10 cents Hong Kong 1953 Coronation of QEII complete sheet of 60 ; . 244815

. ' | Sin 6 ot el Fabe 1053 Duty Plate | A, Head Plate 2A & Duty Plate 2B, Head Plate 6B e o
The First Commemorative Stamp of Queen Elizabeth 11 Designed and engraved by Bradbury Wilkinson & Co. . . —_— T : _ _ _ - WL 1 BT (71 (7 M i
Recess printed by De La Rue on watermarked multiple Crown Script CA paper : 5 : : . -

Perforation: 13% x 13

The Hong Kong 1953 Coronation issue
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On 9" February 1952, Princess Elizabeth was proclaimed as Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Elizabeth ! AL 2 3! : 1R
The Second, following the death of her father King George VI a few days earlier. ’ . s -t J
The Coronation was on 2™ June 1953 and to commemorate the occasion, a Commonwealth omnibus issue Vignette Die Proof Rejected” Die Proof with paper-fold fault

was planned. The stamp was designed and engraved by Bradbury Wilkinson. The design is composed of an Die Proof for all countries in the omnibus issue Annulled by two red lines
approved portrait of Her Majesty the Queen in an oval frame incorporating the date of the Coronation and
the name of the issuing territory and the value. The stamp was recess-printed by De La Rue in sheets of 120
which were divided into two panes A and B.
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Because of the anticipated popularity with the Hong Kong issue, large amount of stamps were printed using
combinations of 2 duty plates (Plate 1 and 2) and 4 head plates (Plate 2,3,5 and 6).

On the first day of issue, 1,045,719 stamps were sold in the first three hours of business, compared with the
average full day sale of the 10c definitive stamps which amounts to 84,000. The Post Office did not issue an
official first day cover but there were many private printed pictorial covers available; the commonest being
the China Philatelic Association, a leading philatelic club at that time. The total sales of this stamp during its
six-month life was 15,240,844, the highest of all the 59 participating Crown Colonies. The stamp was
withdrawn from sale on 31 December 1953 and was invalidated on 1 January 1964.

This exhibit shows the issued stamp and its uses in1953 during its sale period; covers used after this period
are far less common and some are shown here. No major printing errors have been reported.
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No requisition number on sheet
Stock retained by Crown Agent
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CORONATION
H.M. QUEEN ELIZABETH I

“Dropped Queen’s head”
Only one sheet recorded
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FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

2nd JUNE 1953 4{'9-14-6»1.
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A Vignette overlapping
3A Part of the frame

Duty Plate 1

Vignette in central position Vignette lowered

Normal alignment Misaligned : o
Reference: e Ay <18 S il - S T el ‘H —n el — 1
The Postal History. of Hong Kong 1841-1997 by Edward B. Proud : ; ; e i g o : s HONGRENG S 2 B HONG RONG T - NG K L KNG - ks o - KON : e 4 1A, 2Ried 1 - Sale & NLALIGIO —— -
The philatelic History of Hong Kong Vol. 1 - The Adhesives by Hong Kong Study Circle published 1984 Th.e _v1gnette was printed a&o.z:r the frame, slight misalignment of the two printing plates resulted in minor vertical T e T D e T P e W e e PR = b 6 S e e e Braststarantatantanseratedss
Hong Kong Slogan Cancels published 1993 by China Philatelic Association and Philatelic Bureau Hong Kong Post Office shifting of the Queen’s portrait. HOMAST DR LA MHE & DoMEANY, LIMITRD, LOH Do | EA

Use to foreign countries
Local Use Use to the British Commonwealth 30 October 1953  Hong [\I;;lrllt_xi Iﬁgf:.g[mnd- 10c printed matter rate Use on Post card

4 June 1953  Registered local letter 10c + 30c registration fee
REAISTERED

R HONG KONG 3
. No 3827

2 June 1953 Hong Kong to Nyasaland
Duty Plate 1

13 June 1953: Hong Kong to USA by air $1.0 rate
Duty Plate 1

Duty Plate 1
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The machine cancellation was the slogan postmark for 11" Hong Kong Industrial Products Exhibition WA‘M : ¢
5 November 1953  Used on advertising envelope 57 :

