Letter mail via Petsamo, Finland, 1940

This is a research exhibit about the importance of Petsamo,
the only neutral mail transit port in Europe during the summer of 1940.

General:

Preparations for transportation from and to Petsamo.

When the Winter war between Finland and Soviet Union ended in March, 1940, a possibility opened
for Finland to use Liinahamari port in Petsamo for importing and exporting goods. The connection to
the ocean via the Baltic Sea had already then become uncertain. When Germany invaded Denmark and
Norway in April, 1940, the service via this route was suspended.

While Russian troops were still in Petsamo, General Walden held a meeting in the Ministry of Defence
concerning transportation via Petsamo. [t was decided that the transportation would begin as soon as
the Russians had left the area.

Traffic from and to Petsamo was first handled with cars and lorries of the Finnish army units located

in Lapland. However, the Secretary of Defence, General Walden, wanted to hand out the responsibility
to civilians.

The Finnish government nominated a committee for sea transportation of Liinahamari port on April
25,1940, and Paavo Talvela as its chairman. The role of the committee was to take care of
transportation via Liinahamari port between Finland and foreign countries.

In this way during the summer of 1940 the Petsamo port of Liinahamari became the only neutral port
with access to the high seas in Northern Europe.

As commercial traffic opened from Petsamo, shipments consisting of mail from Finland, Sweden,
Norway, Estonia, and Latvia was delivered on one occasion on June 1st to England and four times to
New York between June 20th and August 1st.

Ships from England to Petsamo delivered mail between June 1st and September 24th including mail to
Finland, Sweden, the Baltic countries, Soviet Union and beyond.

The data used in this research has been collected mostly from the archives of the Committee for sea
transportation of Liinahamari port, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Post Office of the GPO.

Dutline of the exhibit:

page 2 Mail from Petsamo via England on June 1, 1940

pages 3-7  Airmail and surface mail from Petsamo to Americas via New York
from July 9 to August 1, 1940

pages 8-13 Airmail and surface mail from and via England to Petsamo and onwards to other
countries from June 1 to September 24, 1940

page 14 “Consignees mail" on November 28, 1940

page 15 Mail addressed to the International Red Cross on July 22, 1940

page 16 Diplomatic mail sent via Petsamo

All postal items via Petsamo are interesting and rare.
Esko Seitsonen eseitsonen@gmail.com

Only one ship
sailed from
Petsamo to
England.

The Post Office and Suomen Hoyrylaiva Osakeyhtio (Finnish Steam Ship Company) signed a contract

concerning mail transportation between Petsamo and the UK already in May, 1940.

Route of the letter below: from Helsinki on 23.5 1940 by train to Rovaniemi and by car to Petsamo,
on 1.6.1940 by s/s Regulus to Manchester, to censoring office in Liverpool,
and by s/s Scynthia to New York and from there on 8.7.1940 by train to Buenos Aires.

Business letter from Helsinki 4.5.1940 to Buenos Aires

Rate: 1.11.1936 - 30.9.1942 -20 g 3. 50 mk. Censored in Liverpool (No 5040), and Argentina.
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s/s Ruhnu sailed with 500 bags of letter mail addressed to foreign countries
from Tallinn to Helsinki on 17.5.1940,

Mail carried on board the s/s Regulus is extremely rare,
30 s. letter Tallinn: 13.5.1940 - Buenos Aires 13.7.1940 Censored in Liverpool (No 4353)

Transatlantic mail transportation between Petsamo and New York was based on a contract signed by
the Post Office and Osakeyhtit Suomen Pohjois-Amerikan Linja (Finnish North American Line Ltd).
Due to limited capacity mail was accepted only from special agreement countries, namely Finland,
Sweden, Norway, Estonia, and Latvia.

The j ]oumey sterted well Hewever the Brmsh captured the shlp between Iee]end and Canada. Mail
(about 10,000 kg) was moved to the coast guard vessel s/s Wolf which took it to Liverpool for
censoring. From there mail was transported on board s/s Ville Auvers to New York together with

British mail on 13.8.1940.
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AIRMAIL letter: Helsinki AVION 21.6.1940 - New York
Rate: letter 1.11.1936 - 30.9.1942 -20 g 3.50 mk
airmail by ship to New York 21.9.1929 - 22.7.1940 -20 g 2.00 mk (refer to kk 143-1940)
Censored in Liverpool (No 5317)

Telegram from London answering the inquiry of the Finnish Post Office concerning the destiny of mail
on huard the “Marisa”.
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3rd mail ship s/s Karin Thorden

The ship commanded by captain Erik Eriksson left Petsamo Liinahamari harbor on 20.7.1940 and arrived after
some exciting episodes to New York on 19.8.1940. The ship carried 1475 kg of Finnish mail.

