Gliding post in the pioneer period (1923 - 1936) - first flights

Glider mail is a special type of airmail when packages are transported by glider. It is not a regular communication and
flights are occasional. Glider mail flights are usually organized on one-off occasions to celebrate various events, parties
and occasions (momentous events, anniversaries and jubilees, exhibitions, Olympic Games, etc.).

Glider mail of the pioneer period (1923-1936) documented more the achievements of pilotage technology of the time, as
well as the achievements of glider construction technology. Since the mid-thirties, both the transport of mail and and cargo
by so-called "glider trains" were the subject of many experiments in several countries. These experiments led directly to
the carriage of passengers, mail as well as cargo and then to the development of transport gliders during World War II.
According to Simine Short *), the 1920s and 1930s can be considered the pioneering period of glider mail.
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The exhibit presents the first glider mail flights in a geographical arrangement of the countries that
contributed most to the development of gliding in the pioneering period. They document important
events in the development of gliding and testify to the achievements made in construction and piloting
between 1923 and 1936.

1. Germany 4, United States
2. Austria 5. Great Britain and Australia
3. Switzerland 6. Poland

For glider parcels organizers sometimes issue decorative envelopes and postcards,
and first of all stickers (vignettes) with printed nominal value. This is to partially
compensate the costs incurred. If by placing these stickers on the parcels the
obligatory surcharge for air carriage of mail is realized and if the stickers are issued on
the basis of an authorization of relevant postal authorities, they become co-postmarks.
Glider postage stickers are stamped with board stamps, confirming that the parcel has
been received and transported.

The first stickers (vignettes)
were German airmail
stamps, which were over-
printed with propaganda
inscriptions.The first
stickers were German
airmail stamps, which were
reprinted with propaganda
inscriptions and the value
of an additional fee for
transporting mail by glider.
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*) ,Glider Mail. An Aerophilatelic Handbook’, Own research: "Date of flight over Warsaw" - News on ZG PZF website, 31 July 2012.

by Simine Short, American Air Mail Society 1987

1. GERMANY
First German glider post office Wasserkuppe - Gersfeld 30.08.1923.

The first official German, and also the first in the world, glider mail was planned on the occasion of "Aviator's Day", on the
last day of the 4th National Gliding Competition in \Wassercuppe, i.e. on 30 August 1923.

lllustrated cards were prepared and sold exclusively at the airfield on Pilot Hill, at a cost of 200 Mk/piece.
The 5 Pfg (4,000 pcs.) and 10 Pfg (2,000 pcs.) circulating airmail stamps were overprinted with with the text "Erster/Post-
/Segelflug/1923" and they were required stickers (vignettes) for glider mail flight.
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Due to rampant inflation and il
high interest in mail, the post /
office in Gersfeld used a /
rectangular stamp that read:
"Gebuhr/bezahlt" (payment

was made) and the negative ? -K 0’ ’ "k’
stamp "Deutsches Postamt / s

Gersfeld / (Rhén)".

— . About 30,000 spectators waited for the unveiling ceremony of the aviator memorial on Pilot
For del - local del : . s : 4 A
w‘;si?avreggdgggod;l:v:r% Mountain. Four gliders took to the air in a demonstration flight. Due to strong winds, all four

for overseas delivery 8000  crashed. As a result, the flight with the first glider mail was cancelled. The messenger
Mk. took the glider mail to the upstairs in Gersfeld, where they were stamped in various ways.

Various means of
stamping are known, the
most common being the
Gersfeld day stamp.

When all the spectators had left the Wasserkuppe hill, pilot Fritz Stamer planned to fly the glider "Bremen" from the hill to
Gersfeld, setting a new German distance record. For this flight he privately took glider mail parcels that were not taken by
the messenger to post office in Gersfeld.

1. GERMANY

First German glider post office Wasserkuppe - Fulda 31.08.1924.

The transportation of the glider mail took place on the last day of the 5th German Glider Championships, on Aviator Day.

For the glider post office, three types of whole-posts were issued, by private order, with denominations: 5 Pfg (domestic,
green), 15 Pfg (domestic air, olive), 20 Pfg (foreign, blue). All of them had the same, black and white, illustration on the
back. The cards were only sold at Wasserkuppe airport during the championships. Due to the lack of vignettes

(an additional flight charge) the cards were sold for respectively: 25, 40 and 50 Pfg.

GedenFpoftfarte sum 2. Allaemeinen Deutfihen
slicgeraedenfrag am 31 Nugnk 1024
Kmg der Slieger” £.D

Domestic air mail (15 Pfg)
was directed to up Fulda,
where it was stamped with
a red stamp "Mit flugpost
beférdert Postamt Fulda”.

Pojtamt Sulda
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Parcel of glider mail organized on the Wasserkuppe-Fulda route on August 31, 1924.
Fee 15 Pfg - domestic air fare.

Fedenfpoffarte sum 2. Algemeinen Deutfibien

Poftkarte

Domestic air mail

(15 Pfg), requiring further
airmail (to other locations)
were directed to Frankfurt,
where they were stamped
with the words:

"Mit Luftpost beférder.
Postamt 9, Frankfurt Main)."
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Parcel of glider mail organized on the Wasserkuppe-Fulda route on August 31, 1924.

Fee 15 Pfg - domestic tariff.