27 October 1954 registered surface mail to USA 65c¢ rate + 30c registration fee o ’ -
Duty Plate 1 The post card airmail rate became $1.0 in zone 3 area on 1 May 1953

TAI WAH MOTOR SUPPLY CO.
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- 2 December 1953: Hong Kong to France by sea 15c¢ rate
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Duty Plate 1
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JACKSON ROAD STATION TEL. 38188

THE STAMP
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Il - Départde Chine(Trocde marchandises).
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TAK SHING INVESTMENT CO., LTD.
TAKSHING HOUSE

Duty Plate 1

20 DES VOEUX ROAD, CENTRAL
HONG KONG
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Eau de mer pour navigateurs, végé-
taux pour citadins, les sources essen-
tielles des principes minéraux sont trop
souvent négligées,
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Dr Gaston LCARGELOS
29, Rld. Dutouchage,
NICE
(Alpes-Maritimes).
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FEMMES ENCEINTES FRANCE
The letter was 10 cents over paid and it was received on 3 November 1953 due to rail strike

4 : i NOURRICES
The internal rate became 10 cents per first 0z and 10 cents per each additional oz from 1953 ;

The imperial surface mail letter rate became 20c per first 0z and 15¢ per each additional oz from 1953 The surface mail rate to foreien countries became 40c¢ per first oz and 25¢ per each additional oz.

—— Laboratoires LA BIOMARINE, Dieppe (Seine-Inférieure) FRANCE ——

The post card surface mail rate became 15¢ since February 1953

. : Use on airmail to Zone 2
Use on airmail to Zone 1 Use on airmail to Zone 3

Insufficiently prepaid mail
2 June 1953: Hong Kong to Holland direct by air $1.3 rate

2 June 1953: Hong Kong to British North Borneo direct by air 50c rate Duty Plate 1 12 June 1953: Hong Kong to Hawaii direct by air $2.0 rate per half oz.
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The 10c denomination was the local postage rate and some senders did not realize that additional stamps were required

. = I - sy REE S e to make up the correct postage to Commonwealth and Foreign countries
~ ROYAL INTEROCEAN LINES % Duty Piate 1

% : 2 June 1953: Hong Kong to England sent by sea 20c per first oz.
- INCORPORATED IN THE NETHERLANDSE AS e —————— Na— - - - - . =

KONINKLIJKE JAVA-CHINA-PAKETVAART LIJNEN, N.V,, AMSTERDAM.
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= * TN * NS * N * - * s * e 6 June 1953: Hong Kong to YGermany direct by air $1.3 rate ' This letter was 10c underpaid. Hong Kong Post office noted the deficiency by applying the boxed T marking (Proud
_ : _ Duty Plate 1 S ! o USA direct by ai $2+ 30 oration £ type UP335) and indicated 5 centimes deficiency. British Post Office Inland Section charged one penny postage due
£z E y 5 5 ‘ uly : Hong Kong to irect by air $2+ 30c registration fee
3 . o -~ s . 4 A - ' | ' I e ! Duty Plate 2 (Left vertical pair) & Duty Plate 1 (Block of 6) 2 June 1953: Hong Kong to USA sent by sea 40c rate per first oz.
23 August 1953: Hong Kong to Okinawa (Japanese territory) direct by air S0c rate _ ULTRA PACIFIC TRADING ’G.:.e—s -- ; i Duty Plate 1
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. ’ Two 10c stamps on the back lost in transit < '
." ” | ." ” " ” " " ’ 4 The airmail letter rate became $2.0 per half 0z in zone 3 area on 1 May 1953 This letter was 20c underpaid. Hong Kong Post office noted the deficiency by applying the boxed T marking (Proud
type UP35) and indicated 5 centimes deficiency. It was marked 2¢ postage due by Chicago and US postage due applied
Late Use
Use on Post Office Approved Aerogramme The stamp was withdrawn from sale on 31 December 1953 and was invalidated on 1 January 1964
_ _ Consignee’s Cover Use on Par
6 June 1953: Hong Kong to USA direct by air 40c rate for aerogramme g 27 December 1961: Local use 10c rate sent from a temporary post office during cel Post
Duty Plate 1 i = .
ol — e Bone oot Doldein Jobitesin R e ‘t’et;"eeﬂ «# December — 2 Japudy 1962 29 June 1953: Block of 23 used on parcel mailed at the G.P.O. parcel office cancelled HONG KONG 2
The 10c denomination was the surface mail rate to China from February 1953. This letter was sent to — e rubber parcel chop (Proud type PP40 early usage).
Shanghai with cargo. Therefore, a company cachet “HONG KONG B&S ( Butterfield and Swire)” was used ¥
to cancel the stamp instead of post mark.
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The postage meter impression was wrongly set at 30c which was 10c underpaid for aerogramme. This was
-posti the same day. S e i :
noted by the post office and 10c stamp added before re-posting on the s Y Jse after invalidation: First day cover re-posted on 1 January 1964 at Kowloon Branch Office
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treated as unpaid letter. Note the faded green GPO postage due meter dated 3 January 1964 on the left.
Postage due 20c being doubled the local rate.