Letter:
Helsinki 2.7.1940
> Caracas

Rate:
1.11.1936-30.9. 1942 1
-20g 3.50 mk 2

The ship leftin a merning fug. Hewe'.rer it was r_aptured by Germans, who had t]ghtened their traffic control, and
taken in Tromsd. All mail onboard was confiscated and taken to Berlin for censoring. Later on the postal items
were sent via Siberia to the addressees in Americas where

he arrived in October, 1940,

Letter: Tampere
18.7.1940 > USA

Rate:
1.11.36-30.9.42
-20g 3.50 mk

Censored in Turku
(78)

Censored in
Berlin (152)

Swedish mail confiscated from s/s "Marisa Thorden"
Negotiations for transporting Swedish mail via Petsamo to the Americas began in the beginning of
June, and the first mail was sent from Sweden via Tornio to Petsamo on 14.6.1940. The mail was taken
onboard s/s "Marisa Thorden” in Liinahamari port, and the ship left for New York on 9.7,1940.

All mail from different countries onboard s/s "Marisa Thorden" was censored in Liverpool.
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Postcard: Halsingborg 21.6.1940 - New York Rate: 20 6re
Censored in Liverpool (P.49)
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A notable registered letter where censorship and other markings rweai the reute
Stockholm 26.6.1940 - New York 12.8.1940 - Detroit 13.8.1940

Mail to the Americas [excludngrmsh celenies and Canada) was reuted in Oslo main post office an

Wednesdays and Saturdays as of June 18, 1940. Mail was directed via Stockholm and Tornio to Petsamo. Due to
difficulties in postal conditions in Europe also some Norwegian airmail was directed to ships leaving Petsamo.

Airmail letter: Fevik 22.6.1940 - New York Rate: letter -20g 30 6re airmail fee -5g 55 dre
Route: Fevik - Oslo - Stockholm - Tornio - Petsamo - Liverpool censorship - New York 12.8.1940

German censoring cachet APNET VED TYSK CENSUR and Liverpool censor (4452)

Germans captured the ship to Troms6 and also Norwegian mail was taken to Berlin for censoring measures.

Mail was sent via Siberia and japen to the UShwhereftarﬁved on Dcteher, 1940.
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Also Latvian mail authorities sterted to send mail via Peteamu to the Amerieas in June, 1940.
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Registered letter: Riga 19.6.1940 - New York 12.8.1940  Rate: letter -20 g 35 s. registering fee 40 s.
Route: Riga - Stockholm - Tornio - Petsamo - Liverpool censoring 4320 - New York

United Kingdom and Germany dleagreed ahnut trafﬁc from Petsamn This led to the situetmn where
all transatlantic transportation was suspended. After lengthy negotiations a new agreement was
obtained with Germany on 6.9.1940 and the UK on 13.9.1940.

However, the British wanted to take mail ships to Reykjavik for censoring measures. Germany did not
accept, that any ship would go to an enemy port and therefore threatened to sink all such vessels.

i ini are eerrieﬂ. and no passengers not
E:;E:egrt;;hmm}r g "EBY Tha'b roved by His Majesty's Government.
trans,at];an%i.; If it is desired to carry mails, the vessel

concerned must call and drop them at Reykjavik.

mail dated 17.9.1940

Both countries set a consul in Petsamo to make sure that cargo of ships leaving the port followed the

When ship traffic from Petsamo was opened, the embassies in London and Helsinki started immediately
negotiations about mail connections between the UK and Finland.
The first ship bringing mail from the UK was s/s “Brita Thorden” which left Blyth on 25.5.1940.
After stopping at Kirkwall it arrived to Liinahamari on 1.6.1940. It left 11 mail bags to the Post Office.
Even though Germans did not allow any Finnish ship to enter ports controlled by the British, they had nothing
against import from the UK.

A telegramfrum the Finnish embase;',r in Lenden to Heismh r:em:eming the mail helng carried
on board s/s Brita Thorden.

Vestuttur
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67 .20 OF 27 'TH HIR1
FINLANDIA LONDON +

: EF]TA THORDEN ARRIVED YLSTERDAY SAILED EARLY TODAY FOR
| PETSAND WITH NAVAL ATTACHE WILL YOU INFORM OWNERS |F
BEENED PRUDENT = CORMACK VICE CONSUL: +

NO SERVICE
RETURN TO SENDER
In spite of the stamp
the letter was not

ces Edittans d"An "YVON', Pans, 15, F
Repraduction intesdite — Fabrication

Sallnr pestcerd: Bordeaux 22.5.1940 - Tervo 24.6.1940 Censored in Turku.

