Dr. Viclav Vojtéch - the first Czech in Antarctica

The purpose of the exfibit:

The purpose of this exhibit is to document from the beginning the postal correspondence of the first Czechoslovak
parlicipant in the polar Antarctic expedition. Starting from his departure (0 Anlarctics and his very important first
steps as a participant of the First Byrd Antarctic Expedition 1928-30. | wanted te show with this exhibit that despile
the adversity and the first rejection by R. E. Byrd, Vojtéch did not let himself be discouraged and finally took part
in this expedition. His desire was so great that he rose through a steker, steward and sailor to the position of musher.
Unfortunately, this expedition did not allow him to explore the Antarctic region as he would have liked.

Historical background of the exfiibit:

The mysterious "Terra australis incognita”, or "Unknown Southern Land", has attracted sailors and explorers since
ancient times. They had been tentatively approaching this continent for hundreds of years by exploring arcas around
Antarctica, but it was not untii the early |9th century that sailors were able to get close enough to actually discover
it. Then expeditions began explorations, Tirst around and off the coast of Antarctica, and then they went inland
to better understand the weather and living conditions in Anlarclica. 1t was exciting and often dangerous [or scientisis
and explorers to make new geographical explorations. Gradually, they learnt more and more about the area, until
the conquest of the South Pole, which completed the greatest goal of polar expeditions in the early 20th century.
Our polar explerers were only pioneers in this respect. but their diligence and oxtracrdinary intercst in the area
brought them not only success but also the admiration of other expedition members,

Significance of the exfibit:

This exhibit summarizes the course of activities of the first Czechoslovak polar explorer in Antarctica. Related
to this there is its postal documentation, which have been preserved in only a few picces and is now
almost unavailable.

Extraordinary exfiibit items:

The material from Dr. Vaclav Vojtéch, who was a participant in the First Byrd Antarctic Expedition, contains 2 large
part of the items that represent most of the gems in Czechoslovak polar postal history,

Personal research and used fiterature:

The focus of my own research is primarily on determining and confirming the date of mail sent in the Antarctic
region from the individual dispatch sections listed on the correspondence. as well as whether the postal rate
is appropriate for the period and arca. The information is mainly derived from foreign literature, journals with polar
themes published by polar clubs in England, USA, Czech Republic, etc. Another equally important aspect
is the cooperation with domestic polar collectors. Among the books I have used T would mention for cxample:
Topicem, namornikem a psovodem za jiznim polarnim krukem - Dy, Viciav Vojiéch

Bild pevnina (Hleddani posiednifio svéradilu) - Stanislav Béril

Map of Antarctica and some stations located on it
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Vojtéch and his correspondence from the expedition

Dr. Viclay Vajtéch, a participant in the First Byrd Antarctic Expedition |928-1930. who
on 27th JTanuary 1929 was the first Czech to reach 78"30°S. and 163733'W. in Anlarctica,
I'he philatelic significance of Dr. Vopréch is that he sent a number of letiers (o our
homeland during the expedition, which loday among cur polar classics. He sent letters
from aboard the flagship City of New ¥ork and from New Zeatand. Most of the letters
bear the Bvrd Fxpedition letterhead and were accompanied by the expedition’s stamps
{cachets/, Dr. Vojréch was very fond of using forms intended for the radiograms of Byrd's
polar expedition. The addition of various stamps and cachets to the envelopes has
expanded a lot since the time of these expeditions. They reach technical perfection and
make polar ¢ollecting much more interesting. ITowever, the cachets from R E. Byrd's
expeditions are unsurpassed in capluring the unique atmosphere and thus the appearance
of the letters in the eyes of philatelists is duly enhanced. In the wide circle of addressees
to whom Dr. Pojtden diligently wrote, we find especially the names of our industrialists
and politicians of the time (7. G, Masaryk, Bata), who by their financial support enabled
Dr. Vojtéch to participate in the expedition,

Photo of Dr. Viclav Vojtéch in Antarctic Clothing

Used postcard made in 1930, mailed on 107 February
1934, with the portrait of the commander of the Antarctic

= expedition R. E, Byrd, sent 1o Dr. Brown, New York, USA.
On the posteard were used 2x 3¢ stamps from the scuvenir

sheet issued for the 1l Byrd Antarctic Expedition.

FUREAU L7 ENGHA

PRINTED 8y 115 TRE,

Unused posicard with a pictare of Dr. Vaclav Vojtéch
in polar clothing with his signature. Made in the Mraz

’ pess : SLATE NUMBES 210
studio, Staromésiské nam 20, Prague 1. Most of Dr.

Vojtéch's postcards, which he distributed ar his

lectures, come from this studio.