1. GERMANY

Glider Post Office in the |zera Mountains and the Karkonosze (1927 - 1930)
Under the terms of the Treaty of Versailles, Germany was not allowed to have military aviation.

Penetrating flights in

Karkonosze and Izera Mountains, officially aimed at "searching for new conditions for gliding", were an excellent training
ground for German military pilots. In order to maintain the sport (civilian) character of glider training, numerous flights were
organized, with the Glider School in Grunau (now Jezéw Sudecki) as a base. The organizer of such flights was the Aviators
Association in Hirsberg (now Jelenia Gora). These flights were documented by the organization of glider mail.
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Wer
des Bundes Deutsener Fliog
Ortsgruppe Hirsehbers

Bad Flinsberg am 27, u, 28, August 1927

A parcel from a flight
organized on

28 August 1927 on the route
Heufuderbaude (Stég
Izerski) - Bad Flinsberg

(now Swieradéw Zdr.).

Mail (about 20 parcels) was

transported by glider 4z |
"Burgbraun”. S
Pilot - Eng. Jery, Ki
Andressen.Mountain) Foo, 0 92 A .Berezowsixl
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Vignettes of reprinted German airmail stamps "Erst/ Segelflug-Post/
von der Scheneekoppe/ im Riesengebirge/ 21.und 22. Juli 1928"
were required for the first time for glider mail between
Schneekoppe ( Sniezka) and Hirschberg (Jelenia Gora) on 21 and 22
July 1928.

Between 1928 and 1930, vignettes were
issued for mail from penetrating flights, with
the inscription promoting flights in the
Karkonosze and Izera Mountains "Segelfllige
im/ Riesen - und/ Isergebirge". Vignettes were

required on glider mail.

Segelflug-Opferkarte.

German airmail stamps of

have additionally printed
year, whereas vignettes

Bund Deutsther Flleger, E. U., Hirsthberg i. Rsgb, E the 1923 issue were used
uﬂuq}?ﬁﬂ}lr!l{h _:‘ for the vignettes of
g denominations:
% 5,10, 25, 100 and 200 Mk
T on which appropriate prints
] were made.
F
&
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V T T ‘ (of face values 5 and 10 Mk)
|

from 1930 have only
propaganda text.
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Consignment from a flight organized on 29.07.1929 between Schneekoppe (Sniezka)
and Krummhiibel (Karpacz).

2. AUSTRIA
First Austrian gliding post office \Waschberg near Stockerau (13 - 21.10.1923)

The first Austrian gliderpost was planned during the Austrian Glider Week in Waschberg near Stockerau, northwest of
Vienna (13 - 21.10.1923).

The post offices
Vienna 1 and Vienna 8
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On the occasion of a meeting of glider pilots, the Austrian
Post prepared a commemorative date stamp with
a variable date and the same content as on the rotor.
This date stamp was to be used for the glider mail.

For the planned flight the printing house "Gesell-schaft
fur Graphi-sche Industrie, Wien VI" prepared an
illustrated three-colour postcard.

POSTKARTE

Due to bad weather the gliders did not take off. In this
situation, the organization of glider mail was
abandoned. The flight was cancelled and no parcels

"[ﬁg‘”',} were accepted for transportation by glider mail.
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Those who purchased the illustrated three-color postcard
courtesy stamped a commemorative date stamp on the
illustration side or on the address side.

2. AUSTRIA

First Austrian gliding post office Wieden - Semmering 27.01.1933 .

On the last day of the Glider Show, which took place from 30.12.1932 to 27.01.1933, a glider mail was organized.
The glider piloted by Robert Kronfeld, towed by an airplane, took off from Aspen airport and after flying 100 km detached
from the airplane and landed on a snow-covered meadow near Sommering

On the occasion of the Glider Exhibition in Vienna (30.12.1932-27.01.1933), several types of airmail postcards
(luftpostkarte), illustrated full-page postcards, were printed in the Austrian government printing house on the private order
of the Kronfeld Companv.

On the whole postage stamps, in various arrangements of toll signs (harizontal or vertical), two toll signs were printed: with
face value of 10 or 50 Gr. 50 Gr (airline stamps) and next to them 12 or 40 Gr (regular stamps).

Total to

post office Vienna 1
received 17966
shipments. Collection
of postal items

in Semmering was
supervised by Austrian % .,
Post inspector . :
N. Bacher 4 27

Diese Karte wird von Robert Kronfeld
mit deprétsten Osterreichischen Postsegel-

flug yonWien auf den Semmering befordert
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The postcard fee for
the flight was 12 Gr + /oW
50 Gr airmail 4

surcharge.

The printed postage
stamps were iy - )
insufficient for the 2 rferaa I I8 ecar
glider mail, hence the
need to affix :
supplementary - o
stamps to the _—
required flight
postage rate.

Mail from many countries
was sent on the flight.

Its total weight was 280 Ibs.
and the luggage carrying
capacity of the glider was
only.

For this reason an additional
glider flight was organized
on 31.01.1933. Shipments
from this flight (remaining,
weighing a total of 92
pounds) have a receiving
date stamp of post office

_ Semmering

62106 { with the discriminant *d*.

Confirmation of flight stamp (circular) reading: 1. Oster. Segel-Flugpost / 1 Vien 1 / Janner 1933/
*Wien-Semmering* was stamped on all mail, in red or black.