Letter mail sent from the neutral countries and Great Britain and its territories to Finland, Sweden, the Baltic
countries and Soviet Union as well as countries beyond that were routed via England to Petsamo routinely
before dlfﬁcultlee in transpnrtatmn cummenced.
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Rare letter, from Kisaran—SUMﬁTRA 14.3.1940 to Helsinki 25.7.1940
Rate: -20g 15¢. Censored by Brits in India and Liverpool (No 789) and by Finns in Helsinki

|

Dagens englandsbrev
voro dppnade

. Den tyska censuren har tppnat bre-
ven i motsait Enda mot den, diir den
'engelska censuren &ppnat dem. Bre-
ven se silunda ganska genomlista ut.
Ett av dem innehill #ndd ett sd kraf-
tigt uttryck som filjande, skrivet av

av tysk censurl

Séndningen kom frén kapad
bét tror posten
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— Niir vi segrat, skola vi
Fﬁrﬂehnnmilmmmﬂdelu.lttm
‘hel del brev firete precis likartad
menande beror det pd, att posten frak-
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Letter from Wimbledon 7.8.1940 to Gothenburg
Rate: -1 ounce 3 p Censored in Liverpool (No 394) and Berlin (No 69)
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Postcard from Freetown (Sierra Leone) 24.7.1940 shipped from Cape Town to London. Rate: 2 p
Censored in Sierra Leone, Liverpool, Berlin (No 64) and Turku (No 107)

Also transit air mail addressed to Finland was shipped to Petsamo.
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]a're Evi Blomqvist
Porvoonkatu IS5A,C57
Telsinki, Finlend
mrepe.

Air mail letter Montreal - N Y - Lisbon - Poole: Isle Maligne 25.7.1940 - Helsinki 14.11.1940.
Rate: % ounce 30 ¢ Censored in Canada, KéIn, Berlin (No 58) and Helsinki (No 61)

S agreement. These consuls were Karl Tiirk from Germany and Manicus Nielsen from the UK. returned, but routed
Rakesietter =208 Eﬂ,ﬁm IEgiskering fee 40 Ore Mail waiting for transportation in Petsamo was returned in Helsinki from where it was routed to the Brita Thorden.
Censored in Liverpool (5441) via Siberia to the Americas.
KLM airmail letter CAIRO-NAPELS-AMSTERDAM-LONDON: REHOVOT 7.4.1940 - Arrival cds Helsinki 7.6.1940.
A o Rate: -20g 20 m. Censored in Palestine PC 22. No 4 and Turku.
r
/
| Transit mail captured on board the s/s Carolus Mail to the Baikans on board s/s Cottfrid 31.8. - 22.9.1940 via Petsamo.
Due to war in Holland and Belgium French postal authorities routed mail to Finland via England as of May 15, 1940. The Swedish mail on board the s/s Carolus was confiscated and taken to Berlin. Most of the mail routed from the UK to Petsamo was transit letter mail from the British Empire. Transportation of mail which arrived to Petsamo in the fall of 1940 was slowed down due to heavy traffic
This route was suspended from the German occupied France in June, 1940. The mail arrived in Sweden in October, 1940. between Petsamn and llnvanleml
The embassy in Lenden sent a cededtelegram to He]sinkt on ﬁﬁ 1941] anneun::ing that s/s "Immo"” would bring The delay was notified in the Swedish press. The EI'ItISh Embassy in Helsinki inl"ermed the Ferelgn Ministry on 4. 9 19-1-IJ that maﬂ fmm the UK to the Balk:ans
96 bags of letter mail to Petsamo. was routed to Petsamo and from thereon via Moscow and Turkey to the Balkan countries.
Route: The ship left Liverpool on 6.61940 and arrived Liinahamari on 18.6.1940. Mail was transported to ; o 1 1:'1 S Gounl ikt
Rovaniemi by car and from there by train to Helsinki. Known arrival dates are from June 23 to 29, 1940. Onsdag 13 november 1940 ¥ His'Najenty's Legation PEeswRt 108 Q0N

to the Finnish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and, with

reference to their Note Verbale He-Bi;_dM of August Bth,
have the homour to inform them, under instructions from
His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Ferelgn

Affuirs.that maila from the Mnited Eingdom for the
Belkan countries will until further notice be pent vid

Tetsamo for onward transmission vif Moscow and Turkey.
The first despatch will be made by the s.s. "Gottfrid".

postal authorities will take the appropriate sction, B8
indicated in the last parsgraph of the Ministry's Note
Yerbale under reference. il ) :

Mail to the Balkans and other countries
beyond Germany arrived to their
destinations at the end of October, 1940,

The Iegation will be grateful if the Finnish

WRITTEN IN HUNGARIAN. FOUZ
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10 ¢ (each oz)

airmail letter Gosp.
from Vancouver - - ]
Dr. FENYE GYUYEY 1ekar
NG e ' BY AIR MAII
ovi -
]ugﬂﬁlﬂﬁjﬂ za‘lj eznicka ul. 1. PA R Av [0 N
23.10.1940 S —

NOVI - SAD,

Jugoslavija,

6 p. R-letter
from Blackpoaol
28.8.1940

to Budapest
25.10.1940

Censored in ;
Liverpool (796) @ 4_,.

John Nurminen Ltd got 1970 mk from an accounting office for mail transportation from Liverpool to Petsamo.

Telegrem sent to the Fereign ]'u'[:;ul Dfﬁce cenr:emlng mail whlr:h had arrived to Petsamo:

HAMMARLANDI1S5A SAAPUI PETSAMOON 24/9-4L0 YHTEENSK 305 SEKKIA
POSTIA PISTE MIKA UL| POSTIN PAINO JA OLIKO KAIKKI KIRJEPOSTIA

ULKUMAANTU IMISTO

Mail from s//s "Washington" (sailing between New York and Genova) confiscated in Gibraltar and censored in
Liverpool was also sent onwards via Petsamo.