Photo of R, E. Byrd in Antarctic Clothing
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Departure and first return from Antarctica

Dr. Viclay Vojtéch started his overseas trip in New Zealand in 1928 wilh a dramatic mecting with R, Byrd, whom he came to with a request Lo be accepted as a member of the expedition (5000 Americans were interested). On 6" December 1928 Dr, Vojtéch
leaves the port of Dunedin in New Zealand as a stoker on the Efeanor Bolting, originally named Chetsea, but renamed by Byrd. On 10" December 1928, Eleanor Bolling crosses the Antarctic Circle and Dr. Vojtéch sees Scott Island at 78°S. L. Here, the
ship's voyage ends with the transshipment of material to the flagship City of New York (this ship was vecommended to Byed by R. Amundsen himself, when it was a named Samson). Afler the ranshipment was completed, Dr. Vojtéch retumed to New
Zealand and the flagship City of New York sails on 1o Bay of Whales. On 20% December 1928, Eleanor Botling lands al Port Chalmers, New Zealand, Dr. Vojtéeh sends his first letters. Tn his book “Stoker, Sailor and Musher in the Southern Antarctic Cirele”
he states that he sent his last letters by post on 13% January 1929 and on 14" January 1929 Efeanor Bolfing lcaves Dunedin for her second voyage, again with Dr. Vojtéch on board.

Was  written by

to Antarctica on this ship.

A cover semt from the ship Eleanor
Bolling and was stamped on 31" October
1928, during a trip throwgh the Panama
Caned. Postage 2 x Ic stamps of CZP,

a

in the expedition to the address of I. V.
Crandall in Cristobal. [t bears the Boffing
ship cachet of the First Byrd Antarctic
Expedition, Tn the upper lett corner there
15 the signawure of the commander ol
the expedition, R. E. Byrd.
Dr. Viclav Vojréch started his journey

participant
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Registered mail was written by Dy. V. Vojtéch's sister Aja Dufkova on 1" January 1929

from Némecky: Brod (today's Haviickuy Brod) to Wellington (main post affice) N. 7.,
postage 2 x 20 hal., it was the rate from C.R. to N.Z. Sent via USA. Receipt octagonal
postmark 53.7. Wellington-Registered. The red stamp at the bottom UNCLATMED - not
collected and the stamp in the middle at the top RETOUR A L'ENVOYEUR - returned
to sender documents that Dr. Vielay Vojtdch unfortunately did not receive. The letter
was returmned Lo the sender in the Czech Republic.

Scan of reverse side of registered
mail from Dr. Vaclav Vojtech's
sister, see her return address
with purple  oval
postmark 22,7 1929 Registered
Wellington  and  transport
registered  oval  postmark
2111929 NEW YORK,

Quigany

-

- ———— —

Expedition.

Dr. Viclav Vojtéch sent an official large expedition cover to his father Framtifek Vojiéch
in Skiivany, via the post office in Nowy: Bydzov. The letter was stamped on 147 January 1929
in Dunedin. (Stamps %> and 2 N7 pence used). This was on the day of the Eleanor Bolling's
second departure for Antarctica. A cover containing Bofling s cachet of the First Byrd Antarctic

Imitial Antarctic Arrival and return to Winter i NZ

On 27 January 1929 Efeanor Bolling entered Bay of Whales at 73° S.L. and 163° 53" E.L. The sume day Dr. Vojréch ascended the Ross lce Baier.
It was his first steps in Avntarctica. On 22 February 1929 he was transferred to the erew of the ship City of New ¥ork, on which he holds the position

ol steward and returns with this ship to New Zealand, City of New York docked at Port Chalmers on 16 March 1929.

Vojtech,  Made
Staroméstské nam 20, Prague 1.

by Dr. Viciav i

return  address and with an arrival
postmark of’ 18 June 1929 (middlc).

3 Unused pustcard (on left) of the flagship 8.8, City
of New York in the Antarciic Ice Barrier. signed
Mrez

Scan of part of the reverse side of a large registered
shipping envelope sent by Dr. Viicluy Vojtéch, see

Dog training in the New Zealand Alps

stuelio,

{transport})

- —

Registered expedition envelope on expedition stationery sent by Dr. Vaclay Vojtech to Mr. Zdenék Dufek in Némecky
Brod. It was postmarked on 20 Mayv 1929 in Port Chalmers (5+'7% NZ. pence stamps used. corresponding to the
registered, surface rate) and was completed with another of the cachets from the First Byrd Anvarctic Expedition (these
were used on the |etters that flew over the South Pole). Transported to the Czech Republic via San Francisco on the
S.S. Tahidi, part of the New Zealand Shipping Ceo.
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v Dr. Vojtech’s mother posis from Nowy Bydzov 17 September 1929 3
a registered/EXPRESS mail envelope (rated at 10,- CZK] for her |
son on the expedition, awaiting return to Amtarctica in Dunedin, ',
N.Z Sentvia USA. v

Cover was written by F. Radda from New York, UiSA on 4 November 1929 (2C US stamp was
used), sent via San Francisco to Dr, Vdclay Vojtdch in Dunedin, N.Z. It was routed to the New

Zealand Alps to the post office - Hermitage, in the Mount Cook arca. Here Vaojtéch was learning
to masier a dog sled.

