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This thematic exhibit documents efforts between 1947 and 1951 of the fledgling United Nations organization 
to settle the land dispute between the Arab and Jewish populations in the Palestine Mandate.

The United Nations and Palestine
1947-1951

Prelude

Following World War I, the League of Nations met in San Remo, Italy from 19-26 April 1920 to decide 
the question of civil administration and defense obligations for the lands of Palestine. The governing 
responsibilities for the territory were transferred from the Ottoman Empire to Great Britain and they 
maintained that authority until April 1947. On 2 April 1947 Britain announced it would terminate its 
jurisdiction over the Palestine mandate due to the financial burden and ongoing political unrest and 
escalating civil violence between the Arab population and Jewish immigrants over possession of land.
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The British proposed a 
‘Special Session’ of the 
U.N. Security Council 
to discuss a civil police 
force and governmental 
administration for the 
mandate, under the 
auspices of the United 
Nations, after the British 
withdrawal in May 1948.

United Nations 
Security Council
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Significant items have a wide  blue border

Special Session on Palestine	 -	 General Assembly discussion of the issue	 Pg 2
Special Committee on Palestine	 -	 Committee gathers data & prepares proposals	 Pg 3
Palestine Commission & Secretariat	 -	 Monitoring transition to independent states	 Pg 6
Truce Commission	 -	 Administration of cease-fire, truce & armistice	 Pg 7
Palestine Mediators	 -	 Count Bernadotte & Ralph Bunche seek peace	 Pg 8
Relief for Palestine Refugees	 -	 United Nations aid to the Arab refugees	 Pg 11
Conciliation Commission for Palestine	 -	 Resolution for ongoing issues & assistance	 Pg 12

Exhibit Plan

British Mandate Palestine
Sept. 1923 - May 1948

Villa Devachan, San Remo, Italy, site of the Mandate Conference, Photo postcard
San Remo to Salerno, Italy, 22 April 1920, Domestic postcard with Registration, 35Lira
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Flushing Meadows, N.Y. was the site of the first ‘Special 
Session’ of the General Assembly under Session President 
Oswaldo Aranha. The session’s purpose was to form 
a committee “whose duty was to prepare material for 
consideration in the next regular session of the General 
Assembly concerning the government of Palestine.”

Special Session on Palestine
28 April  -  30 May 1947

The U.N. ‘Special Session’ met 
from 28 April - 15 May 1947, 
and resulted in the United 
Nations Special Committee on 
Palestine (UNSCOP). Eleven 
representatives and more than 
twenty administrative staff 
members completed their 
plans by 30 May and traveled 
to Palestine.

Mimeographed letters to United 
Nations Secretary General Trygve 
Lie during the ‘Special Session’, 
described the individual’s military 
service on behalf of the Allied 
forces and were sent from UNRRA 
camps in Germany. They solicited 
support for relocating the Jewish 
camp populations to Palestine.

The United Nations post office used U.S. 
postage stamps, rates and services.

United Nations, Lake Success, N.Y. to
Newtownards, Northern Ireland.

28 April 1947
5¢ International surface letter rate <1oz.

‘Courier’ machine cancel used
23 Sep 1946 - 31 Dec 1950

Private cachet commemorates
the first special session

Flushing Meadows, N.Y.
margin inscription

Oswaldo Aranha
semi-postal

Camp 1065 - Neu-Freimann Siedlung, Munich, Germany to Lake Success, New York, 6 May 1947
75 pfennig international letter rate
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Offices were opened in 
the Jerusalem YMCA 
and public hearings 
were held 4-17 July.

Special Committee on Palestine
10 June  -  25 July 1947

Enrique Fabregat of 
Uruguay was one of 
11 neutral country 
representatives on 
the committee.

Jerusalem YMCA
missing phosphor tag

King (Amir) Abdullah ibn 
Hussein of Transjordan 
met with the committee 
25 July and suggested the 
Arab portion of Palestine 
be added to Transjordan.

Jewish leader Dr. Chaim 
Weizmann, testified as a 
private Jewish citizen.

Arab League

The special committee on Palestine began its administrative 
work on 10 June, obtaining the governing documents for the 
Palestine Mandate. They traveled extensively in the mandate, 
surveying and collecting testimony from Arab and Jewish 
populations. Two meetings were also held in Beirut with Arab 
League government representatives of Lebanon, Egypt, Iraq, 
Saudi Arabia and Syria, before traveling to Transjordan.

Enrique Fabregat

Dr. Chaim Weizmann
tab quote Jeremiah 31,17
“...your children shall come 
back to their own country.”

King Abdullah ibn Hussein
of Transjordan

Arab League issue

Lebanon
1947 issue

Palestine Mandate
plate number

UNSCOP countrywide pass issued to American committee member J. Stieren, Salvia Hotel
Passes printed 29 May 1947 and issued by M.E.F. Permit Office. Only reported example

UNSCOP, Jerusalem to Fort Garry, Canada, 25 June 1947, 35p foreign surface postcard rate
Only reported example of Committee mail postcard from Y.M.C.A.
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Special Committee on Palestine
10 June  -  24 July 1947Mail contained requests for documents, hearing attendance or personal correspondence.

Jerusalem local delivery, 24 July 1947
Only reported example sent within Jerusalem

Jerusalem to Haifa, Palestine, 7 July 1947
Two reported examples sent to Haifa

Jerusalem to Long Island, New York, 7 July 1947
Six reported examples sent Internationally
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