The First Commemorative Stamp of Queen Elizabeth 11

The Hong Kong 1953 Coronation issue

On 9" February 1952, Princess Elizabeth was proclaimed as Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Elizabeth
The Second, following the death of her father King George VI a few days earlier.

The Coronation was on 2™ June 1953 and to commemorate the occasion, a Commonwealth omnibus issue
was planned. The stamp was designed and engraved by Bradbury Wilkinson. The design is composed of an
approved portrait of Her Majesty the Queen in an oval frame incorporating the date of the Coronation and
the name of the issuing territory and the value. The stamp was recess-printed by De La Rue in sheets of 120
which were divided into two panes A and B.

Because of the anticipated popularity with the Hong Kong issue, large amount of stamps were printed using
combinations of 2 duty plates (Plate 1 and 2) and 4 head plates (Plate 2,3,5 and 6).

On the first day of issue, 1,045,719 stamps were sold in the first three hours of business, compared with the
average full day sale of the 10c definitive stamps which amounts to 84,000. The Post Office did not issue an
official first day cover but there were many private printed pictorial covers available: the commonest being
the China Philatelic Association, a leading philatelic club at that time. The total sales of this stamp during its
six-month life was 15,240,844, the highest of all the 59 participating Crown Colonies. The stamp was
withdrawn from sale on 31 December 1953 and was invalidated on 1 January 1964.

This exhibit shows the issued stamp and its uses in1953 during its sale period; covers used after this period
are far less common and some are shown here. No major printing errors have been reported.
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CORONATION
H.M. QUEEN ELIZABETH II

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

2nd JUNE 1953 ﬂé’a—w—ﬁ,,..-

Duty Plate 1

Reference:

The Postal History. of Hong Kong 1841-1997 by Edward B. Proud

The philatelic History of Hong Kong Vol. 1 - The Adhesives by Hong Kong Study Circle published 1984

Hong Kong Slogan Cancels published 1993 by China Philatelic Association and Philatelic Bureau Hong Kong Post Office




Date of issue: 2nd June 1953
Designed and engraved by Bradbury Wilkinson & Co.
Recess printed by De La Rue on watermarked multiple Crown Script CA paper
Perforation: 13%2x 13
Quantities issued: 15,240,844

Vignette Die Proof “Rejected” Die Proof with paper-fold fault
Die Proof for all countries in the omnibus issue Annulled by two red lines

No requisition number on sheet

Duty Plate 1A, Head Plate 3A
Stock retained by Crown Agent Uty tiaie 1A, Head Clate

“Dropped Queen’s head”
Only one sheet recorded

Vignette overlapping
Part of the frame

Vignette in central position Vignette lowered
Normal alignment Misaligned

The vignette was printed after the frame, slight misalignment of the two printing plates resulted in minor vertical
shifting of the Queen’s portrait.
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Local Use