On his second rewmn o New Zealand, Dr, Vojtech went L0 the New Zealand
Alps o learn how to master dog, sledding. On 21 October 1929, the flagship
City of New York prepared for her next voyage to Antarclica and it was not
until 5 January 1930 that conditions in the South were such that the City of
New York could sail. Efeanor Boffing reluncd shortly alter departure.
because the ice pack was insurmountable,

On the unused postcard is Dr, Viclay Vojtéch - standing
on a stedse while training Alaskan polar dogs in the New
Zealand Alps (August-September 1929) for the needs ot the
First Byrd Antarctic Expedition. Postcard published by
Hugh & G.K. Neill Timited, Dunedin, New Zealand.

Registered large expedition cover sent by Dr. Viclav Vejtdch to Mr. J. Rasler OFovsky,
Mayor of the Scowt Association in Prague. It was stamped on 18 November 1929
int Dunedin (Stamps used ¥z + 5 NZ. pence) and was completed with another of the cachets
from the First Byrd Antarctic Expedition (these were used on the mails that flew over the
South Pole}, The letter was written at the time of Dr. Vojtéch's second return from
Antarcticy, while still in New Zcaland, before his next planned departure to Antaretica,

Byrd

-

Antarclic Fxpedition Doges at Mt Cook, N.Z.
Mi. Cook Motor Coy. Series Q2.
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Scan of the rear of mother's imvard registered mail showing
additional postage used as an envelope flap sealer.

Cover yent by Dr. Viclay Vojtéch 10 his futher Frantisek Vojtéch in Skiivany. via the post office
in Nowvy Bvdzov, from the New Zealand Alps, where he learned to masier dog sledding. The cover
was stamped on 4 October 1928 in Hermitage, Mount Cook area (Stammps used 3x 1 NZ. pence).
The cover was issued for the New Zealand Alps area of The Hermitage, Mount Cook, NZ.
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The first flight over the South Pole

While Dr. Vojtdch and his group were preparing to leave New Zealand [or Anlarctica, R. . Byrd and his
group took off from Little America on 28 November 1929 in a Ford 4 - AT Trimotor gircraft, named FLOYD
BENNETT, for the historic first flight over the South Pole. R. E. Byrd as navigator, Berat Balchen as chiefl
pilot, Harold June as co-pilot and radio operator, and Ashley McKinfey as flight photographer. Shortly after
midnight on 29 November 1929, FLOYD BENNETT Mlew over the South Pole. They landed back at Liulde
America Station on the morning of 29 November. The tlight lasted 18 hours and 41 minutes.
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Small expedition cover type 1, sent by Dr. Viclay Vojtéch ro Mr. FrantiSek UhliF in Lanzhot. The letter
way stamped on 16 November {929 in Dunedin, New Zealand. Used stamp 2% NZ p. Written at the time
of the return of part of the expedition from the Hermitage arca and preparation for the next wip to

Antarctica.

On the reverse of cover, in addition to Dr. Vojiléch's return address to New Zealand, is a special cachet
of the First Byrd Antarctic Expedition with the name of the flagship 8.8, Ciéty af New York-Dunedin,

|
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Unused postcard of a Ford 4-AT Trimotor alrcraft named FLOYD BENNETT
from Little America in Antarctica, signed by Dr. Vactav Vojtéeh. Made in Mriz studio,
Staroméstské nam 20, Prague 1.

Official smali expedition cover fype I 1t was sent by the expedition doctor F. D. Coman
and sent ta the Maryland, USA for Pr, E, C. Lee. Stamped on 19 February 1930 on board
the City Of New York, the first day of the expedilion’s depatture from Antarctica back to
the USA. US 2 C stamp used. fhis cover is one of two hundred that flew over the South
Pole and bears one of the cachets of the First Byrd Antarctic Expedition entitled “South

sithouette the

of

Unused postcard of « penguin
standing in Antarctica with the
Hagshep
S.S. City of New York in the Ice

Bervier in

Made in the Mraz

BYAD 2
16 EXPEO

Unused postcard of the second aircvaft,
a Fairchild FC-2W2. which Bvid used
Jor research flights i Amtarctica. It was