2. AUSTRIA

First official Austrian glider mail Vienna - Semmering 27.01.1933.
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On 30.12.1932. —
22.01.1933r.

post office Vienna 1
used an occasional
date stamp

with changeable
date,
commemorating
glider exhibition

Kronfeld, with the
text:
“Segelflugaus-
stellung Robert
Kronfeld /Wien/
date".

Delivery sent

at the exhibition
were transported
by the first Austrian
Austrian glider mail,

The fee for

an envelope
weighingup to 10 g
was24Gr+18S
for airmail.

First International Glider Post Office Graz (Austria) - Maribor (Yugoslavia) 14.05.1933.

The mail was
organized by the
Aerial Academic
Group of the
University of Graz.
The mail was
transported in

a "Schockelfalke"
glider towed by
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Mail weighing up to
20 grams was
allowed to be carried
by glider mail.

The charge for

a postcard was
30Gr+50Gr, foran | i T AT FPUDTY
envelope1 S+50 Gr. | . . ) i

Herrn Ho 3 8 Hs

Deutachen Helc

organized by Robert

3. SWITZERLAND

First glider post office in Switzerland - 31.08.1930.

Organized on the last day of the Second Glider Reunion on Bachtel Mountain. Mail, exclusively on three illustrated
full-post cards issued for the occasion, was accepted in post office Hinwil and by postal agents in the camp. They were

stamped with a red round stamp reading "1. Schweiz. Segelluftpost/31.Aug.30/Bachtel. Once trans

ported, the packages

were delivered to the nearest post office and stamped with daily date stamps. Three official flights took place: to: Auslikon,

Wetzikon and Bubikon.

Bachtel - Auslikon

Pilot: Fritz Maller,

glider "Spalinger S-12",
flight time 11 min. 35 sec.,
flight distance 9.5 km.
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Bachtel - Bubikon

Pilot: Hermann Zollinger,
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glider "Austria-1",
flight time 3 min. 55 sec,
flight distance 4 km.

Bachtel - Wetzikon

Pilot: Jakob Spalinger,
glider "Salinger S-9",
flight time 8 min. 2 sec,
flight distance 7 km.
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PER LE SCUOLE SVIZZERE BISOGNOSE ALL ESTERO

Mail from a flight on
the Bachtel - Auslikon

Mail from a flight on
== the Bachtel — Bubikon

3. SWITZERLAND

Glider Post to 7 Cities in Four Countries - Austria-Hungary-Italy-Switzerland 13-19.07.1933.

On the occasion of the WIPA '33 World Cup, Austrian gliding pioneer Robert Kronfeld came up with the idea of organizing
the first glider mail to 7 cities in 4 countries under the name "Vierlanderflug". The goal was to popularize gliding. All seven
flights with glider mail were performed by Robert Kronfeld on the glider "Austria II".

Packages for the glider mail flights were accepted at all post offices in Austria. Packages from 6 countries were sent.
Only Hungary (Budapest) used the acceptance stamp, while the other cities had acceptance stamps (with a variable date).

Receiving date stamp
Legiposta/Budapest 72
13.07.1933.
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The postage for the
parcel was 2.12 S.
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3. SWITZERLAND

Glider Post to 7 Cities in Four Countries - Austria-Hungary-Italy-Switzerland 13-19.07.1933.

On the occasion of the WIPA '33 exhibition Austrian Post printed 5,000 postal inserts in three colors (green, purple and
brown) with printed toll signs for shipments to seven cities in four countries: 12, 24 and 30 Gr. The whole-posts were put
into circulation on 19 June. The fee included 2 S as payment for printing by the post office of commemorative, colorful
full-page inserts.
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In addition to the full-page postcards, on the occasion of the WIPA World Cup '33 the Austrian Airmail Collectors Club
printed 7 sightseeing cards for flights to seven cities ("Etappenkarte”). There were 216 sets with stick-on stamps,
corresponding to the fare tariff to each of the cities in the country, and cards without stamps.
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3. SZWAJCARIA

Glider mail from the first international glider camp Jungfraujoch (Switzerland) - September 1935.

On the Jungfraujoch Pass, (3471 m) between the Ménch and Jungfrau peaks (Bernese Alps),
the First International Glider Camp was organized from 4 to 18 September 1935. It was
attended by 16 pilots from Germany, Austria, Yugoslavia, and Switzerland.

The Swiss Post Office in its official Bulletin announced the performance of glider mail flights on
September 16, unregistered mail only. The parcels were punched with a commemorative date
stamp in red. Two types of these date stamps were used, differing in letter offset.
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The charge per letter
was 1 SFrregardless
of distance. A total of
16,717 parcels were
transported

to the following
locations:

Thum Kaserne,
Interlaken, Meiringen,
Solothurn, Tum,
Zollbriick and
Unterseen.

Transmission from
a flight on 16.09.1935

Pilot Otto Schurter,

glider "Spalinger S15k",

flight distance 36,6 km,
2350 consignments
were carried.

Due to bad weather, ——
many glider mail flights | Abflug wegen unglnsti-
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were rescheduled for ger Witterung auf den 17.
September 17 or 18.
The shipments received
a rectangular stamp

in blue, black, or purple
which read "Abflug
wegen unglnst-/ ger
Witterung auf den

17. (18.)/ September
verschoben"”.
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Consignment from the
flight on 17.09.1935 on
the route

L4 7 | =
" September verschoben. %thk@m

Meringen.

