
The 1890-1898 Post Horn envelopes of Guatemala
used through the Quetzaltenango Post Office

In	 1890,	 Guatemala	 emited	 Postal	 Stationary	 envelopes	 with	 an	 embossed	 Post	 Horn	 inside	 an	 oval,		

printed	by	Waterlow	&	Sons.	The	emission	consisted	of	two	values:	5¢	and	10¢.	Subsequently	they	were	

surcharged	 the	 5¢	 envelopes,	 first	 in	 1895	 with	 2¢	 black	 surcharge,	 6¢	 red	 surcharge	 and	 6¢	 black	

surcharge	with	the	coat	of	arms	of	Guatemala,	all	with	the	date	1895	added	and	the	new	value.	At	last	in	

1898	with	2¢	and	6¢	values	both	 in	black,	showing	the	new	value	with	big	numbers.	The	exact	dates	of	

issuance	are	unknown.

In	Quetzaltenango,	second	largest	city	of	Guatemala,	the	Post	Horn	envelopes	were	widely	used	to	send	

letters.	The	postage	rates	of	the	most	commonly	used	 services:	 the	domestic	mail	 and	 the	abroad	mail,		

effective	from	August	1,	1881	since	Guatemala	joined	U.P.U.,	matched	exactly	with	the	printed	value	of	the			

1890	 Issue.	 From	 January	 20,	 1894	 the	 domestic	 rate	 increase	 to	 6¢	 while	 the	 rate	 abroad	 remained	

unchanged.	The	following	year,	1895	and	later	in	1898,	the	provisional	envelopes	with	the	6¢	surcharge,	

already	meet	this	increase	in	foreign	mail.	

This	 study	 of	 the	 post	 rates,	 routes	 and	 destinations	 of	 the	 Post	 Horn	 envelopes	 used	 through	 the	

Quetzaltenango	Post	Office,	shows	the	 incoming	and	outgoing	mail	on	the	domestic	mail,	as	well	as	the		

outgoing	mail	abroad,		throughout	all	postal	issues	of	the	Post	Horn	envelopes.
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1. SERVICIO POSTAL INTERIOR (Domestic Mail)

1.1 Tarifa al interior de 1881 (domestic rate 1881)

Emitidos en 1890 (Issue of 1890)

1.2 Tarifa al interior de 1894 (domestic rate 1894)

Emitidos en 1890 (Issue of 1890)

Emitidos en Ago. 1895 (Provisionals of Aug. 1895)

Emitidos en Nov. 1895 (Provisionals of Nov. 1895)

Emitidos en 1898 (Provisionals of 1898)

2. SERVICIO POSTAL EXTERIOR (Abroad Mail)

Emitidos en 1890 (Issue of 1890)

Emitidos en Ago. 1895 (Provisionals of Aug. 1895)

Emitidos en Nov. 1895 (Provisionals of Nov. 1895)

Emitidos en 1898  (Provisionals of 1898)
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