Stars and
Photographed at Little Amervica Base
in Antarctica. It is from the PE series of
the Wharton catalog, from Byrd's first

expedition.

named Stripes.

the background, '
stgned by Dr. Vdelav Vojtéch.
studio.
Staromestské nam. 20, Prague I

Pole Air Mail”, which was part of the letters that flew over the South Pole and were
specially stamped for the NOV28'29 crossing along with the signatures of R. E. Byrd
and B. Balchein,
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Finally with dogs in Antarctica

Uinused postcard with photograph of Antarctic station Little America by Dy, Vactav Vojtéch, On the left the chimney, in the
middle the roof and the exit from the building and vn the right the radio tower, Below is the signature of Dr. Viclav Vojtéch.

On 18 February 1930, the City of New York broke through the ice into Bay of Whales, Here she was eagerly
awaited by an expedition which, among other things, had already reached the South Pole by air. During
the voyage, Dr. Vajtéch also worked as a helmsman. The embarkation of the team was carried out in a hurry,
Dr. Vojtéeh took advantage of a single day and made a trip to the Little America station with a dog sled he had |
trained himself. The City of New Yorlk then immediately sailed back from Antarctica.

Letter sent by Dr. Véclay Vojtéch to Mr. Stepdn Floss in Prague. T'he letter was written on official expedition
radiogram message form on 18 February 1930 when Dr. Vojtéch visited the Antarctic base Little America,
It was also the last day of the expedition’s stay in Antarctica (lefi).

The personal size of expedition envelope, complete with the ship's name, was stamped on 17 Aprit 1930 aboard
the City Of New York. The envelope is stamped with "Konter™ cachets (made by an expedition member). Lhis
cachet is with the name of the expedition and the dates when Byrd flew over both poles. (Receipt stamp, on

the back - Prague 22.V.30).
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Retum to civilization

During the period between 20-28 February 1930, Dr. Vajtéch left the ship City of New York at 69730°S.
and | 79°E and was boarding the whaling ship Larsen. He is accompanied by his favourite polar dog York
i from his sled dog team. whom he later took to his hometown Skiivany.

Tlnused postcard by Dr. Vielav Vojtéch of Alaskan polar dogs, while relaxing during their journey to
Little America station as part of the station’s relocation from Antarctice. Signature of Dr. Viclay Vojtéch
on the left. Made in Mraz studio, Starvomeéstské nam 20, Prague 1.

Letter sent by Dr. Viiclav Veojtéch to Mr. Josef Vvama. The letter was written on official expedition’s
radiogran form on 15 March 1930, when he was already sailing on the ship Larsen (left),

Official personal size expedition cover with the name of the ship, canceled 19 February 1930 on board
City Of New York on the first day of the voyage from Antarctica. The lelter is with one ol the City 's cachets
of Byrd's First Antarctic Tixpedition. Arrival postmark Prague 29.4.1930,
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Across the USA to the Czechoslovakia, and a tragic death
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The official personal size expedition cover, was stamped 2 June 1930 on board City )
Of New York, after the expedition refurned to the USA. The cover 1s again stamped A
with one of the cachets of City of NEW York. It was sent to Mr. Timil Benes in

Hofice.

The official husiness size expedition cover, was postmarked on 3 May 1930 at
the New York Central Post Office. The letter was sent to Dr. Vajtéeh afier the return
of the expedition from Antarctica to the USA to the address where he was staying,
Correct rate of postage 2c.

cover)

Printed matter-funeral card. (top

It was sent to Dr.
(attorney) in the town of Krdlovky

Prague
10.VI1L.32 with a stamp of 20 hal.
(the correct rate for printed matter).

The arrival stamp on the back - Prague
200VL30 with Dr Vojtéch's address
{scan part ol fhe reverse side ol the

On the 24 April 1930, Larsen arrived in New York where the expedition mail was unloaded. In June 1930, the Byrd expedition successfully
landed the Magship City of New York in New York. Dr. Vojtéch meets £ £. Byrd again and was honored with the United States Congressional
Gold Medal. Dr. Yoijt&ch return (o his native country is triumphant, for he returned as a successful polar explorer, The next years of his life were
filted with lectures. He was busy with more work, this time an independent expedition to the North. Unforwunalely, all his plans were brought
to an end by his tragic death on the Eibe River in the spa town of Sadska on 6 August 1932,

Ed. Kosinko
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Dr. Viclav Vojtéch - the first Czech in Antarctica Vojtéch and his correspondence from the expedition
The purpose of the exhibit:
The purpose of this exhibit is to document from the beginning the postal correspondence of the first Czechoslovak
participant in the polar Antarctic expedition. Starting from his departure to Antarctica and his very important first
steps as a participant of the First Byrd Antarctic Expedition 1928-30. I wanted to show with this exhibit that despite
the adversity and the first rejection by R. E. Byrd, Vojtéch did not let himself be discouraged and finally took part

in this expedition. His desire was so great that he rose through a stoker, steward and sailor to the position of musher.
Unfortunately, this expedition did not allow him to explore the Antarctic region as he would have liked.