Pilot Herman Schreiber,
glider "Condor I" flight
distance 26 km. 5517
consignments were
carried.
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3. SWITZERLAND

Glider Post from the first international glider camp Jungfraujoch (Switzerland) - September 1935.
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Mail from the flight on 18.09.1935 on the route Jungfraujoch - Unterseen (about 19

km).

Pilot Max Kramer, glider "Grunau Baby II", flight distance 19 km. There were 2000 parcels carried.

First glider flight over the Alps Zurich (Switzerland) - Milan (ltaly) - Arosa (Switzerland) 13-14.02.1933
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There are three types of shipments: Zurich-Milan-Arosa.(next to), Zurich-Arosa and Milan-Arosa.

On 13.02. the mails
(105 Ibs.) was
transported by glider
"Elmer Citro-46"
towed by a plane.
After crossing the
Alps - the flight
altitude reached 4,000
meters - the mail was
delivered to Milan.

The return flight

on 14.02. was
dramatic. Strong
turbulence forced the
towing plane

and glider,

to land.

The glider crashed.
The mail was
reloaded into the
plane and continued
to Arosa.

4. THE UNITED STATES

First Transcontinental Glider Mail USA San Diego - New York 30.03. - 06.04.1930.

Pilot Capt. Frank M. Hawks' glider "502M" began flying in San Diego, CA on 30 March at 0800 hrs and completed the flight
on April 6 at 16 o'clock in Van Cortlandt near New York (NY).

Along the way he landed at 21 transit airports. The entire event was sponsored by the Texaco Qil Company. Approximately
1,500 mail were transported on the historic flight. After the flight, all of the mail was forwarded to the New York Central Post
Office at 8th Avenue and 38th Street. There they were stamped with a date stamp dated April 6, 1930 at 6PM.
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Glider mail from the first tow of two gliders - Miami-Havana-Miami (USA-Cuba) 13.05.1935.

The use of aircraft for towing gliders was initiated in 1934-35 in the USA in the state of Ohio. Simultaneous towing
by aircraft of more than one glider was initiated a year later.

In the USA, the first flight of two gliders took place on May 13, 1935, during the first flight of an air train from Miami, Florida
via Key West to Havana, Cuba. The plane was towing two Franklin PS-2 gliders, and at the last minute the U.S. Post
Office Department rescinded permission for the flight to be "Official U.S." The return flight took place on May 19, 1935.
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" First International Glider Air Train Flizht Cover "

The return flight, from Havana to Miami, Florida, with the permission of the Cuban post office, was official. The shipments bore a stamp
that read: "Republica de Cuba/ Secretaria de Comunicaciones/ Primer Vuelo/ Tren Aero-/ International./ Habana-Miami/ Mayo 19-
1935/ Pilotos: -O'Meara y du-Pont. The shipments were addressed by the up. in Miami to the addressees via the U.S. Postal Service.
The mails were franked with a postage stamp with a commemorative imprint for this flight.

4 THE UNITED STATES

Glider Mail from first launch from water (USA) - Los Angeles - Santa Catalina, CA 17.02.1931. **)

In search of new types of glider launches (from the water), Richard Devine on an amphibious glider covered 25 miles over
the open sea from Los Angeles to Catalina Island. The launch was from the water with the help of a "Fellowship"
motorboat, which towed the glider. Upon reaching the island, R. Devine unhooked the tow line and landed on the island
at Pebble Beach. The experiment, despite the dramatic moments, was a complete success.

R. Devine took

with him some

20 shipments, which
upon landing he
personally signed
and handed them
over to up. Avalon
on the island.

¥ The shipments, after

N e being stamped with
bd it L - _ a daily date stamp
3 LTS dated
% 2 LAl {4 K February 17, 1931
S 4 were sent
‘__";} J L3 =-¢}f.—-{r‘t‘.? to the addressees.
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Glider Mail from the first towing of several gliders by aircraft (USA) - New York-Philadelphia-Baltimore-Washington,

2-3.08.1934.
The first attempt to take off and tow three gliders by one plane (train of gliders). The launch was from Floyd Bennett Field
in New York, and then the gliders were detached one by one over Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington. This
experimental flight was organized by Jack O'Meara on August 2, 1934. Due to high winds, the plane had to land
in Philadelphia to retrieve additional fuel. After refueling, the plane and gliders took off, but heavy rain forced a turn back
to the Philadelphia airport. The flight continued on August 3. After landing in Baltimore to refuel, the "train of gliders" took
off for Washington. O'Meara landed at Ellipse Airport near the White House. After the flight, he expressed the opinion that
this method of towing several gliders by an airplane opens up entirely new possibilities in aviation.

On the flight were
delivered 75 pounds

of mail. They were
stamped with a 60 mm.
round stamp, in purple.
The center of the stamp
was interchangeable
and contained the
destination:
(Philadelphia, Baltimore
or \Washington), in

a aifferent color. Due to
a very large number of
consignments, two
additional stamps were
made, 55 mm in
diameter, with two
fields for manual entry
of destination and in
the second for the
pilot's name. All mails
were divided into

3 Franklin gliders type
"PS3-2".

STI o
WUR T G

N
¥/ THIS LETTER ~ 2
WAS CARRIED BY \%.
MOTORLESS GLIDER -2

WASHINGTON

! JK.(UackO'Meara,V.P. N\
Lustig Sky Trains, Inc. 2
625 Park Avenue, N.Y. C.