5 ¢.s/s "Washington" letter: New York 3.5.1940 - Lwow U.S.5.R. 20.10.1940.
Letter returned on 6.11.1940 Censored in Liverpool (6093) and U.S.S.R. censored in LVOV

" Hellmut Glucksman
ﬁﬁiﬁﬁaet Tremont Ave
m M di'ﬂ’;r, l‘f-f-.

1% d printed matter: London 23.8.1940 - Punjab 15,10, 1940
It was common not to seal open printed matter covers with a sealing slip.
Kurt Mattson Rederi AB got 8125 mk from an accounting office for mail transportation to Petsamo on 21.2.1941,

Returned 19.10.1940

/3

Gibraltar had a limited capacity for censoring and therefore some of the mail was directed to Liverpool censoring office.

o B R e A S

Ad aGiN3adO

Uy s .

ucnnsignﬂﬂs mailu

Negotiations on carrying "consignees mail” onboard ships without intervention of censoring personnel were

carried out in the fall of 1940.
This was agreed on the condition that no private mail was placed in envelopes.

Consignment notes travelling with cargo were not considered as regular mail. It was crucial for import

companies to get them along with cargo when a ship arrived to port.

Consignees mail was not sent via regular mail. Instead, the consular authorities closed them into a big envelope
and handed them over to the captain of the ship.

After arrival, the British consul in Petsamo checked the papers and they were then mailed from Liinahamari to
the addressees in closed envelopes.

LIVERPOOL

L TH

Consignees mail delivered with the s/s Kuurtane and addressed to the PETSAMO SHIPBROKER Oy
Liinahamari 28.11.1940 - Giteborg 3.12.1940
Rate; 16.6.1940-31.8.1940 - 20 g 2.75 mk
Naval Control censoring slip and Turku censoring stamp No 80

(¥ o

Mail connection to Switzerland was suspended due to hostilities in France and therefore it became impossible to send
mail to the Red Cross in Geneva. The representative of the Red Cross in London, Mr. Haccius, negotiated successfully
with the Finnish Red Cross on sending some 20 tons of mail via Petsamo and Sweden to Geneva.

The International Red Cross sent car petrol needed to transport the mail from Petsamo to Rovaniemi.

private letter:
Vevey 11.6.1940
to UK

es oy
HILLEEL&TLIF" -
: : "DETAINED IN
FRANCE
DURING GERMAN
. OCCUPATION"
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Letters from free France, Marseille 21.6. and from London 31,5.40 addressed to Geneva which have not been returned.

Censored in UK (476 and 970) Route: England - Petsamo - Tornio - Stockholm - Geneva.

iplom il via Petsamo, Ma 0- 941. _
Sea transportation via Petsamo offered the fastest and most reliable way of sending diplomat mail from and to
Finland and its neighboring countries. The agreement effered by the US Government to Finland included also mail

In this comnection, it may be steted that en arrangement for
the peyment of tremsit charges similer to the arrangement herein
proposed is in operation with respect to the diplomatic pouches
dispatched from the Americen Embassy et Moscow to the Department
of State in this city.

The Pc

early reply
Diplomat letter from US Lhis articis T /
Embassy "from country I conuary indicatd by posta ;

mentioned in stamp”, o . | — ~ b .
e, /3, . H P g " ;/ .
A2 4/ / S = /cZ/pr,/’{ 1
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Transported via Petsamo
on board Brita Thorden to
Mew York. Arrived to
Washington on 26.11.1940.
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Private diplomatic mail from : : I
Washington Embassy on beard '
Mathilda Thorden to Petsamo
on 24.8.1940 and from there

to the Embassy in Finland on
29.8.1940.

2 mk letter rate for carrying :
the letter from Helsinki to s |
Lahti on 30.8.1940. ; :
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Letter mail via Petsamo, Finland, 1940

This is a research exhibit about the importance of Petsamo,
the only neutral mail transit port in Europe during the summer of 1940.

General:

Preparations for transportation from and to Petsamo.

When the Winter war between Finland and Soviet Union ended in March, 1940, a possibility opened
for Finland to use Liinahamari port in Petsamo for importing and exporting goods. The connection to
the ocean via the Baltic Sea had already then become uncertain. When Germany invaded Denmark and
Norway in April, 1940, the service via this route was suspended.

While Russian troops were still in Petsamo, General Walden held a meeting in the Ministry of Defence
concerning transportation via Petsamo. It was decided that the transportation would begin as soon as
the Russians had left the area.

Traffic from and to Petsamo was first handled with cars and lorries of the Finnish army units located
in Lapland. However, the Secretary of Defence, General Walden, wanted to hand out the responsibility
to civilians.