Historical background of the exfibit:
The mysterious "Terra australis incognita”, or "Unknown Southern Land", has attracted sailors and explorers since

ancient times. They had been tentatively approaching this continent for hundreds of years by exploring areas around
Antarctica, but it was not until the early 19th century that sailors were able to get close enough to actually discover

Dr. Viaclav Vojtéch, a participant in the First Byrd Antarctic Expedition 1928-1930, who
on 27th January 1929 was the first Czech to reach 78°30°S. and 163°53'W. in Antarctica.
The philatelic significance of Dr. Vojtéch is that he sent a number of letters to our
homeland during the expedition, which today among our polar classics. He sent letters
from aboard the flagship City of New York and from New Zealand. Most of the letters
bear the Byrd Expedition letterhead and were accompanied by the expedition's stamps
/cachets/. Dr. Vojtéch was very fond of using forms intended for the radiograms of Byrd's
polar expedition. The addition of various stamps and cachets to the envelopes has
expanded a lot since the time of these expeditions. They reach technical perfection and
make polar collecting much more interesting. However, the cachets from R.E. Byrd's
expeditions are unsurpassed in capturing the unique atmosphere and thus the appearance
of the letters in the eyes of philatelists is duly enhanced. In the wide circle of addressees
to whom Dr. Vojtéch diligently wrote, we find especially the names of our industrialists

it. Then expeditions began explorations. First around and off the coast of Antarctica, and then they went inland and politicians of the time (7.G. Masaryk, Bata), who by their financial support enabled
to better understand the weather and living conditions in Antarctica. It was exciting and often dangerous for scientists Dr. Vojtéch to participate in the expedition.

and explorers to make new geographical explorations. Gradually, they learnt more and more about the area, until

the conquest of the South Pole, which completed the greatest goal of polar expeditions in the early 20th century. Photo of Dr. Viclav Vojtéch in Antarctic Clothing  Used postcard made in 1930, mailed on 10" February
Our polar explorers were only pioneers in this respect, but their diligence and extraordinary interest in the area 1934, with the portrait of the commander of the Antarctic
brought them not only success but also the admiration of other expedition members. , expedition R. E. Byrd, sent to Dr. Brown, New York, USA.

On the postcard were used 2x 3c stamps from the souvenir
sheet issued for the Il Byrd Antarctic Expedition.

Significance of the exfibit:

This exhibit summarizes the course of activities of the first Czechoslovak polar explorer in Antarctica. Related

to this there is its postal documentation, which have been preserved in only a few pieces and is now
almost unavailable.

fxtmordi’nary exhibit items:

The material from Dr. Véclav Vojtéch, who was a participant in the First Byrd Antarctic Expedition, contains a large
part of the items that represent most of the gems in Czechoslovak polar postal history.

Personal research and used literature:

The focus of my own research is primarily on determining and confirming the date of mail sent in the Antarctic
region from the individual dispatch sections listed on the correspondence, as well as whether the postal rate
is appropriate for the period and area. The information is mainly derived from foreign literature, journals with polar
themes published by polar clubs in England, USA, Czech Republic, etc. Another equally important aspect
is the cooperation with domestic polar collectors. Among the books I have used I would mention for example:
Topicem, ndmornikem a psovodem za jiznim poldrnim kruhem - Dr. Vaclav Vojtéch

Bila pevnina (Hledant posledniho svétadilu) - Stanislav Bartl

Map of Antarctica and some stations located on it

D N Z ®Plan of the Exfibit:
i = A Description of the exhibit p1
X, / ;;”ﬁ& oy “fgbm o s Vojtéch and his correspondence from the expedition p. 2
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Page 1 Page 2



Departure and first return from Antarctica

Dr. Viclay Vojtéch started his overseas trip in New Zealand in 1928 with a dramatic meeting with R.E. Byrd, whom he came to with a request to be accepted as a member of the expedition (5000 Americans were interested). On 6™ December 1928 Dr.Vojtéch
leaves the port of Dunedin in New Zealand as a stoker on the Eleanor Bolling, originally named Chelsea, but renamed by Byrd. On 10" December 1928, Eleanor Bolling crosses the Antarctic Circle and Dr. Vojtéch sees Scott Island at 78°S. L. Here, the
ship's voyage ends with the transshipment of material to the flagship City of New York (this ship was recommended to Byrd by R. Amundsen himself, when it was a named Samson). After the transhipment was completed, Dr. Vojtéch returned to New
Zealand and the flagship City of New York sails on to Bay of Whales. On 20" December 1928, Eleanor Bolling lands at Port Chalmers, New Zealand. Dr. Vojtéch sends his first letters. In his book "Stoker, Sailor and Musher in the Southern Antarctic Circle"
he states that he sent his last letters by post on 13 January 1929 and on 14" January 1929 Eleanor Bolling leaves Dunedin for her second voyage, again with Dr. Vojtéch on board.