A numbered (on the back) mail from a flight on the New York-Washington route.
The organizers prepared envelopes for the flight with a printed route of subsequent landings.

5. WIELKA BRYTANIA i AUSTRALIA GREAT BRITAIN and AUSTRALIAN

First Glider Post Office in the United Kingdom - 13.10.1923.

On 8-13.10.1023 in Lympne (Great Britain) a motor glider competition was held. Prizes were awarded for speed, distance

and fuel consumption. On the last day of the competition, J.H. James flew the longest distance on

his motor glider "Anec

1", using one gallon of fuel, carrying commemorative envelopes on which grey labels and a postage stamp were affixed.
The bag containing the 120th parcels was parachuted over the town of Hastingleigh, the farthest point of the distance
flown. The parcels were delivered by messenger to the post office Hastingleigh and stamped with a date stamp dated

13.0October 1923.

~ LYMPRE

MOTOR GLIDER
MEETING.
O
Oct. 8-13-1923.

“eimmeie

This Letter
was carried and
dropped from the
air by the Motor
Glider manu-
factured by the

AIR NAVIGATION

ENGINEERING
Co., Ltd.,

ADDLESTONE,
SURREY.

Australia's first glider post office - 16.03.1936.

FIRST AUSTRALIAN
GLIDER SOUVENIR COVER

‘Carried by D. Milne of Southport (Holder of Waorld's
Primary Gliding Duration Record) between Burleigh
Heads and Southport, Queensland, while attempting to
break The Australian All Type Glider Duration Record,

Mp, T.L.G.Roper,

16/2/1936, Southport. Q'ld.
% ¥ FLIGHT POFTPONE, ple
PILOT... 7 e RECORD SKEOKEN fb‘_b___fg-u

14

C/o. Southport Gareg e,

The flight planned for March 15 was postponed to March 16 due to glider damage.
Pilot D. Milne. on the Burleigh Heads - Southport route carried 102 numbered mails.

6. POLSKA

Pierwsza polska poczta szybowcowa Ustjanowa 26.09.1935 .

Between 26.09. and 13.10.1935 in Ustjanowa, on the ridge of the Zukéw range, the 3rd National Gl
held. According to some sources, the alleged flight of the first glider mail was to take place on 28

iding Competition was
September. This mail

raises a lot of controversy. Despite the correct stamping, the very flight by which the mail was mails to be carried is in
question. The basis for such considerations is an analysis of the distance and time of the glider flight from Ustianowa to

| viv

There are two date

stamps on the back | CZYBOWCEM e
of the mail: LWOW 1 *USTianwEy (ESIANDD,
with date 29.1X.35.-9 and ( /f 4
WARSZAWA 1 281X 19 ")
dated 29.1X35 20. ﬁf I =

. L WODY £ vEgpn
Simine Short, in his book 1L =8 YKl 2 KRAJOWE
"Glider Mail. R M
An Aerophilatelic i
Handbook", states on
page 153 that there were o .
50-70 pieces. ‘ poczty ot m'czq T

PPy TS Kré lewska

A characteristic feature > ey Waioe ; S ¢

is that almost all of them
have the same | LOTNICZA [
addressee in Warsaw. Thoiy

{ PAR AVION |

ol

There was also

~

correspondence sent out
during the competition that
was date stamped with

a variable date.

SZYBOWCEM
Z USTJANOWEJ

.

SZYBOWCEM
z USTJANOWEY

KRAJOWE
ZAWODY SZYBOWCOW
1935r.

Mails sent
on October
3 and 6, 1935.

e Rkl ¥ 10




Gliding post in the pioneer period (1923 - 1936) - first flights

Glider mail is a special type of airmail when packages are transported by glider. It is not a regular communication and
flights are occasional. Glider mail flights are usually organized on one-off occasions to celebrate various events, parties
and occasions (momentous events, anniversaries and jubilees, exhibitions, Olympic Games, etc.).

Glider mail of the pioneer period (1923-1936) documented more the achievements of pilotage technology of the time, as
well as the achievements of glider construction technology. Since the mid-thirties, both the transport of mail and and cargo
by so-called "glider trains" were the subject of many experiments in several countries. These experiments led directly to
the carriage of passengers, mail as well as cargo and then to the development of transport gliders during World War 1.
According to Simine Short *), the 1920s and 1930s can be considered the pioneering period of glider mail.

Glider O. Chanute Early Bowlus ,Albatross”

“Scud 17 “Fafnir”

5 2 e ._”
. b | GLIDER DURATION FLIGHT |

CIFILAO.C MY,

The exhibit presents the first glider mail flights in a geographical arrangement of the countries that
contributed most to the development of gliding in the pioneering period. They document important
events in the development of gliding and testify to the achievements made in construction and piloting
between 1923 and 1936.