The Finnish government nominated a committee for sea transportation of Liinahamari port on April
25,1940, and Paavo Talvela as its chairman. The role of the committee was to take care of
transportation via Liinahamari port between Finland and foreign countries.

In this way during the summer of 1940 the Petsamo port of Liinahamari became the only neutral port
with access to the high seas in Northern Europe.

As commercial traffic opened from Petsamo, shipments consisting of mail from Finland, Sweden,
Norway, Estonia, and Latvia was delivered on one occasion on June 1st to England and four times to
New York between June 20th and August 1st.

Ships from England to Petsamo delivered mail between June 1st and September 24th including mail to
Finland, Sweden, the Baltic countries, Soviet Union and beyond.

The data used in this research has been collected mostly from the archives of the Committee for sea
transportation of Liinahamari port, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Post Office of the GPO.

Outline of the exhibit:
page 2 Mail from Petsamo via England on June 1, 1940

pages 3-7  Airmail and surface mail from Petsamo to Americas via New York
from July 9 to August 1, 1940

pages 8 - 13 Airmail and surface mail from and via England to Petsamo and onwards to other
countries from June 1 to September 24, 1940

page 14 “Consignees mail” on November 28, 1940
page 15 Mail addressed to the International Red Cross on July 22, 1940
page 16 Diplomatic mail sent via Petsamo

All postal items via Petsamo are interesting and rare.
Esko Seitsonen eseitsonen@gmail.com




The Post Office and Suomen Hoyrylaiva Osakeyhtio (Finnish Steam Ship Company) signed a contract
concerning mail transportation between Petsamo and the UK already in May, 1940.

Route of the letter below; from Helsinki on 23.5 1940 by train to Rovaniemi and by car to Petsamo,

on 1.6.1940 by s/s Regulus to Manchester, to censoring office in Liverpool,
and by s/s Scynthia to New York and from there on 8.7.1940 by train to Buenos Aires.

Business letter from Helsinki 4.5.1940 to Buenos Aires
Rate: 1.11.1936 - 30.9.1942 -20 g 3. 50 mk. Censored in Liverpool (No 5040), and Argentina.
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Only one ship .'ilii'r ’Q
sailed from -
Petsamo to

England.

Fodtahl b Tetefalds

/s Ruhnu sailed with 500 bags of letter mail addressed to foreign countries
from Tallinn to Helsinki on 17.5.1940. Mail carried on board the s/s Regulus is extremely rare.

30 s. letter Tallinn; 13.5.1940 - Buenos Aires 13.7.1940 Censored in Liverpool (No 4353)



Transatlantic mail transportation between Petsamo and New York was based on a contract signed by
the Post Office and Osakeyhtié Suomen Pohjois-Amerikan Linja (Finnish North American Line Ltd).
Due to limited capacity mail was accepted only from special agreement countries, namely Finland

Sweden, Norway, Estonia, and Latvia.

The j ]oumey started wei] Hnwever the Ermsh captured the shlp between Ice]and and Canada. Mail
(about 10,000 kg) was moved to the coast guard vessel s/s Wolf which took it to Liverpool for
censoring. From there mail was transported on board s/s Ville Auvers to New York together with

British mail on 13.8.1940.
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Messrs, E. P, Johnson Company

25 Warven Streat
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AIRMAIL letter: Helsinki AVION 21.6.1940 - New York
Rate: letter 1.11.1936 - 30.9.1942 -20 g 3.50 mk
airmail by ship to New York 21.9.1929 - 22.7.1940 -20 g 2.00 mk (refer to kk 143-1940)
Censored in Liverpool (No 5317)

Telegram from London answering the inquiry of the Finnish Post Office concerning the destiny of mail
on board the "Harisa

*vnun ’FELEGE#M 21!8 m&:us nEmmrEn an.q mms& ‘IHI]RDEh B‘r amwa—n

AI.I'T'HL'.IHI’I‘i ES f-'tLL LE Fkhl] H[]S'T AD EAGS P.LHEQB"‘ SE[‘{'T GN ’I‘E] DES'TI[#NI‘I

| BY ’:‘HIF‘E UEEH FOR BFH"NSH HMLS ON VARIOUS DM‘ES FROM 2‘#? FCW

' BAGS AOQ AND PARCELS ON HAND W|LL El:'

—

. FURWARDED FIRST OPPORTUNITY = POSTGEN +



34 mail ship s/s Karin Thorden

The ship commanded by captain Erik Eriksson left Petsamo Liinahamari harbor on 20.7.1940 and arrived after
some exciting episodes to New York on 19.8.1940. The ship carried 1475 kg of Finnish mail.