A cover sent from the ship Eleanor
Bolling and was stamped on 31" October
1928, during a trip through the Panama
Canal. Postage 2 x 1c stamps of CZP.
Was  written by a  participant
in the expedition to the address of J. V.
Crandall in Cristobal. It bears the Bolling
ship cachet of the First Byrd Antarctic
Expedition. In the upper left corner there
is the signature of the commander of
the expedition, R. E. Byrd.

Dr. Viclav Vojtéch started his journey
to Antarctica on this ship.

Registered mail was written by Dr. V. Vojtéch's sister Aja Dufkovd on 1" January 1929
from Némecky Brod (today's Havlickiv Brod) to Wellington (main post office) N. Z.,
postage 2 x 20 hal., it was the rate from C.R. to N.Z. Sent via USA. Receipt octagonal
postmark 5.7. Wellington-Registered. The red stamp at the bottom UNCLAIMED - not

IP,

1
____ﬂ NTARCTIC EXPEDITIOM .j

S —— collected and the stamp in the middle at the top RETOUR A L'ENVOYEUR - returned
OF NEW YORK, o ot
§ #+ NEW ZEALAND. 7. to sender documents that Dr. Vidclav Vojtéch unfortunately did not receive. The letter
r i e was returned to the sender in the Czech Republic.
3
- rf' ﬂ“« Scan of reverse side of registered
. mail from Dr. Vaclav Vojtech's
P ’ sister, see her return address

with  outgoing purple oval
postmark 22.7.1929 Registered
Wellington  and  transport
registered  oval  postmark
2.11.1929. NEW YORK.

: -~
' -

: by oy Dr. Viclav Vojtéch sent an official large expedition cover to his father FrantiSek Vojtéch
| _ : c CZE(“HOSL,OVA/(/A Dr. Vidclay Voj ficial large exp iy
l i ' ; f | in Skffivany, via the post office in Novy Bydzov. The letter was stamped on 14" January 1929

- ' o, . L B [ [/ \ O _[ IL d‘i - in Dunedin. (Stamps % and 2 NZ pence used). This was on the day of the Eleanor Bolling's
'\_ B o “ . :l ! : : ) e et | second departure for Antarctica. A cover containing Bolling s cachet of the First Byrd Antarctic
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Initial Antarctic Arrival and return to Winteri NZ

On 27 January 1929 Eleanor Bolling entered Bay of Whales at 73° S.L. and 163° 53' E.L. The same day Dr. Vojtéch ascended the Ross Ice Barrier.
It was his first steps in Antarctica. On 22 February 1929 he was transferred to the crew of the ship City of New York, on which he holds the position
of steward and returns with this ship to New Zealand. City of New York docked at Port Chalmers on 16 March 1929.

o e E— e w Unused postcard (on left) of the flagship S.S. City

of New York in the Antarctic Ice Barrier, signed
by Dr. Viclav Vojtéch. Made in Mrdz studio,
Staromeéstské nam 20, Prague I.

Scan of part of the reverse side of a large registered
shipping envelope sent by Dr. Viclav Vojtéch, see
return address and with an arrival (transport)
postmark of 18 June 1929 (middle).

Registered expedition envelope on expedition stationery sent by Dr. Viclav Vojtéch to Mr. Zdenék Dufek in Némecky
Brod. It was postmarked on 20 May 1929 in Port Chalmers (5+"% NZ. pence stamps used, corresponding to the
registered, surface rate) and was completed with another of the cachets from the First Byrd Antarctic Expedition (these
were used on the letters that flew over the South Pole). Transported to the Czech Republic via San Francisco on the
S.S. Tahiti, part of the New Zealand Shipping Co.

o

LE ALk

Dr. Vojtech’s mother posts from Novy Bydzov 17 September 1929
a registered/EXPRESS mail envelope (rated at 10,- CZK] for her
son on the expedition, awaiting return to Antarctica in Dunedin,
N.Z. Sent via USA.