1. Germany 4. United States
2. Austria 5. Great Britain and Australia
3. Switzerland 6. Poland

For glider parcels organizers sometimes issue decorative envelopes and postcards,
and first of all stickers (vignettes) with printed nominal value. This is to partially
compensate the costs incurred. If by placing these stickers on the parcels the
obligatory surcharge for air carriage of mail is realized and if the stickers are issued on
the basis of an authorization of relevant postal authorities, they become co-postmarks.
Glider postage stickers are stamped with board stamps, confirming that the parcel has
been received and transported.

The first stickers (vignettes)
were German airmail

stamps, which were over- | v
printed with propaganda 10 N7 1B
inscriptions.The first R e B
stickers were German
airmail stamps, which were
reprinted with propaganda
inscriptions and the value \@f”’/i‘)} ‘Fl\\C\‘?Q\\
. 4 =

of an additional fee for <

i T i

" R (A
"t“////fm.ﬂ\\@?‘:\ : {D“ozﬁmjmq\\e\ ;

; &
\{D[’/// /[]1 g.fl\\(_\\zt\

transporting mail by glider.

%), Glider Mail. An Aerophilatelic Handbook”, Own research: "Date of flight over Warsaw" - News on ZG PZF website, 31 July 2012.

by Simine Short, American Air Mail Society 1987



1. GERMANY

First German glider post office Wasserkuppe - Gersfeld 30.08.1923.

The first official German, and also the first in the world, glider mail was planned on the occasion of "Aviator's Day", on the
last day of the 4th National Gliding Competition in Wassercuppe, i.e. on 30 August 1923.

lllustrated cards were prepared and sold exclusively at the airfield on Pilot Hill, at a cost of 200 Mk/piece.
The 5 Pfg (4,000 pcs.) and 10 Pfg (2,000 pcs.) circulating airmail stamps were overprinted with with the text "Erster/Post-
/Segelflug/1923" and they were required stickers (vignettes) for glider mail flight.

Due to rampant inflation and
high interest in mail, the post
office in Gersfeld used a
rectangular stamp that read:
"Geblihr/bezahlt" (payment
was made) and the negative
stamp "Deutsches Postamt /
Gersfeld / (Rhén)".

For delivery: local delivery
was charged 4000 Mk and
for overseas delivery 8000
MKk.

Deutfcher
Flieger - Gedenttag

About 30,000 spectators waited for the unveiling ceremony of the aviator memorial on Pilot
Mountain. Four gliders took to the air in a demonstration flight. Due to strong winds, all four
crashed. As a result, the flight with the first glider mail was cancelled. The messenger
took the glider mail to the upstairs in Gersfeld, where they were stamped in various ways.

L i Iﬁ\_ i
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4’.“ 'r. )] -':I ; i .'-. £
R R

7 s = Various means of
' Lt ¢ % Fos stamping are known, the
03 % f s most common being the
e v Rl Gersfeld day stamp.

When all the spectators had

left the Wasserkuppe hill, pilot Fritz Stamer planned to fly the glider "Bremen" from the hill to

Gersfeld, setting a new German distance record. For this flight he privately took glider mail parcels that were not taken by
the messenger to post office in Gersfeld.



1. GERMANY

First German glider post office Wasserkuppe - Fulda 31.08.1924.

The transportation of the glider mail took place on the last day of the 5th German Glider Championships, on Aviator Day.

For the glider post office, three types of whole-posts were issued, by private order, with denominations: 5 Pfg (domestic,
green), 15 Pfg (domestic air, olive), 20 Pfg (foreign, blue). All of them had the same, black and white, illustration on the
back. The cards were only sold at Wasserkuppe airport during the championships. Due to the lack of vignettes
(an additional flight charge) the cards were sold for respectively: 25, 40 and 50 Pfg.

Domestic air mail (15 Pfg)
was directed to up Fulda,
where it was stamped with
a red stamp "Mit flugpost
beférdert Postamt Fulda".

Fepentpoittarte sum 2. Ullgemeinen Teutfiben
sliegeravenbrag am 36 Augnt 1924
JRang der Slisger! 800,

I'{ |r x
.';- .-’ ! .\ ‘ | I ’ -‘?r“:—:
f v (;.--:‘J_'--- ; ¥ 2 . & gw s ﬁ€ "1 L LA
/f'{l L , ‘ ;. s (,J’; L8 j}f } f G y: =
jr LGS T ’ :_, L .fr @‘__?_"__’;__ Ve / = rf. !’ STy

Parcel of glider mail organized on the Wasserkuppe-Fulda route on August 31, 1924.
Fee 15 Pfg - domestic air fare.

Gedenbpofttarte sum 2. Hllgememen Deurfchen

Slieaery 'II&L‘;t am 3l Augt 1924 -’E
shrsberoem St | Pofitarte

e toten Slieier
Wharben
Burd uns

Domestic air mail
(15 Pfg), requiring further
airmail (to other locations)

T t hefordertX7z &
were directed to Frankfurt, W) m!t LUﬁ QS EL) flﬂ Man) 3
here th t d ¢
Posigmigh Frangr 1o
. " @AY L'\.-k []Ct c/%)

"Mit Luftpost beférder. o
“Berlin- Wilmersdorf

Postamt 9, Frankfurt Main)."
Kaiferallee 173

Parcel of glider mail organized on the Wasserkuppe-Fulda route on August 31, 1924.
Fee 15 Pfg - domestic tariff.



