QUEEN ELIZABETH Il AEROGRAMMES OF CEYLON

This exhibit concerns the Ceylon aerogrammes with indicia including a portrait of Queen Elizabeth Il and their use. The
twelve types are presented in the order of their introduction.

An air letter sheet or aerogramme is a sheet of thin, lightweight writing paper of a standard size that can be folded into four
and sealed with gummed flaps. Because of its size, weight and lack of enclosures, it can be sent via airmail at a special,
low rate. The first ones needed postage stamps to be applied (formular type), but iater ones bore an official postage stamp
imprint (indicium).

The use of the term aerogramme was officially endorsed at the 1952 Universal Postal Union Congress in Brussels.
Thereafter, the term air letter went out of use.

As in other countries, aerogrammes were introduced in Ceylon before World War Il but became very popular as a resuit of
that war. As a rapid means of communication between military personnel and their families, they were relatively cheap and
offered the needed privacy.

In addition to the denomination, the Ceylon forms differed in the colour of the paper, the colour and/or definition of the
indicium, whether the outer ends of the flaps were scalloped, angled or curved, whether the flaps were outlined or not, and
how many lines of text there were on the back.

General and military formular aerogrammes, i.e., ones without indicia, were in use but are outside the scope of this exhibit.
The rates for the period of use of the Ceylon Queen Elizabeth Il aerogrammes were as follows:

Years India/Pakistan Rest of Asia UK Europe North America
1954-59 20 cents 40 cents 40 cents 40 cents 50 cents

1960-68 30 cents 50 cents 50 cents 50 cents 60 cents

As a consequence of the rate changes in 1959-60, the 20c and 40c aerogrammes were replaced by 30c and 50c ones.
When the North America rate was 50c, there were no 50c aerogrammes and when it increased to 60c, no 60c
aerogrammes were produced. Hence, examples used to North America always had to be uprated.

Registered general formular aerogramme
addressed to the U.S.A.

“Approved by P. M. G., CEYLON.”

Dated 15 November 1957. Franked at 80c
(50c postage plus 30c registration).

Registered aerogrammes are not common.
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40

CENTS

Introduced: 1955

Flaps: Outer ends curved,
inner ends scalloped, not outlined

Admonitory message: 2 lines

40c to Singapore
dated 22 June 1956

40c to United Kingdom
dated 23 May 1957

50

Introduced: Unknown
Indicium: Red; 25mm high

Flaps: Outer ends curved,
inner ends curved, not outlined

Instructions and
admonitory message: 12 lines

50c to Ethiopia
dated 20 May 1961

Backstamped
Ethiopia/6 June 1961

60c to United States,
underpaid by 10c,
dated 5 September 1961

30

Introduced: 1963
Indicium: Coarse impression

Flaps: Outer ends angled,
inner ends angled, outlined

Instructions and
admonitory message: 12 lines

Uncommon

30c to India
dated 13 October 1965

30c to India
dated 4 January 1966

‘The instructions and admonitory message

on the back differ in the language(s) used

and the number of lines of text, as follows:

English: 2 lines

English: 3 lines
Sinhalese, Tamil and English: 13 lines
Sinhalese, Tamil and English: 12 lines

20

Introduced: 1957

Flaps: Outer ends curved,
inner ends scalloped, not outlined

Admonitory message: 3 lines

20c to India
dated 8 June 1958

40c to Singapore
dated 1 April 1959

50

Introduced: Unknown
Indicium: Carmine; 24.5 mm high

Flaps: Outer ends curved,
inner ends curved, not outlined

Instructions and
admonitory message: 12 lines

Uncommon

60c to U.S.A.
dated 9 February 1963

50c to West Germany
plus 50c registration fee
dated 23 July 1960

50

Introduced: 1963
Indicium: Coarse impression

Flaps: Outer ends angled,
inner ends angled, outlined

Instructions and
admonitory message: 12 lines

50c to Japan
dated 13 April 1968.
Returned to sender

50c to United Kingdom
plus 75c express fee.
Dated 31 July 1967

The first Ceylon aerogramme bearing a portrait of Queen Elizabeth Il issued and used in 1954.
Written in Hebrew and sent from Colombo to Jerusalem on 10 December 1954.