Scan of the rear of mother’s inward registered mail showing
additional postage used as an envelope flap sealer.
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On his second return to New Zealand, Dr. Vojtéch went to the New Zealand
Alps to learn how to master dog sledding. On 21 October 1929, the flagship
City of New York prepared for her next voyage to Antarctica and it was not
until 5 January 1930 that conditions in the South were such that the City of
New York could sail. Eleanor Bolling returned shortly after departure,
, because the ice pack was insurmountable.

On the unused postcard is Dr. Viclav Vojtéch - standing
on a sledge while training Alaskan polar dogs in the New
Zealand Alps (August-September 1929) for the needs of the
First Byrd Antarctic Expedition. Postcard published by

Hugh & G.K. Neill Limited, Dunedin, New Zealand.

i
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Cover was written by F. Radda from New York, USA on 4 November 1929 (2C US stamp was
used), sent via San Francisco to Dr. Viclav Vojtéch in Dunedin, N.Z. It was routed to the New
Zealand Alps to the post office - Hermitage, in the Mount Cook area. Here Vojtéch was learning
to master a dog sled.

Cover sent by Dr. Vdclav Vojtéch to his father FrantiSek Vojtéch in Skiivany, via the post office
in Novy Bydzov, from the New Zealand Alps, where he learned to master dog sledding. The cover
was stamped on 4 October 1928 in Hermitage, Mount Cook area (Stamps used 3x 1 NZ. pence).
The cover was issued for the New Zealand Alps area of The Hermitage, Mount Cook, NZ.

Registered large expedition cover sent by Dr. Viclav Vajtéch to Mr. J. Risler OFovsky,
Mayor of the Scout Association in Prague. It was stamped on 18 November 1929
in Dunedin (Stamps used %2 + 5 NZ. pence) and was completed with another of the cachets
from the First Byrd Antarctic Expedition (these were used on the mails that flew over the
South Pole). The letter was written at the time of Dr. Vojtéch's second return from
Antarctica, while still in New Zealand, before his next planned departure to Antarctica.

Byrd Antarctic Expedition Dogs at Mt. Cook, N.Z.
Mt. Cook Motor Coy. Series Q2.
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The first flight over the South Pole

While Dr. Vojtéch and his group were preparing to leave New Zealand for Antarctica, R. E. Byrd and his
group took off from Little America on 28 November 1929 in a Ford 4 - AT Trimotor aircraft, named FLOYD
BENNETT, for the historic first flight over the South Pole. R. E. Byrd as navigator, Bernt Balchen as chief
pilot, Harold June as co-pilot and radio operator, and Ashley McKinley as flight photographer. Shortly after
midnight on 29 November 1929, FLOYD BENNETT flew over the South Pole. They landed back at Little
America Station on the morning of 29 November. The flight lasted 18 hours and 41 minutes.

BYRD ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION

CZECHoOS LOVAKTA y
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Small expedition cover type I, sent by Dr. Vdclav Vojtéch to Mr. FrantiSek Uhlif in Lanzhot. The letter
was stamped on 16 November 1929 in Dunedin, New Zealand. Used stamp 2% NZ p. Written at the time
of the return of part of the expedition from the Hermitage area and preparation for the next trip to
Antarctica.

On the reverse of cover, in addition to Dr. Vojtéch's return address to New Zealand, is a special cachet
of the First Byrd Antarctic Expedition with the name of the flagship S.S. City of New York-Dunedin.

named

expedition.
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Unused postcard of a Ford 4-AT Trimotor aircraft named FLOYD BENNETT
from Little America in Antarctica, signed by Dr. Vdclav Vojtéch. Made in Mraz studio,
Staroméstské nam 20, Prague I.

Official small expedition cover type II1. It was sent by the expedition doctor F. D. Coman
and sent to the Maryland, USA,for Dr. E. C. Lee. Stamped on 19 February 1930 on board
the City Of New York, the first day of the expedition's departure from Antarctica back to
the USA. US 2 C stamp used. This cover is one of two hundred that flew over the South

Pole and bears one of the cachets of the First Byrd Antarctic Expedition entitled "South

Unused postcard of a penguin
standing in Antarctica with the
silhouette of the flagship
S.S. City of New York in the Ice
Barrier in the background,
signed by Dr. Viclav Vojtéch.
Made in the Mrdz studio,
Staroméstské nam. 20, Prague 1.

Unused postcard of the second aircrafft,
: a Fairchild FC-2W?2, which Byrd used
=g Jor research flights in Antarctica. It was
Stars and
Photographed at Little America Base
in Antarctica. It is from the PE series of
the Wharton catalog, from Byrd's first

Stripes.

