w in  

1 8 0 9 -  1 8 8 2  

s p e c ia l c a n c e lla tio n  o n  

S ta m p  o f  G r e a t  B r i ta in

/CHARLES^
/DARWIN
kv CENTENARY 
\  10 FEB 1982 a
\ london/

\ \  N W l  / /
150. ob(je±nlcw rodenJw h/tuu i Z u cetiav 1858. -  1925.

A r g e n t in a  2 0 0 8 p r e  s ta m p e d  p o s tc a r d  s h o w in g ]  uan Vucetich ‘s  p a s s p o r ts  s ig n a tu r e  a n d  p h o to :  Both post cards are scarce.

150
del 'y y fr s v  -

ICORREO
f  A R C E N T I N O

,f/itien /o r deliisfem a dac/tlascefuco a  raen/<no 

fA olicia de la  dAraiMneta de dAuenos S fires

A r g e n t in a  R e p u b lic  1 9 6 2  

Juan Vucetich :1858-1925 

C r o a tia n  bom  A r g e n t in ia n  

Police officer pioneered 

Forensic Dactyloscopy 

solving double murder 

case of Francisca Rojas 

in 1892: The first ever 

murder case.



5: FORENSIC MEDICINE & DACTYLOSCOPY -  SCIENCE OF FINGERPRINT 5:3  8

Juan  Francisco Steegers: 1856-1921 A p h o to g rap h e r and  studen t o f  Police fingerprints technique

A p ioneer o f  dactyloscopy o f  C uba w ho  established the first N ational F ingerprin t B ureau o f  Cuba. 

F i r s t  D a y  C o v e r  1 9 5 7  C u b a  h o n o u r in g ]  F  S te e g e r s  -P io n e e r  o fD a c ty lo s c o p y  o f  C u b a  S te e g e r s  h o n o u r e d  o n  s e c o n d

s ta m p  o f  C u b a  1 9 5 7 -1 2 C  

‘T h u m b p rin t”

R e p . M a u r i ta n i a l  9 7 3  

I n t e r p o l : m aking arrest

S ir  E d w a rd  H enry:18 5 0 -1 8 3 1  -H istory o f  cover: W h ile  m r k i n g f o r  B e n g a l p o lic e - In d ia . h e  d e v e lo p e d  u n iq u e  f in g e r p r in t  

id e n tif ic a tio n  s y s te m  in  1 8 9 7 . a n d  in tr o d u c e d  to  N e w  S c o t la n d  Y a r d  in  1901 . C o v e r  m a r k in g  c e n te n a iy  o f  M e tr o p o l ita n  f in g e r p r in t  

B u r e a u  S e r v ic e  a n d  I n t .  I d e n t i f ic a tio n  C o n fe re n c e  2 0 0 1 . C o v e r  d e s ig n e d  b y  D e r e k  M il le r .  P o r tr a i t  i s  h o u s e d  in  N e w  S c o t la n d  S a r d .

M E T R O P O L IT A N

P O L I C E
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p a ir  o f booklet pen -Paul Revere 

who identified Soldiers sku ll 

by dental work - F irst case o f 

Forensic Dentistry

A ustria  7 (fh Int. D entist 

Federation Congressl982

France 1961 Pierre Fauchard-Pioneer o f Dentistry u ith  his brilliant book ‘Treatise o f teeth”

N epa l2007 Chhatrapati 

Free clinic golden Jubilee 

Stamp showing dental 

work Denture c~ clinic

P R E M I E R  J O U R  D E M I S S I O N

OAft- P I E R R Ea
F A U C H A R D

I? JUIL

4

Since 1951 Dental work Data has been recognised as method of Identification especially during train or plane 

crash. Teeth can reveal sex, age, health, habit & profession. Mass murderer Ted Bundy was caught due to his 
bite marks on victims’ a trade mark of his crime

Finland 1984-Dental 

Federation Congress- 

H elsinki D entist <& 

Patient's D ental 

work data

A ustralia 1990 cancellation 

o f D ental instruments on pre 

stamped cover. Stamp showing 

comparison o f 2  dental X -rays

FIRST D AY O F ISSUE

Australia

Forensic Odontology ( Dentistry) has two main roles .One is simple , the identification of dead and second 

the complicated one is, the identification of an assailant who has used his or her teeth as weapon, through the 
examination of anatomical structure, dental appliances and restoration. Teeth are almost indestructible .

Israel 2010 A dam  z ?  Eve

The first mention of Dental Abraham Lincoln was assassinated by Booth, who was Apollonia the

Reference when Eve asked identified by his family dentist through his dental work Patron saint of dentists
Adam to bite on a

P i e r r e  F A U C H A R D
« P6re de I’A rt D entaire »
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Also known as Ballistic Fingerprint, helps reconstruction o f crime scenes involving firearm. It heavily relies 

on bullets, cartridge, gunpowder, shells and fire arms recovered at crime scene to find out exact weapon, 

velocity angle, distance and ultimately shooter. Forensic Ballistic was used first by H enry Goddard in 1935.

S c a r c e  D e n m a r k  1 9 3 2  c o v e r  

a d v e r t i s i n g  ‘A k r i f  p i s t o l  

c a n c e l le d  w i t h  5 x 5  O r e

Cancellation “Pistol River” 

1957 USA James Mace lost 

his pistol in the river in 1853

Scarce India 1939 Cover 

advertising Fire-arms e r  

Ammunitions Showing 

Cartridge

Small arm also referred as Firearm includes Pistols, Revolvers & Rifles

H e s s  R 5  G L S K O S L W E N S K A  

Z b K O J O V K b

A -  S ,

^  P R f i t t A

B U

A l w a y s  Re l ia b l e

E L A H E E  B U K S H & C o .

A R M S  &  A M M U N I T I O N  

D E A L E R S

K A S H M E R E  G A T E ,  

D E L H I -
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The story o f poison began 

when man first learned of 

substances harmful to human.

/  25 niAni. of discovery of Gibraltar 

Skull “Cave men sitting around fire ”

Cancellation- 1s r Toxicology 

Congress: Spain 1971. Barcelona

An Arab Alchemist discovered Arsenic 

which became king o f poisons being 

Odourless, Test less and colourless

Union of Arab 

harmacists 

Tunisia 1966

m
� � ���� � �� � � � 	

Sweden 1942, Birth Bicentenary C a r l Scheele — Scheel made discover}' o f Arsenic Acid in 1775

Samuel Hahnemann: Father of

�����������	�� �	����	������ �
���	�� ������������� � �
��	���	��� �� 

Homeopathy obtained Yellow 
deposit from Arsenic Acid 
Bicentenary Hahnemann-Slonaco 

1790- 1990

Although 16 n Centurv England gripped by poisons especially Arsenic Scientists soon 

realised that Arsenic could be absorbed by body (hair) and detected later, hence lost its popularity

M adeline Smith who was accused o f murdering her lover 

by Arsenic poison inl857.The case was unproved due to 

blurred postmark on envelope containing undated letter

Madeline Smith postmark 

Also known as 

Famous Glasgow -1857 

post-mark

King Louis XIV Issued decree 

forbidding chemist to sell poisons 

He introduced signing o f  poison book

France 1968 

L o u is  X I V
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