Flown to Egypt via Pakistan, where it received a boxed marking reading “KARACHI/CANCELLED/12 DEC 54".
At the time, Egypt was boycotting all mail to Israel via a country with no postal relations with Israel, which
Pakistan did not have. Thus, the Egyptian authorities seized, opened and censored the aerogramme. “To

Sender/X” was written on the front and it was returned to Ceylon by surface. First, it went via the Suez Canal to

Ethiopia, receiving a backstamp on the way at Port Tawfik on 5 January 1955. It was backstamped again at

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on 27 January 1955 before continuing by surface back to Ceylon. On arrival back at the

Department of Industries in Colombo, it was opened and datestamped “29 MAR 1955".

40

CENTS

Introduced: 1958

Flaps: Outer ends curved,
inner ends scalloped, not outlined

Admonitory message: 3 lines

40c to United Kingdom
dated 30 January 1959

Introduced: Unknown
Indicium: Carmine; 24.5 mm high

Flaps: Outer ends angled,
inner ends angled, outlined

Instructions and
admonitory message: 12 lines

Previously unrecorded

50c to U.S.S.R.
dated 23 March 1963

60c to United States
dated 18 March 1964

50

Introduced: 1964
Indicium: Sharp impression

Flaps: Outer ends curved,
inner ends curved, not outlined

Instructions and
admonitory message: 12 lines

50c to Afghanistan
dated 8 December 1964

Backstamped: Kaboul/
18 December 1964

60c to Canada
plus 50c registration fee
plus 75c express fee.
Dated 24 June 1965

Backstamped:
Montreal/26 JUN 1965
Victoria/JUN 27 65

40

CENTS

Introduced: 1954

Flaps: Outer ends angled,
inner ends scalloped, not outlined

Admonitory message: 2 lines

40c to France
dated 9 August 1954

50c to United States,
dated 19 February 1955

20+10

Introduced: 1960

Flaps: Outer ends curved,
inner ends curved, not outlined

Instructions and
admonitory message: 13 lines

30c to Pakistan
dated 26 February 1960

30c to India
dated 10 April 1960

Introduced: 1962
Indicium: Sharp impression

Flaps: Outer ends curved,
inner ends curved, not outlined

Instructions and
admonitory message: 12 lines

50c to Singapore
dated 3 July 1964

Strong impression

30c to India
dated 6 December 1964

60c to Ghana,
underpaid by 10c,
dated 21 April 1965

60c to United States
dated 7 October 1965

50c to Malaysia
dated 25 December 1964




QUEEN ELIZABETH Il AEROGRAMMES OF CEYLON

This exhibit concerns the Ceylon aerogrammes with indicia including a portrait of Queen Elizabeth Il and their use. The
twelve types are presented in the order of their introduction.

An air letter sheet or aerogramme is a sheet of thin, lightweight writing paper of a standard size that can be folded into four
and sealed with gummed flaps. Because of its size, weight and lack of enclosures, it can be sent via airmail at a special,
low rate. The first ones needed postage stamps to be applied (formular type), but later ones bore an official postage stamp
imprint (indicium).

The use of the term aerogramme was officially endorsed at the 1952 Universal Postal Union Congress in Brussels.
Thereafter, the term air letter went out of use.

As in other countries, aerogrammes were introduced in Ceylon before World War Il but became very popular as a result of
that war. As a rapid means of communication between military personnel and their families, they were relatively cheap and
offered the needed privacy.

In addition to the denomination, the Ceylon forms differed in the colour of the paper, the colour and/or definition of the
indicium, whether the outer ends of the flaps were scalloped, angled or curved, whether the flaps were outlined or not, and
how many lines of text there were on the back.

General and military formular aerogrammes, i.e., ones without indicia, were in use but are outside the scope of this exhibit.
The rates for the period of use of the Ceylon Queen Elizabeth |l aerogrammes were as follows:

Years India/Pakistan Rest of Asia UK Europe North America
1954-59 20 cents 40 cents 40 cents 40 cents 50 cents
1960-68 30 cents 50 cents 50 cents 50 cents 60 cents

As a consequence of the rate changes in 1959-60, the 20c and 40c aerogrammes were replaced by 30c and 50c ones.
When the North America rate was 50c, there were no 50c aerogrammes and when it increased to 60c, no 60c
aerogrammes were produced. Hence, examples used to North America always had to be uprated.

Registered general formular aerogramme
addressed to the U.S.A.

“Approved by P. M. G., CEYLON.”

Dated 15 November 1957. Franked at 80c
(50c postage plus 30c registration).