Letter:
Helsinki 2.7.1940 =
> Caracas 5
n
7
Rate: £
1.11.1936-30.9.1942 5 N
20 3.50 mk \ O

th 1 =

The ship left in a morning fog. However, it was captured by Germans, who had tightened their traffic control, and
taken in Tromsd. All mail onboard was confiscated and taken to Berlin for censoring. Later on the postal items
were sent via Siberia to the addressees in Americas where they arrived in October, 1940.
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Letter: Tampere
18.7.1940 > USA

Rate:
1.11.36-30.9.42

-20g 3.50 mk

Censored in Turku
(78)

Censored in
Berlin (152)
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Swedish mail confiscated from s/s "Marisa Thorden”

Negotiations for transporting Swedish mail via Petsamo to the Americas began in the beginning of
June, and the first mail was sent from Sweden via Tornio to Petsamo on 14.6.1940. The mail was taken
onboard s/s "Marisa Thorden" in Liinahamari port, and the ship left for New York on 9.7.1940.

All mail from different countries onboard s/s "Marisa Thorden" was censored in Liverpool.
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Postcard: Hélsingborg 21.6.1940 - New York Rate: 20 dre
Censored in Liverpool (P.49)
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EXAMINER 5441
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A notable registered letter where censorship and other markings reveal the rou
Stockholm 26.6.1940 - New York 12.8.1940 - Detroit 13.8.1940
Rate: letter -20g 30 6re  registering fee 40 ore
Censored in Liverpool (5441)



Mail to the Americas [excludlng Ermsh cnlumes and Canada) was muteci in Oslo main post office on

Wednesdays and Saturdays as of June 18, 1940. Mail was directed via Stockholm and Tornio to Petsamo. Due to
difficulties in postal conditions in Europe also some Norwegian airmail was directed to ships leaving Petsamo

Airmail letter: Fevik 22.6.1940 - New York Rate: letter -20g 30 dre airmail fee -5g 55 dre
Route: Fevik - Oslo - Stockholm - Tornio - Petsamo - Liverpool censorship - New York 12.8.1940
German censoring cachet APNET VED TYSK CENSUR and Liverpool censor (4452)

th

Germans captured the ship to Tromsé and also Norwegian mail was taken to Berlin for censoring measures
Mail was sent via Siberia and Japan to the USA where it arrived on October, 1940.
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Oslo censoring cachet GEPRUFT DEUTSCHE ZENSUR and Berlin censoring markings
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Also Latvian mail authnntlfs started tn send mail via Petsmﬂu to H:m Ameﬁcas in June, 1940.
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Registered letter: Riga 19.6.1940 - New York 12.8.1940  Rate: letter -20 g 35 s. registering fee 40 s,
Route: Riga - Stockholm - Tornio - Petsamo - Liverpool censoring 4320 - New York

United ngdum and Germanydlsagrwd ahaut trafﬁc fmm Fetsama. Thrs led to the situation where
all transatlantic transportation was suspended. After lengthy negotiations a new agreement was
obtained with Germany on 6.9.1940 and the UK on 13.9.1940.

However, the British wanted to take mail ships to Reykjavik for censoring measures. Germany did not
accept, that any ship would go to an enemy port and therefore threatened to sink all such vessels.

e

i ini [b) That are carriad. and no passengers not
Egzﬁi;{misw ot TR pre roved by His Majesty's Government.
transatial;ﬁic If it is desired to carry mails, the vessel 1:
mail dated 17.9.1940 concerned must call and drop them at Reykjavik.

Both countries set a consul in Petsamo to make sure that cargo of ships leaving the port followed the
agreement. These consuls were Karl Tiirk from Germany and Manicus Nielsen from the UK.
Mail waiting for transportation in Petsamo was returned in Helsinki from where it was routed
via Siberia to the Americas.



When ship traffic from Petsamo was opened, the embassies in London and Helsinki started immediately
negotiations about mail connections between the UK and Finland.
The first ship bringing mail from the UK was s/s “Brita Thorden” which left Blyth on 25.5.1940.
After stopping at Kirkwall it arrived to Liinahamari on 1.6.1940. It left 11 mail bags to the Post Office.
Even though Germans did not allow any Finnish ship to enter ports controlled by the British, they had nothing
against import from the UK.

A talegram from the Flnnlsh emhassyin London to Helsmki mnnenﬂng the mail haingcarried
on board s/s Brita Thorden.
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ETSAM0 wimh uavan ATT%EHijiiLL 10U INFORY nuﬁans IF 2

NO SERVICE
RETURN TO SENDER
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KLM airmail letter CAIRO-NAPELS-AMSTERDAM-LONDON: REHOVOT 7.4.1940 - Arrival cds Helsinki 7.6.1940.
Rate: -20g 20 m. Censored in Palestine PC 22. No 4 and Turku.



Due to war in Holland and Belgmﬁ] French postal authorities routed mail to Finland via England as of May 15, 1940.
This route was suspended from the German occupied France in June, 1940.

The embassy in London sent a cnded telegram to He]smkl on E E- 194{! annnunmng that s/s "Immo” wnuld bring
96 bags of letter mail to Petsamo.
Route: The ship left Liverpool on 6.61940 and arrived Liinahamari on 18.6.1940. Mail was transported to
Rovaniemi by car and from there by train to Helsinki. Known arrival dates are from June 23 to 29, 1940.
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fepraduction interdite — Fabrication

Sailnr pustcard: Bordeaux 22.5.1940 - Tervo 24.6.1940 Censored in Turku.

