


 Gliding post in the pioneer period (1923 - 1936) - first flights 

Glider mail is a special type of airmail when packages are transported by glider. It is not a regular communication and 
flights are occasional. Glider mail flights are usually organized on one-off occasions to celebrate various events, parties 
and occasions (momentous events, anniversaries and jubilees, exhibitions, Olympic Games, etc.). 

For glider parcels organizers sometimes issue decorative envelopes and postcards, 
and first of all stickers (vignettes) with printed nominal value. This is to partially 
compensate the costs incurred. If by placing these stickers on the parcels the 
obligatory surcharge for air carriage of mail is realized and if the stickers are issued on 
the basis of an authorization of relevant postal authorities, they become co-postmarks. 
Glider postage stickers are stamped with board stamps, confirming that the parcel has 
been received and transported. 

 

The first stickers (vignettes) 

were German airmail 
stamps, which were over-
printed with propaganda 
inscriptions.The first 
stickers were German 
airmail stamps, which were 
reprinted with propaganda 
inscriptions and the value 
of an additional fee for 
transporting mail by glider. 

Glider mail of the pioneer period (1923-1936) documented more the achievements of pilotage technology of the time, as 
well as the achievements of glider construction technology. Since the mid-thirties, both the transport of mail and and cargo 
by so-called "glider trains" were the subject of many experiments in several countries. These experiments led directly to 
the carriage of passengers, mail as well as cargo and then to the development of transport gliders during World War II. 
According to Simine Short *), the 1920s and 1930s can be considered the pioneering period of glider mail. 

The exhibit presents the first glider mail flights in a geographical arrangement of the countries that 

contributed most to the development of gliding in the pioneering period. They document important 

events in the development of gliding and testify to the achievements made in construction and piloting 

between 1923 and 1936.  

     1. Germany   4. United States 

     2. Austria    5. Great Britain and Australia 

     3. Switzerland   6. Poland 

 

*) „Glider Mail. An Aerophilatelic Handbook”,  
   by Simine Short, American Air Mail Society 1987 

Own research: "Date of flight over Warsaw" - News on ZG PZF website, 31 July 2012. 
                 

 

   

Early Bowlus „Albatross” Glider O. Chanute 

 

“Fafnir” “Scud 1” 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                                      
  

First German glider post office  Wasserkuppe - Gersfeld 30.08.1923. 
 

1. GERMANY 
 

   

The first official German, and also the first in the world, glider mail was planned on the occasion of "Aviator's Day", on the 
last day of the 4th National Gliding Competition in Wassercuppe, i.e. on 30 August 1923.  
 
Illustrated cards were prepared and sold exclusively at the airfield on Pilot Hill, at a cost of 200 Mk/piece.  
The 5 Pfg (4,000 pcs.) and 10 Pfg (2,000 pcs.) circulating airmail stamps were overprinted with with the text "Erster/Post-
/Segelflug/1923" and they were required stickers (vignettes) for glider mail flight. 

Due to rampant inflation and 
high interest in mail, the post 
office in Gersfeld used a 
rectangular stamp that read: 
"Gebühr/bezahlt" (payment 
was made) and the negative 
stamp "Deutsches Postamt / 
Gersfeld / (Rhön)". 
 

For delivery: local delivery 
was charged 4000 Mk and 
for overseas delivery 8000 
Mk. 

When all the spectators had left the Wasserkuppe hill, pilot Fritz Stamer planned to fly the glider "Bremen" from the hill to 
Gersfeld, setting a new German distance record. For this flight he privately took glider mail parcels that were not taken by 
the messenger to post office in Gersfeld. 
 

About 30,000 spectators waited for the unveiling ceremony of the aviator memorial on Pilot 
Mountain. Four gliders took to the air in a demonstration flight. Due to strong winds, all four 

crashed. As a result, the flight with the first glider mail was cancelled. The messenger 
took the glider mail to the upstairs in Gersfeld, where they were stamped in various ways.  

Various means of 
stamping are known, the 
most common being the 
Gersfeld day stamp. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

          

       

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                        
 

   

First German glider post office  Wasserkuppe - Fulda 31.08.1924. 
 

For the glider post office, three types of whole-posts were issued, by private order, with denominations: 5 Pfg (domestic, 
green), 15 Pfg (domestic air, olive), 20 Pfg (foreign, blue). All of them had the same, black and white, illustration on the 
back. The cards were only sold at Wasserkuppe airport during the championships. Due to the lack of vignettes  
(an additional flight charge) the cards were sold for respectively: 25, 40 and 50 Pfg. 
         
Translated with www.DeepL.com/Translator (free version) 

Domestic air mail (15 Pfg) 
was directed to up Fulda, 
where it was stamped with 
a red stamp "Mit flugpost 
befördert Postamt Fulda". 

Parcel of glider mail organized on the Wasserkuppe-Fulda route on August 31, 1924.  

Fee 15 Pfg - domestic air fare. 