4 June 1953 Registered local letter 10c + 30c registration fee
REAISTERED

R HONG KONG 3
No 3827

Duty Plate 1
F, X, Soares, E8Qey
c/o The Hongkong & ohanghai
Banking Corporation,
P, 0. Box No,6l,
-Hong Kong.
THOMAS DE LA RUE & COM
5 November 1953  Used on advertising envelope
TAI WAH MOTOR SUPPLY CO. it
DUNLOP TYRE AND BATTERY E g A *j f ':F' i ff *
61, Hennessy Road, Wanchai. B ;“ J;f: g_i % S-kr ﬁiig B
TEL. 74407 iﬂ:-—}i-—-;ﬁ%’f&.ﬂh?
JACKSON ROAD STATION TEL. 38188 +O0wwkiFET
HONG KONG. AA=AZ 1 HE BHTHBRR
Duty Plate 1
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The internal rate became 10 cents per first 0z and 10 cents per each additional oz from 1953



Use to the British Commonwealth

2 June 1953 Hong Kong to Nyasaland
Duty Plate 1

_——

29 September 1953 Hong Kong to Canada
Duty Plate 1

TAK SHING INVESTMENT CO.. LTD.
TAKSHING HOUSE
20 DES VOEUX ROAD, CENTRAL
HONG KONG

The letter was 10 cents over paid and it was received on 3 November 1953 due to rail strike

The imperial surface mail letter rate became 20c per first oz and 15¢ per each additional oz from 1953



Use to foreign countries

30 October 1953  Hong Kong to England. 10c printed matter rate
Duty Plate 1
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[he machine cancellation was the slogan postmark for 11" Hong Kong Industrial Products Exhibition

27 October 1954 registered surface mail to USA 65c¢ rate + 30c registration fee
Duty Plate 1

: THE STAMP
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& MUST BE
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HONG KONG REGISTTEREDJ EEEEREPSE[F
10): 10F7

SANID IAl4
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M%wwtwy
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The surface mail rate to foreign countries became 40c ner first 0z and 25¢ ner each additional oz.



Use on Post card

13 June 1953: Hong Kong to USA by air $1.0 rate
Duty Plate 1

A‘dh,ﬁ‘.:’ ’é
G/ﬂ'#cul—ey ¥

Hoter,
/2.6.55,

The post card airmail rate became $1.0 in zone 3 area on 1 May 1953

2 December 1953: Hong Kong to France by sea 15¢ rate
Duty Plate 1

IMPRIME
SUR LES TRACES DE MARCO POLO.
1l - Départ de Chine (Troc de marchandises). |

Eau de mer pour navigateurs, végé-
toux pour citadins, les sources essen-
tielles des principes minéraux sont trop
souvent négligées.

Dr Gaston CARGELOS
29, Rld. Dutouchage,
NICE
(Alpes-¥aritimes).

DI/A A\ ®

ALIMENT MINERAL
COMPLET

pour

ENFANTS
CONVALESCENTS
FEMMES ENCEINTES
NOURRICES

—— Laboratoires LA BIOMARINE, Dieppe (Seine-Inférieure) FRANCE

The post card surface mail rate became 15c¢ since February 1953
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Use on airmail to Zone 1

2 June 1953: Hong Kong to British North Borneo direct by air 50c rate
Duty Plate 2

llessrs. Kong Hiap H';i’
No. 5, Gaya Str
P. 0. Box 40,
Jesselton,
Sritish lorth Sorneo.

+ & PUBLICITY BUREAU LIMITED,
SINGAPORE,
MALAYA.

23 August 1953: Hong Kong to Okinawa (Japanese territory) direct by air 50c rate
Duty Plate 2
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Major O.L.B. Hempley
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Okinawa
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Use on airmail to Zone 2

2 June 1953: Hong Kong to Holland direct by air $1.3 rate
Duty Plate 1

ROYAL INTEROCEAN LINES

INCORPORATED IN THE NETHERLANDE AS
KONINKLIJKE JAVA-CHINA-PAKETVAART LIJNEN, N.V., AMSTERDAM.