Letter mail sent from the neutral countries and Great Britain and its territories to Finland, Sweden, the Ealtic
countries and Soviet Union as well as countries beyond that were routed via England to Petsamo routinely
before difficulties in transportation commenced.
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Rare letter, from Kisaran-SUMATRA 14.3.1940 to Helsinki 25.7.1940
Rate: -20g 15¢. Censored by Brits in India and Liverpool (No 789) and by Finns in Helsinki
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Swedish mail ol siiCani 1 9.194

The Swedish mail on board the s/s Carolus was confiscated and taken to Berlin.

The mail arrived in Sweden in October,

The delay was notified in the Swedish

1940.
press.

Onsdag 13 november 1940

Dagens englandsbrev
voro dppnade

av tysk censur!

Sandningen kom frédn kapad
bét tror posten

Engelsk post har { dag anlint till
Géteborg. Av  befordringstiden att
d6ma - har den vandrat jordem runt
ISamtlign tre brev, som tillstilits HT
som illustrationsmaterial ha némligen
avsints 31 juli och sélunda haft tre

och en haly minad ph sig. Det intres-
santa #r emellertid, att den engelska
posten &r censurerad av sdvil den
engelska censuren som av — den

| | tyska!

:

. Den tyska censuren har Sppnat bre-
ven i motsatt inda mot den, diir den
'engelska censuren @ppnat dem. Bre-
ven se silunda ganska genomliista ut.
Ett av dem innehsll Endi ett =4 kraf-
tigt uttryck som fdljande, skrivet av
en i England bosatt norsk fru:

— Niir vi segrat, skola vi...

Forste kontrolléren meddelar, att en
‘hel del brev firete precis likartad
dubbelcensurering, Enligt hans fir-
menande beror det pd, att posten frak-
tats med nigot fartyg som tyskarna
uppbringat. Férmodligen har pos-
ten | alla fall ghtt den linga vigen
jorden runt.

.':..,l

H EAuT[ NG SE RVICE

RES, TRADE ®AWA

‘d Road, Morden Road, Merton, London, 8. W.19

50U,

ME SRS A/B CAIDARIA,
SKEPPSBROPLATSEN .1«

GOTHENBURG.

EXAMINER 394

Letter from Wimbledon 7.8.1940 to Gothenburg
Rate: -1 ounce 3 p Censored in Liverpool (No 394) and Berlin (No 69)




Transit mail captured on board the s/s Carolus

Most of the mail routed from the UK to Petsamo was transit letter mail from the British Empire.

Postcard from Freetown (Sierra Leone) 24.7.1940 shipped from Cape Town to London. Rate: 2p
Censored in Sierra Leone, Liverpool, Berlin (No 64) and Turku (No 107)

Also transit air mail addressed to Finland was shipped to Petsamo.

& T

Air mail letter Montreal - N 'Y - Lisbon - Poole: Isle Maligne 25.7.1940 - Helsinki 14.11.1940.
Rate: % ounce 30 c Censored in Canada, KéIn, Berlin (No 58) and Helsinki (No 61)



Maii to the Baikans on board s/s Cottfrid 31.8. - 22.9.1940 via Petsamo.
Transportation of mail which arrived to Petsamo in the fall of 1940 was slowed down due to heavy traffic
between Petsamo and Rovaniemi

The Bntlsh Emhass;,r in HE!lSlﬂkl mﬁ:rrmed the Fnre;gn Ministry on 4. 9 1940 that mali frnm the UK to the Balkans
was routed to Petsamo and from thereon via Moscow and Turkey to the Balkan countries.

'\L 3
o t. - s
W His Majesty's Legation present its compliments Mail to the Balkans and other countries

to the Finnish Ministry of Foreign Affaira and, with beyond Germany arrived to their

refepence to their Note Verbale No.21405 of August 8th, destinations at the end of October, 1940.

have the honour to inform them, under instructions from
His Majesty's Principdl Secretary of State for Foreign =—
Affairs,that mails from the United Kingdom for the [

Balkan countries will until further notice be sent vill

ERITISH LEGATICN.

HEL3INKI.
4th Septenber 1940.

Tetgamo for onward transmission viE Moscow and Turkey.

The first despateh will be made by the s.s. "Gottfrid".
The Legation will be grateful if the Finnish
poatal anthorities will take the appropriste actlon, es
indicated in the last paragraph of the Ministry's Note

Verbele undar reference.