1. GERMANY 
 

 

The transportation of the glider mail took place on the last day of the 5th German Glider Championships, on Aviator Day. 

Parcel of glider mail organized on the Wasserkuppe-Fulda route on August 31, 1924. 

Fee 15 Pfg - domestic tariff. 

Domestic air mail  
(15 Pfg), requiring further 
airmail (to other locations) 
were directed to Frankfurt, 
where they were stamped 
with the words:  
"Mit Luftpost beförder.  
Postamt 9, Frankfurt Main)." 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consignment from a flight organized on 29.07.1929 between Schneekoppe (Śnieżka) 
and Krummhübel (Karpacz). 

 
 

1. GERMANY 
 

    

Between 1928 and 1930, vignettes were 
issued for mail from penetrating flights, with 

the inscription promoting flights in the 
Karkonosze and Izera Mountains "Segelflüge 

im/ Riesen - und/ Isergebirge". Vignettes were 
required on glider mail. 

 

Glider Post Office in the Izera Mountains and the Karkonosze (1927 - 1930) 

Under the terms of the Treaty of Versailles, Germany was not allowed to have military aviation. Penetrating flights in 
Karkonosze and Izera Mountains, officially aimed at "searching for new conditions for gliding", were an excellent training 
ground for German military pilots. In order to maintain the sport (civilian) character of glider training, numerous flights were 
organized, with the Glider School in Grunau (now Jeżów Sudecki) as a base. The organizer of such flights was the Aviators 
Association in Hirsberg (now Jelenia Gora). These flights were documented by the organization of glider mail. 
 
 
Translated with www.DeepL.com/Translator (free version) 

A parcel from a flight 
organized on  

28 August 1927 on the route  
Heufuderbaude (Stóg 

Izerski) - Bad Flinsberg  
(now Świeradów Zdr.).  

Mail (about 20 parcels) was 
transported by glider 

"Burgbraun".   
Pilot - Eng. 

Andressen.Mountain) 
 

*) according to Simine Short "Glider 
Mail", page 62. 

RR 

Vignettes of reprinted German airmail stamps "Erst/ Segelflug-Post/ 
von der Scheneekoppe/ im Riesengebirge/ 21.und 22. Juli 1928" 
were required for the first time for glider mail between 
Schneekoppe ( Śnieżka) and Hirschberg (Jelenia Góra) on 21 and 22 
July 1928.  
 

 

German airmail stamps of 
the 1923 issue were used 

for the vignettes of 
denominations:  

5, 10, 25, 100 and 200 Mk  
on which appropriate prints 

were made. 
 
 

Vignettes from 1929  
(of face values 5 and 10 Mk) 

have additionally printed 
year, whereas vignettes 

from 1930 have only 
propaganda text. 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

          
   
  

                                          
 

     
 

The first Austrian gliderpost was planned during the Austrian Glider Week in Waschberg near Stockerau, northwest of 
Vienna (13 - 21.10.1923). 
 

Due to bad weather the gliders did not take off. In this 

situation, the organization of glider mail was 

abandoned. The flight was cancelled and no parcels 
were accepted for transportation by glider mail. 

On the occasion of a meeting of glider pilots, the Austrian 
Post prepared a commemorative date stamp with  
a variable date and the same content as on the rotor. 
This date stamp was to be used for the glider mail.  
 

 

 

For the planned flight the printing house "Gesell-schaft 
für Graphi-sche Industrie, Wien VI" prepared an 
illustrated three-colour postcard. 
 

2. AUSTRIA 
 

 

 

First Austrian gliding post office  Waschberg near Stockerau (13 - 21.10.1923) 
 

The post offices 
Vienna 1 and Vienna 8 
used a rotor  
with a propaganda 
overlay  
which read: 
 

„Erst österreichische/ 
SEGELFLUGWOCHE/
WASCHBERG bei 
STOCKERAU/  
13.-21. Oktober 1923.” 

Those who purchased the illustrated three-color postcard 
courtesy stamped a commemorative date stamp on the 
illustration side or on the address side. 

National Printing Fee. 

Fee for a foreign letter. 

 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

First Austrian gliding post office  Wiedeń - Semmering  27.01.1933 r. 

On the last day of the Glider Show, which took place from 30.12.1932 to 27.01.1933, a glider mail was organized.  
The glider piloted by Robert Kronfeld, towed by an airplane, took off from Aspen airport and after flying 100 km detached 
from the airplane and landed on a snow-covered meadow near Sommering 
. 

On the occasion of the Glider Exhibition in Vienna (30.12.1932-27.01.1933), several types of airmail postcards 
(luftpostkarte), illustrated full-page postcards, were printed in the Austrian government printing house on the private order 
of the Kronfeld Company. 
 
On the whole postage stamps, in various arrangements of toll signs (horizontal or vertical), two toll signs were printed: with 
face value of 10 or 50 Gr. 50 Gr (airline stamps) and next to them 12 or 40 Gr (regular stamps). 
 