1. GERMANY

Glider Post Office in the Izera Mountains and the Karkonosze (1927 - 1930)

Under the terms of the Treaty of Versailles, Germany was not allowed to have military aviation. Penetrating flights in
Karkonosze and lzera Mountains, officially aimed at "searching for new conditions for gliding”, were an excellent training
ground for German military pilots. In order to maintain the sport (civilian) character of glider training, numerous flights were
organized, with the Glider School in Grunau (now Jezéw Sudecki) as a base. The organizer of such flights was the Aviators
Association in Hirsberg (now Jelenia Gora). These flights were documented by the organization of glider mail.

RR

Isergebirge: .
A parcel from a f||ght Had Fiinsberyr, Heufuderbande, ¥i10g |

i anfnd an igepiat & K. GNA
organized on il u:ffgu Gt |
28 August 1927 on the route S Adu yul ;
Heufuderbaude (Stog !
Izerski) - Baq Fllpsberg dos Buhedes Deidschor & '
(now Swieradow Zdr.). Ortsgruppe Hirschber |

Mail (about 20 parcels) was
transported by glider

Bad Flinsberg am 27, u. 28, August 1827

"Burgbraun”.
Pilot - Eng.
Andressen.Mountain)

A.Berezowski |

*) according to Simine Short "Glider
Mail", page 62.

GORLITZ./Schi,

_:r
|
| Augusta—Str.29

Between 1928 and 1930, vignettes were
issued for mail from penetrating flights, with
the inscription promoting flights in the
Karkonosze and lzera Mountains "Segelflige

Vignettes of reprinted German airmail stamps "Erst/ Segelflug-Post/
von der Scheneekoppe/ im Riesengebirge/ 21.und 22. Juli 1928"
were required for the first time for glider mail between
Schneekoppe ( Sniezka) and Hirschberg (Jelenia Géra) on 21 and 22

July 1928. im/ Riesen - und/ Isergebirge". Vignettes were
required on glider mail.
Segelflug-Opferkarte. 2 German airmail stamps of
Bund Deutsther Flieger, E. U., Hirsthberg i. Rsab. E the 1923 issue were used
Sl omtodbb IRl v 5 for the vignettes of
5 denominations:
% 5, 10, 25, 100 and 200 Mk
z on which appropriate prints
g were made.
E
3 |
A 7L Vignettes from 1929
i.‘/ X (of face values 5 and 10 Mk)
A o : have additionally printed
"jﬁ'%/ f"w = 2 ' year, whereas vignettes
/z b E from 1930 have only
i 0/ k" propaganda text.
P 7 E |
: A |
5- | §
{ | :g
- il

Consignment from a flight organized on 29.07.1929 between Schneekoppe (Sniezka)
and Krummhibel (Karpacz).




2. AUSTRIA

First Austrian gliding post office Waschberg near Stockerau (13 - 21.10.1923)

The first Austrian gliderpost was planned during the Austrian Glider Week in Waschberg near Stockerau, northwest of

Vienna (13 - 21.10.1923).

The post offices
Vienna 1 and Vienna 8
used a rotor

with a propaganda
overlay

which read:

LErst osterreichische/
SEGELFLUGWOCHE/
WASCHBERG bei
STOCKERAU/

13.-21. Oktober 1923.”

Fee for a foreign letter.

National Printing Fee.

Steirisohe Guszstahlwerke A. G, -

i AP L WASCHBERG beSTOCKERRY

i O;’ 7 B2 0kucher 1925
. Pit. :

On the occasion of a meeting of glider pilots, the Austrian
Post prepared a commemorative date stamp with
a variable date and the same content as on the rotor.
This date stamp was to be used for the glider mail.

For the planned flight the printing house "Gesell-schaft
fur Graphi-sche Industrie, Wien VI" prepared an
illustrated three-colour postcard.

POSTKARTE

Due to bad weather the gliders did not take off. In this
situation, the organization of glider mail was
abandoned. The flight was cancelled and no parcels
were accepted for transportation by glider mail.

Those who purchased the illustrated three-color postcard
courtesy stamped a commemorative date stamp on the
illustration side or on the address side.




2. AUSTRIA

First Austrian gliding post office Wieden - Semmering 27.01.1933r.

On the last day of the Glider Show, which took place from 30.12.1932 to 27.01.1933, a glider mail was organized.
The glider piloted by Robert Kronfeld, towed by an airplane, took off from Aspen airport and after flying 100 km detached
from the airplane and landed on a snow-covered meadow near Sommering

On the occasion of the Glider Exhibition in Vienna (30.12.1932-27.01.1933), several types of airmail postcards
(luftpostkarte), illustrated full-page postcards, were printed in the Austrian government printing house on the private order
of the Kronfeld Companv.

On the whole postage stamps, in various arrangements of toll signs (horizontal or vertical), two toll signs were printed: with
face value of 10 or 50 Gr. 50 Gr (airline stamps) and next to them 12 or 40 Gr (regular stamps).