WRITTEN IN HUNGARIAN. .
——— e S-J
vl
NE.C
10 c (each oz)
airmail letter Gosp.
from Vancouver :
23 7.1940. Prs FRETR GXUSL 1 ekar BY AIR MAIL
to Novi Sad
Tgeslagiia Zel jeznicka ul. 13. PAR AVION
23.10.1940 NOVI - SAD, ' ==
= Jugoslavlija,
i
2 { BLACKPOOL]| £ ZJ
E No 9500 _ :
: /
- J Lilgfoe . 1/
£ | |
6 p. R-letter =
from Blackpool E
28.8.1940 s =iy
to Budapest E  CINEHCS Y/ Cd..
25-1[}.194‘3 < i !
Censored in & '
Liverpool (796) \ . | ol

John Nurminen Ltd got 1970 mk from an accounting office for mail transportation from Liverpool to Petsamo.
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Teiegram sent to the Fomngn Mail Office mncernmg mail which had arrwed to Petsamo:

HAWMARLAND 1 S5A SAAPUI PETSAWOON 2)/9-L0 YHTEENSA 305 SEKKIA
POSTIA PISTE MIKA UL| POSTIN PAIND JA OLIKO KAIKKI KIRJEPOSTIA

ULKUMAANTU IMISTO

Mail from s/s "Washington” (sailing between New York and Genova) confiscated in Gibraltar and censored in
Liverpool was also sent onwards via Petsamo.
Gibraltar had a limited capacity for censoring and therefore some of the mail was directed to Liverpool censoring office.

5 ¢.s/s "Washington" letter: New York 3.5.1940 - Lwow U.S.S.R. 20.10.1940.
Letter returned on 6.11.1940 Censored in Liverpool (6093) and U.S.5.R. censored in LVOV
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, Helimut Glucksman ’ \

255 Last Tremont Ave.
New York City, N.X.

€609 YINIWVXd

[ it 3 ;
} i..,'! i Y"1
- George Allen
& Unwin Ltd

] ru‘nunn% %é e (o
J -

Ruskin House, M m Stroet =
; LONDON, W.C.1 -'.:rl [ EEV ’—‘I..-"-?i'u-l,ﬁ

Y - T PR

15 d printed matter: London 23.8.1940 - Punjab 15.10. 1940 Returned 19.10.1940

It was common not to seal open printed matter covers with a sealing slip.
Kurt Mattson Rederi AB got 8125 mk from an accounting office for mail transportation to Petsamo on 21.2.1941.



“Consignees mail”

Negotiations on carrying "consignees mail” onboard ships without intervention of censoring personnel were
carried out in the fall of 1940.
This was agreed on the condition that no private mail was placed in envelopes.
Consignment notes travelling with cargo were not considered as regular mail. It was crucial for import
companies to get them along with cargo when a ship arrived to port.

Consignees mail was not sent via regular mail. Instead, the consular authorities closed them into a big envelope
and handed them over to the captain of the ship.
After arrival, the British consul in Petsamo checked the papers and they were then mailed from Liinahamari to
the addressees in closed envelopes.

Consignees mail delivered with the s/s Kuurtane and addressed to the PETSAMO SHIPBROKER Oy
Liinahamari 28.11.1940 - Géteborg 3.12.1940
Rate: 16.6.1940 - 31.8.1940 - 20 g 2.75 mk
Naval Control censoring slip and Turku censoring stamp No 80

£



Mail connection to Switzerland was suspended due to hostilities in France and therefore it became impossible to send
mail to the Red Cross in Geneva. The representative of the Red Cross in London, Mr. Haccius, negotiated successfully
with the Finnish Red Cross on sending some 20 tons of mail via Petsamo and Sweden to Geneva.

The International Red Cross sent car petrol needed to transport the mail from Petsamo to Rovaniemi.

e - private letter:

PO Vevey 11.6.1940
A Vo to UK
VILLEGIATUR By
EN SIS TR "DETAINED IN

FRANCE
DURING GERMAN

E
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CENSOR |

970
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Letters from free France, Marseille 21.6. and from London 31.5.40 addressed to Geneva which have not been returned.
Censored in UK (476 and 970) Route: England - Petsamo - Tornio - Stockholm - Geneva.
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Diplomat mail via Petsamo, May 1940 - June 1941. _
Sea transportation via Petsamo offered the fastest and most reliable way of sending dlplinmat masi from and to _
Finland and its neighboring countries. The agreement offered by the US Government to Finland included also mail

In this connection, it may be stated that en arrangement ?ar
the peyment of trensit charges similer tc the ?.rrangegent. herein
proposed is in operation with respect to the diplometic pouches
dispatched from the American Enbassy &t Woscow .to the Department

of State in this city.

The P¢
early reply
!i- ] 1
Diplomat letter from US ;‘1 rt . |
Embassy "from count fn conuiry indicate .

mentioned in stamp”.
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Transported via Petsamo

ﬂ/u
on board Brita Thorden to AS //,fwl-{- %fﬁjﬁ;ﬂﬁw{,ﬁﬁﬁ_
New York. Arrived to . - e

hi 26.11.1940, ; / :
Washington on /ﬁg,{,u‘ (Z,-,;A /{f / %—
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Private diplomatic mail from : . I l i
Washington Embassy on board '

Mathilda Thorden to Petsamo "J'",T\
on 24.8.1940 and from there W - 3
to the Embassy in Finland on ; i

29.8.1940. ’ '

2 mk letter rate for carrying :

the letter from Helsinki to
Lahti on 30.8.19440.
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