Teresa of Avila. Hitdegrard of Bingen.

WOMEN
'DOCTORS !
ciurcn N Fomd

“Doctor of the Church” is a title conferred by a variety
of Christian Churches to individuals of recognized
importance, particularly in the fields of theology or
Christian doctrine. It can be granted to illustrious men
and women who, for their sanctity, for the orthodoxy of
their faith and, mainly for their eminent theological
knowledge, are honored with this title by design of the
Church.

The first proclamations of this title were made by Pope
Boniface VI in 1298, proclaiming Doctors of the
Church, Saint Gregory, Saint Ambrose, Saint
Augustine and Saint Jerome. The Church defines three
preconditions placed for the proclamation: 1. Eminens
doctrina (importance of doctrine); 2. Insignis vitae
sanctitas (high degree of sanctity), 3. Ecclesiae
declaratio {proclamation of the Church). This third
condition consists of a declaration by the Supreme
Pontiff or a general council of the Church.

To date, the Catholic Church has proclaimed 37
doctors. Until 1970, no woman had been named a
Doctor of the Church, but since then, four have joined
the list:

SAINT TERESA OF AVILA and SAINT CATHERINE
OF SIENA, proclaimed by Paul VI in 1970, SAINT
TERESA OF LISIEUX, proclaimed by Saint John Paul
Il in 1997 and SAINT HILDEGARD OF BINGEN,
proclaimed by Benedict XV1 in 2012, ‘
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1. SAINT CATHERINA OF SIENA

Dominican  religious,
Catherine of Siena,
was born in ltaly, was
baptized with the name
of Caterina Benincasa
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. In addition to the title of Doctor of
the Church, Saint Catherine of
Siena was proclaimed patroness
of Italy on June 18, 1866, along
with Saint Francis of Assisi.
Ancther important . title was
granted to her on October 1, 1999,
when pope Saint. John Paul Il
named her one of the six patron
saints of Europe, along with flve
other saints.
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2. SAINT TERESA OF AVILA

] .
suareconis I8 Saint Teresa of Avila, also known as Teresa of Jesus, lived

1515-2015

between the years 1515 to 1582 Born Teresa Sanchez de
Cepeda y Ahumada, she was a Carmelite nun, mystic and
Catholic saint of the 16th century, important for her works on life
contemplative and spiritual, and for its work during the “Catholic
counter-reformation”. She was also one of the reformers of the
Carmelite Order and is considered a co-founder of the “Order of SRy " B
Discalced Carmelites”, together with Saint John of the Cross. provgs, | RenE e 210 inue st 210 Rt Tse’ 210
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2.1. MASTER OF SPIRITUAL LIFE

Pope Paul VI emphasized that the most
impartant characteristic that made her
worthy of the title of Doctor of the
Church was her unique contribution as
a mother and teacher of the spiritual life.
He also recalled that Teresa was an
exceptional woman who radiated
exceptional human vitality and spmtual
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3. SAINT TERESA OF LISIEUX
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At the age of fourteen, Teresa
already knew that her vocation
was to pray for the priests of the
church, to be an "apostle of the
apostles”. In September 1890,
at her canon
before professing her religious
vows, she was asked why she
wanted to enter Carmel. Her

response was: "l want to save |

souls and especially pray’ for
priests”. Throughout her life,
Teresa prayed fervently for
them and corresponded with
many others. She believed, as
she wrote to her sister, that "our
mission as Carmelites is to
train evangelical missionaries
who will save thousands of
souls to whom we will mother."

examination. |

Marie-Francoise-Thérése Martin, known as Saint Teresa of the
Child Jesus and the Holy Face, was a French Discalced Carmelite
nun known as one of the most influential models of holiness for
Catholics and religious in general, mainly for her practical and
simple way of approaching the spiritual life. Along with Saint
Francis of Assisi, she is one of the most popular saints in Church
history. She was born in Alencon, France, on January 2, 1873,
and had a very brief life, dying at just 24 years old. She was the
daughter of Saint Marie-Azélie Guérin, an embroiderer, and Saint
Louis Martin, a jeweler and watchmaker, both devout Catholics.
Teresa is the youngest Saint among all the Doctors of the Church.
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was her
greatest written work. A collection *
of autobiographical manuscripts,
published and distributed a year
after his death, made a huge
impact and was widely acclaimed.