Pole Air Mail", which was part of the letters that flew over the South Pole and were
specially stamped for the NOV28'29 crossing along with the signatures of R. E. Byrd
and B. Balchen.
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Finally with dogs in Antarctica
On 18 February 1930, the City of New York broke through the ice into Bay of Whales. Here she was eagerly
awaited by an expedition which, among other things, had already reached the South Pole by air. During
the voyage, Dr. Vojtéch also worked as a helmsman. The embarkation of the team was carried out in a hurry.
Dr. Vojtéch took advantage of a single day and made a trip to the Little America station with a dog sled he had
trained himself. The City of New York then immediately sailed back from Antarctica.

Unused postcard with photograph of Antarctic station Little America by Dr. Vidclav Vojtéch. On the left the chimney, in the
middle the roof and the exit from the building and on the right the radio tower. Below is the signature of Dr. Viclav Vojtéch.

Letter sent by Dr. Vdclav Vojtéch to Mr. Stepdn Floss in Prague. The letter was written on official expedition
radiogram message form on 18 February 1930 when Dr. Vojtéch visited the Antarctic base Little America.
It was also the last day of the expedition's stay in Antarctica (left).

The personal size of expedition envelope, complete with the ship's name, was stamped on 17 April 1930 aboard
the City Of New York. The envelope is stamped with “"Konter” cachets (made by an expedition member). This
cachet is with the name of the expedition and the dates when Byrd flew over both poles. (Receipt stamp, on
the back - Prague 22.V.30).
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Return to civilization

During the period between 20-28 February 1930, Dr. Vojtéch left the ship City of New York at 69°30°S.
and 179°E and was boarding the whaling ship Larsen. He is accompanied by his favourite polar dog York
from his sled dog team, whom he later took to his hometown Skiivany.

Unused postcard by Dr. Viclav Vojtéch of Alaskan polar dogs, while relaxing during their journey to
Little America station as part of the station's relocation from Antarctica. Signature of Dr. Viclayv Vojtéch
on the left. Made in Mrdz studio, Staroméstské nam 20, Prague 1.

Letter sent by Dr. Viclav Vojtéch to Mr. Josef Vrana. The letter was written on official expedition’s
radiogram form on 15 March 1930, when he was already sailing on the ship Larsen (left).

Official personal size expedition cover with the name of the ship, canceled 19 February 1930 on board
City Of New York on the first day of the voyage from Antarctica. The letter is with one of the City s cachets
of Byrd's First Antarctic Expedition. Arrival postmark Prague 29.4.1930.

AUX. BARK “CITY OF NEW YORK"
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Across the USA to the Czechoslovakia, and a tragic death

2 On the 24 April 1930, Larsen arrived in New York where the expedition mail was unloaded. In June 1930, the Byrd expedition successfully
L | _t- landed the flagship City of New York in New York. Dr. Vojtéch meets R. E. Byrd again and was honored with the United States Congressional
BYRD ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION . Gold Medal. Dr. Vojtéch return to his native country is triumphant, for he returned as a successful polar explorer. The next years of his life were
- i/ ' L'\‘ N filled with lectures. He was busy with more work, this time an independent expedition to the North. Unfortunately, all his plans were brought
5 = to an end by his tragic death on the Elbe River in the spa town of Sadska on 6 August 1932.
A "
1930 N
. = A Printed matter-funeral card. (top
SO e _,,)-H' 4 ! .-?'4'/ 7 &
‘ 3 . right). . p I p.%
A ) — 3 It was sent to Dr. Ed. Kosinka {2 10 Vi o\
APaan D AR ~ (attorney) in the town of Kralovky g) EJJ | s el
s P \\ y B R » %] i !2 ¥
~38y A -~ Meéstec. | \,\ o
N . c Jf/ g - Cancelled: Prague 25 dated
M &Uu ~J 3 10.VIIL.32 with a stamp of 20 hal.
U ¢ ads , . Lr oviwka
,V Jm a A ' (the correct rate for printed matter). %}3 ) A '
L @ ) ; - f e § f
ﬂ-\rua_ v M/o:fwm : Oud/z/(ﬂf%@f
C2ECHOSLOVAKTA £ (JROFE
The arrival stamp on the back - Prague
20.VL30 with Dr. Vojtéch's address ,/
it of th ‘side of th % 3
The official personal size expedition cover, was stamped 2 June 1930 on board City i iicj:r)pa oF He feveme sige of e e (/M,eblﬁc,
Of New York, after the expedition returned to the USA. The cover is again stamped I
with one of the cachets of City of NEW York. It was sent to Mr. Emil Bene$ in
Hofice.
|
The official business size expedition cover, was postmarked on 3 May 1930 at ‘
the New York Central Post Office. The letter was sent to Dr. Vaojtéch after the return i
of the expedition from Antarctica to the USA to the address where he was staying. |
Correct rate of postage 2c. ==
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Scan of Dr. Viclav Vojtéch funeral card.
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