Registered aerogrammes are not common.
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The instructions and admonitory message
on the back differ in the language(s) used
and the number of lines of text, as follows:
English: 2 lines
English: 3 lines
Sinhalese, Tamil and English: 13 lines
Sinhalese, Tamil and English: 12 lines




The first Ceylon aerogramme bearing a portrait of Queen Elizabeth Il issued and used in 1954.
Written in Hebrew and sent from Colombo to Jerusalem on 10 December 1954.

Flown to Egypt via Pakistan, where it received a boxed marking reading “KARACHI/CANCELLED/12 DEC 54",
At the time, Egypt was boycotting all mail to Israel via a country with no postal relations with Israel, which
Pakistan did not have. Thus, the Egyptian authorities seized, opened and censored the aerogramme. “To

Sender/X” was written on the front and it was returned to Ceylon by surface. First, it went via the Suez Canal to

Ethiopia, receiving a backstamp on the way at Port Tawfik on 5 January 1955. It was backstamped again at

- Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on 27 January 1955 before continuing by surface back to Ceylon. On arrival back at the

Department of Industries in Colombo, it was opened and datestamped “29 MAR 1955”.
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40

Introduced: 1954

Flaps: Outer ends angled,
inner ends scalloped, not outlined

Admonitory message: 2 lines

40c to France
dated 9 August 1954

50c to United States,
dated 19 February 1955




40

CENTS

Introduced: 1955

Flaps: Outer ends curved,
inner ends scalloped, not outlined

Admonitory message: 2 lines

40c to Singapore
dated 22 June 1956

40c to United Kingdom
dated 23 May 1957




20

CENTS

Introduced: 1957

Flaps: Outer ends curved,
inner ends scalloped, not outlined

Admonitory message: 3 lines

20c to India
dated 8 June 1958

40c to Singapore
dated 1 April 1959




40

CENTS

Introduced: 1958

Flaps: Outer ends curved,
inner ends scalloped, not outlined

Admonitory message: 3 lines

40c to United Kingdom
dated 30 January 1959




20+10

Introduced: 1960

Flaps: Outer ends curved,
inner ends curved, not outlined

Instructions and
admonitory message: 13 lines

30c to Pakistan
dated 26 February 1960

30c to India
dated 10 April 1960




50

Introduced: Unknown
Indicium: Red; 25mm high

Flaps: Outer ends curved,
inner ends curved, not outlined

Instructions and
admonitory message: 12 lines

50c to Ethiopia
dated 20 May 1961

Backstamped
Ethiopia/6 June 1961

60c to United States,
underpaid by 10c,
dated 5 September 1961




50

Introduced: Unknown
Indicium: Carmine; 24.5 mm high

Flaps: Outer ends curved,
inner ends curved, not outlined

Instructions and
admonitory message: 12 lines

Uncommon

60c to U.S.A.
dated 9 February 1963

50c to West Germany
plus 50c registration fee
dated 23 July 1960




50

Introduced: Unknown
Indicium: Carmine; 24.5 mm high

Flaps: Outer ends angled,
inner ends angled, outlined

Instructions and
admonitory message: 12 lines

Previously unrecorded

50¢c to U.S.S.R.
dated 23 March 1963

60c to United States
dated 18 March 1964




30

Introduced: 1962
Indicium: Sharp impression

Flaps: Outer ends curved,
inner ends curved, not outlined

Instructions and
admonitory message: 12 lines

50c to Singapore
dated 3 July 1964

Strong impression

30c to India
dated 6 December 1964




30

Introduced: 1963
Indicium: Coarse impression

Flaps: Outer ends angled,
inner ends angled, outlined

Instructions and
admonitory message: 12 lines

Uncommon

30c to India
dated 13 October 1965

30c to India
dated 4 January 1966




50

Introduced: 1963
Indicium: Coarse impression

Flaps: Outer ends angled,
inner ends angled, outlined

Instructions and
admonitory message: 12 lines

50c to Japan
dated 13 April 1968.
Returned to sender

50c to United Kingdom
plus 75c express fee.
Dated 31 July 1967




50

Introduced: 1964
Indicium: Sharp impression

Flaps: Outer ends curved,
inner ends curved, not outlined

Instructions and
admonitory message: 12 lines

50c to Afghanistan
dated 8 December 1964

Backstamped: Kaboul/
18 December 1964

60c to Canada
plus 50c registration fee

plus 75¢c express fee.
Dated 24 June 1965

Backstamped:
Montreal/26 JUN 1965
Victoria/JUN 27 65




60c to Ghana,
underpaid by 10c,
dated 21 April 1965

50c to Malaysia

dated 25 December 1964

60c to United States
dated 7 October 1965
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