- also left texts, letters, poems, religious pieces and
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In addition to her popular autobiography, Teresa l

prayers. His last conversations were also
preserved by his sisters.  Paintings and
photographs, mostly by her sister Céline, helped to
further enhance Teresa's popularity.




3.1. THE “LITTLE CARMEL FLOWER”
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Teresa received her call to religious life early. After overcoming

numerous obstacles, she was successful in 1888, at just fifteen
years old, to become a nun, joining her two older sisters in the
cloistered Carmelite community in Lisieux, Normandy region of
France. In her nine years at Carmel, she held positions as sacristan

and assistant to the mistress of novices.

The "Little Flower of Carmel”, as Teresa was afféctionately known,
is one of the most popular Catholic saints since the apostolic age,

and has inspired many through her devotion and faith.

(Gabon, 1973
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As a Doctor of the .
Church, she is subject to
intense theglogical
debate and study, and
as a charming young
woman whose message

touched the lives of
millions, she is the focus
of fervent  popular

devotion. Pope Pius X
called her "the greatest
of modern saints".
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3.2. THE BASILICA SANCTUARY
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special contnbutions from many countries around the world. The
Basilica has 18 smaller altars dedicated to the nations that
contributed to its constructitn. it aiso houses a crypt inside, and is
completely decorated with marble and mosaics that portray the Little
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On the initiative of the Bishop of Lisieux, a monumental Basilica was '5

built in honor of Teresa of Lisieux. Begun in 1928, construction was [ :

completed in 1954, and was solely financed through donations and : 15 LA BASILIGIEYE LISIEUX
Statue de Ste-Théy, "e,q Iﬁ

| jﬁie gu Paryis

B U

i 105 10 W o s
SRR L ) .!.f W ] —
)

b0, o de s LW
1) i y
;.-’u' el L AL Al 2
a2t ] pﬂ.z,w\x‘_ﬂ
’;}
H ! . :
I B bt ivmig AR R Ll
Color proofs, 5
=l
REPUBUIOUE UNTE DU CANEROUN

7

] .i.
UMITED REPUBLIC OF CAMERODN

=

France, 2014

| Self-adhesive stampys card with partraits of Saint Teresa and
i reproduciions of excerpts from her texts, many of these with the
- originals thal wre part of the collection of the Basilicu of Lisiens,

Aot
JuithEF.61

-y *ﬁ CONGRES E[Q(TJGNS.L MARIAL

LiSSI%UX

f

prody

L L.

Ka

(

Dig proof with
CRErAver SIENUNee,

* NARSIAANSANRS
mEPLJtiq_lqurf

i ; A g
’ A eransid té&(/ (j:wéf.‘wfs%_.
/ _ ( Vi 7

\/j ddiq, n%{/wa%m

redmefer stanypr maodel Satas "8

Perforate stamp and
progressive color proofs:

S FRAMIALIGT

o

e L

*D ] Ry pllotogskee
3 1 OVERITABLE |
2 RPOSTES ¢
§ SO 0005 § ¥, %

SONNTRINRANSY

¥
3
[
']

2015

J

1
France, {961
Traveled posteard with

{Busifica of Lisiewx),

) TS REPUSLIQUE .




4. SAINT HILDEGARD OF BINGEN
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“many problems in the world. The solution for

human will and divine grace.
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Her various and extensive writings show that
she had a mystical and integrated conception
of the universe, even though this conception
did not exclude realism and encountered’

them, according to her ideas, should come
from a cooperative and harmonious union
between body and spirit, between nature,
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