Total to

post office Vienna 1 s _ s
received 17966 Diese Karte wird von Robert Kronfeld LU&pOStk
shipments. Collection mit depretiten Gsterreichischen Postsegel- :

of postal items flug vonWien auf den Semmering befordert
in Semmering was
supervised by Austrian ' . . %
Post inspector ' ' ceo | Wien—!
N. Bacher ) B : _ gt

Mit Seg ll}*l{'ﬁ
Kronfe X

1.33 14

*

\
&y
8

The postcard fee for J ¥ s \&) ’
the flight was 12 Gr + / (oW 7 |
50 Gr airmail \ Lt sy
surcharge. '

The printed postage
stamps were e : 1
insufficient for the i rferala OO e
glider mail, hence the
need to affix b _
supplementary ¢ f—o 7 -
stamps to the T ez

required flight
postage rate.

Mail from many countries
was sent on the flight.

Its total weight was 280 Ibs.
and the luggage carrying
capacity of the glider was
only.

For this reason an additional
glider flight was organized
on 31.01.1933. Shipments
from this flight (remaining,
weighing a total of 92
pounds) have a receiving
date stamp of post office
Semmering

with the discriminant *d*.

Confirmation of flight stamp (circular) reading: 1. Oster. Segel-Flugpost / 1 Vien 1 / Janner 1933/
*Wien-Semmering* was stamped on all mail, in red or black.



2. AUSTRIA
First official Austrian glider mail Vienna - Semmering 27.01.1933.

On 30.12.1932. -
22.01.1933 .

post office Vienna 1
used an occasional
date stamp

with changeable
date,
commemorating
glider exhibition
organized by Robert
Kronfeld, with the
text:

“Segelflugaus-
stellung Robert
Kronfeld /Wien/
date".

Delivery sent

at the exhibition
were transported
by the first Austrian
Austrian glider mail,

The fee for

an envelope
weighing up to 10 g
was24Gr+1S
for airmail.

First International Glider Post Office Graz (Austria) - Maribor (Yugoslavia) 14.05.1933.

The mail was
organized by the
Aerial Academic
Group of the
University of Graz.
The mail was
transported in

a "Schockelfalke"
glider towed by
an airolane.

In Maribor, shipments
were stamped with

a triangular receiving
stamp.

Mail weighing up to
20 grams was
allowed to be carried
by glider mail.

The charge for

a postcard was

30 Gr + 50 Gr, for an
envelopel S+50 Gr.




3. SWITZERLAND

First glider post office in Switzerland - 31.08.1930.

Organized on the last day of the Second Glider Reunion on Bachtel Mountain. Mail, exclusively on three illustrated
full-post cards issued for the occasion, was accepted in post office Hinwil and by postal agents in the camp. They were
stamped with a red round stamp reading "1. Schweiz. Segelluftpost/31.Aug.30/Bachtel. Once transported, the packages
were delivered to the nearest post office and stamped with daily date stamps. Three official flights took place: to: Auslikon,
Wetzikon and Bubikon.

Bachtel - Auslikon e i BUNDESFEIER ‘ "7 x G+
Pilot: Fritz Miiller, “I’| FETE NATIONALE | | - >
glider "Spalinger S-12", Rt~ FEST& NAZIONALE

flight time 11 min. 35 sec., = N -

flight distance 9.5 km.

Bachtel - Bubikon

Pilot: Hermann Zollinger,
glider "Austria-1",

flight time 3 min. 55 sec,
flight distance 4 km.

Bachtel - Wetzikon

Pilot: Jakob Spalinger,
glider "Salinger S-9",
flight time 8 min. 2 sec,
flight distance 7 km.

FOR BEDORFTIGE SCHWEIZERSCHULEN IM AUSLAND » POUR LES ECOLES SUISSES NECESSITEUSES A LETRANGER
PER LE SCUDLE SVIZZERE BISOGNOSE ALL ESTERD

Mail from a flight on
the Bachtel - Auslikon

+ BUNDESFEIER | ISR

ETE NATIONALE |
FEST& NAZIONALE

., YOM:0U-DEL Wll} 1930 m.: (3 _
"'Eﬂ]/rﬁ'r‘/( L fIpeA - | o8

;,n/ - 7" ; t Fy
//iﬂ/f} {1 w Mail from a flight on

) = the Bachtel — Bubikon
31 Vii30=1 8

Y“.vm;? /
% | n'-/ff:s;-x;.- g . /%

M teelin,

FOR BEDORFTIGE SCHWEIZERSCHULEN IM AUSLAND = POUR LES ECOLES SUISSES NECESSITEUSES A LETRANGER
PER LE SCUOLE SVIZZERE BISOGNOSE ALL ESTERD




3. SWITZERLAND

Glider Post to 7 Cities in Four Countries - Austria-Hungary-Italy-Switzerland 13-19.07.1933.

On the occasion of the WIPA '33 World Cup, Austrian gliding pioneer Robert Kronfeld came up with the idea of organizing
the first glider mail to 7 cities in 4 countries uAldeven
flights with glider mail were performed by Robert Kronfeld on the glider "Austria II".

Packages for the glider mail flights were accepted at all post offices in Austria. Packages from 6 countries were sent.
Only Hungary (Budapest) used the acceptance stamp, while the other cities had acceptance stamps (with a variable date).

Budapeszt
| SMZBURG" = I/-r\ up. Receiving date stamp
AN e e . Legiposta/Budapest 72
13.07.1933.

The postage for the
parcel was 2.12 S.
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AWIPA 1933
KONGRESSHAUS
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Deutschland,

I g

Receiving date stamp
Milano Ferr./Posta Aera
14.07.1933.
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The postage
per parcel was 2.12 S.
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