HEAD OFFICE 188/191 CONNAUGHT ROAD WEST, HONGKONG

ﬂw 57
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6 June 1953: Hong Kong to Germany direct by air $1.3 rate
Duty Plate 1

ULTRA PACIFIC TRADING CO.
HOLLAND HOUSE

P. O. BOX 619

HONG KONG
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Use on airmail to Zone 3

12 June 1953: Hong Kong to Hawaii direct by air $2.0 rate per half oz.

Duty Plate 1

CONNELL BROS. CO. (Hongkong) Ltd.

(INCORPORATED IN THE COLONY OF HONGKONG)
P. O. Box 88 Hongkong

Mp, E,C. Anderson,
1154, Bishop Street,
Honolulu, H.T,

3 July 1953: Hong Kong to USA direct by air $2+ 30c registration fee
Duty Plate 2 (Left vertical pair) & Duty Plate 1 (Block of 6)

HONG KONG

Y7 7

Two 10c stamp on the  back k lost in transit \
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Two 10c stamps on the back lost in transit

The airmail letter rate became $2.0 per half 0z in zone 3 area on 1 May 1933



Insufficiently prepaid mail

The 10c denomination was the local postage rate and some senders did not realize that additional stamps were required
to make up the correct postage to Commonwealth and Foreign countries

2 June 1953: Hong Kong to England sent by sea 20c per first oz.
Duty Plate 1

$1resses seses ;}T"x )ni';.‘ \ .‘
: Commemorating | j'g e
i  CORONATION OF | #: /

H.M. : i S, W. A, WHITE,
. i ENGINE LANE,
Queen Elizabeth 11 t’ e icleuice
sstsee . ENGLAND.

This letter was 10c underpaid. Hong Kong Post office noted the deficiency by applying the boxed T marking (Proud
type UP35) and indicated 5 centimes deficiency. British Post Office Inland Section charged one penny postage due

2 June 1953: Hong Kong to USA sent by sea 40c rate per first oz.
Duty Plate 1

JUNE 2ND [953
CORONATION

FIRST DAY ISSUE

This letter was 20c underpaid. Hong Kong Post office noted the deficiency by applying the boxed T marking (Proud
type UP35) and indicated 5 centimes deficiency. It was marked 2¢ postage due by Chicago and US postage due applied



Use on Post Office Approved Aerogramme

6 June 1953: Hong Kong to USA direct by air 40c rate for acrogramme
Duty Plate 1

The postage meter impression was wrongly set at 30¢ which was 10¢ underpaid for aerogramme.

noted by the post office and 10c stamp added before re-posting on the same day.

20 October 1953 Hong Kong to Sweden
Duty Plate 1

This was



Consignee’s Cover

The 10c denomination was the surface mail rate to China from February 1953. This letter was sent to
Shanghai with cargo. Therefore, a company cachet “HONG KONG B&S ( Butterfield and Swire)” was used
to cancel the stamp instead of post mark.

Duty Plate 1

Union Trading Company

One of two recorded

Security marking in QEII is scarce



Late Use
The stamp was withdrawn from sale on 31 December 1953 and was invalidated on 1 January 1964

27 December 1961: Local use 10c rate sent from a temporary post office during
the Boy Scout Golden Jubilee in Hong Kong between 27 December — 2 January 1962
Duty Plate 1

gln! ; Pover
27thDec.,1961-2nd Jan.,1962

One Wortd 7 — % X

Use after invalidation: First day cover re-posted on 1 January 1964 at Kowloon Branch Office
Duty Plate 1
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CORONATION

H.M. QUEEN ELIZABETH I S

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE
2nd JUNE 1953

G n P50, Box 249i

ARBRRE M LK
Hong Kone

The postdated use of the Coronation stamp was noted by the G.P.O., the stamp was not canceled and it was
treated as unpaid letter. Note the faded green GPO postage due meter dated 3 January 1964 on the left.
Postage due 20c being doubled the local rate.



Use on Parcel Post

29 June 1953: Block of 23 used on parcel mailed at the G.P.O. parcel office cancelled HONG KONG 2
rubber parcel chop (Proud type PP40 early usage).

Only a few examples recorded on parcel

Believed to be the largest recorded multiple on parcel
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