 

 

The postcard fee for 
the flight was 12 Gr + 
50 Gr airmail 
surcharge. 
 
 
. 
The printed postage 
stamps were 
insufficient for the 
glider mail, hence the 
need to affix 
supplementary 
stamps to the 
required flight 
postage rate. 
 
 

 The shipments have a receiving date stamp of post office Semmering with distinguishing*b* 
 
 
. 

 
Mail from many countries 
was sent on the flight.  
Its total weight was 280 lbs. 
and the luggage carrying 
capacity of the glider was 
only.  
188 lbs.  
 
 
 
 

For this reason an additional 
glider flight was organized 
on 31.01.1933. Shipments  
from this flight (remaining,  
weighing a total of 92 
pounds) have a receiving 
date stamp of post office 
Semmering  
with the discriminant *d*. 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation of flight stamp (circular) reading: 1. Öster. Segel-Flugpost / 1 Vien 1 / Jänner 1933/ 
*Wien-Semmering* was stamped on all mail, in red or black. 
 
 
 

2. AUSTRIA 
 

   

Total to  
post office Vienna 1 
received 17966 
shipments. Collection 
of postal items  
in Semmering was 
supervised by Austrian 
Post inspector  
N. Bacher 
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2. AUSTRIA 
 

On 30.12.1932. – 
22.01.1933 r.  
post office Vienna 1 
used an occasional 
date stamp  
with changeable 
date, 
commemorating 
glider exhibition 
organized by Robert 
Kronfeld, with the 
text:  
“Segelflugaus-
stellung Robert 
Kronfeld /Wien/ 
date".  
 
 

 
Delivery sent  
at the exhibition  
were transported  
by the first Austrian  
Austrian glider mail, 
 
 
 
 
 

First official Austrian glider mail   Vienna - Semmering 27.01.1933. 
 
 
 
 
 

First International Glider Post Office Graz (Austria) - Maribor (Yugoslavia) 14.05.1933. 
 

The mail was 
organized by the 
Aerial Academic 
Group of the 
University of Graz. 
The mail was 
transported in  
a "Schöckelfalke" 
glider towed by  
an airplane. 

In Maribor, shipments 
were stamped with  
a triangular receiving 
stamp. 

Mail weighing up to 
20 grams was 
allowed to be carried 
by glider mail.  
The charge for  
a postcard was  
30 Gr + 50 Gr, for an 
envelope1 S+50 Gr. 

The fee for  
an envelope  
weighing up to 10 g 
was 24 Gr + 1 S  
for airmail. 
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First glider post office in Switzerland - 31.08.1930. 

Organized on the last day of the Second Glider Reunion on Bachtel Mountain. Mail, exclusively on three illustrated  
full-post cards issued for the occasion, was accepted in post office Hinwil and by postal agents in the camp. They were 
stamped with a red round stamp reading "1. Schweiz. Segelluftpost/31.Aug.30/Bachtel. Once transported, the packages 
were delivered to the nearest post office and stamped with daily date stamps. Three official flights took place: to: Auslikon, 
Wetzikon and Bubikon. 
 
 
Translated with www.DeepL.com/Translator (free version) 
 

Mail from a flight on  
the Bachtel - Auslikon 
route. 

 

3. SWITZERLAND 
    

Pilot: Fritz Müller,  
glider "Spalinger S-12", 
flight time 11 min. 35 sec., 
flight distance 9.5 km. 

 

Pilot: Hermann Zollinger,  
glider "Austria-1",  
flight time 3 min. 55 sec,  
flight distance 4 km. 

Pilot: Jakob Spalinger, 
glider "Salinger S-9", 
flight time 8 min. 2 sec, 
flight distance 7 km. 

Bachtel - Bubikon 

Bachtel - Auslikon 

Bachtel - Wetzikon 

Mail from a flight on  
the Bachtel – Bubikon 
rout. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Glider Post to 7 Cities in Four Countries - Austria-Hungary-Italy-Switzerland 13-19.07.1933. 

Flight Wiedeń–
Budapeszt   
 

Receiving date stamp  
Legiposta/Budapest 72 
13.07.1933. 
 
The postage for the 
parcel was 2.12 S. 

Flight Wiedeń–Mediolan 
 

Receiving date stamp 
Milano Ferr./Posta Aera 

14.07.1933.  
 

The postage  
per parcel was 2.12 S. 

3. SWITZERLAND 
 

    

On the occasion of the WIPA '33 World Cup, Austrian gliding pioneer Robert Kronfeld came up with the idea of organizing 
the first glider mail to 7 cities in 4 countries under the name "Vierländerflug". The goal was to popularize gliding. All seven 
flights with glider mail were performed by Robert Kronfeld on the glider "Austria II". 
 
Packages for the glider mail flights were accepted at all post offices in Austria. Packages from 6 countries were sent.  
Only Hungary (Budapest) used the acceptance stamp, while the other cities had acceptance stamps (with a variable date). 
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