Hindenburg LZ-129 NORTH AMERICA 1936 (FLIGHTS 14 & 15)

TS .

Flight No | Frankfurt (departure) Lakehurst (arrival) Distance
14 04:33 17 May 1936 11:03 20 May 1936 7238 km
Postmarks | On board cancel 17 May1936, Hagaman receiving cancel 21 May 1936 (reverse)
Mail posted on 2" Hindenburg flight to North America.
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Flight No | Lakehurst (departure) Frankfurt (rrival) Distance |
15

03:05 21 May 1936 03:13 23 May 1936 6560 km |
Postmarks | On board cancel 21 May 1936, Paris 23 May and Manha 26 May 1936

Cover posied on return of 2" Hindenburg flight from North America. Cover carried to South
America by Air France flight via Paris.




Hindenburg LZ-129 SOUTH AMERICA 1936 (FLIGHTS 16 & 17))

AD das

Syndicate Condor Itda,
Caixa Postal 190,

Hio de Janeiro,

Brasilien,
Flight No | Frankfurt (departure) Rio de Janeiro (arrival) | Distance
16 19:40 25 May 1936 08:53 29 May 1936 | 10500 km
Postmarks | On board cancel 21 May1936, Rio de Janeiro 29 May 1936 (reverse)

Cover posted on outward leg 2™ Hindenburg flight to South America. 29 passengers carried. |
Card and cover(below) correctly franked at 1.4 and 1.5 RM..
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| Flight No ' Rio de Janeiro (departure) Frankfurt (arrival) | Distance
17 09:43 30 May 1936 07:00 3 June 1936 10.301 km
Postmarks On board cancel 31 May1936,
Cover posted on return leg of 2™ Hindenburg flight from South America, correctly franked at 1.5 RM, \
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Hindenburg LZ-129

GERMANY 1936

(FLIGHTS 18 & 19)

rFIight No Frankfurt (departure) Lowental (arrival) Distance i
18 08:29 5 June 1936 15:40 5 June 1936 661 km
Postmarks | On board cancel 5 June 1936.

Card posted on flight from Frankfurt to Lowental, which became the base for the next |
transatlantic flight. Correctly franked 50Pf for domestic flight.

Difigielle Rarvte ber Delag, Frantfurt a. N,
Werl @Buftow Eob, Stutrgare. Wile Wedrie vochebalien

Lorch/Witbe,

8
E Flight No Lowental (departure) Lowental (arrival) | Distance
19 07:54 16 June 1936 17:02 16 June 1936 | 976 km
Postmarks | On board cancel 16 June 1936

Card posted on round trip from Lowental. This was a chartered flight by the
weapons manufacturer Krupp. Correctly franked 50Pf for domestic flight,




Hindenburg LZ-129 NORTH AMERICA 1936 (FLIGHTS 22 & 24)

Mit Iunftschiff"H I NDENBUR G"
nach Nord--Amerika!

¥r.Dr. : ;
Georg Camnitzer £

Eurgenn—]}é_ntiﬂt
199 EAST 76th STREET
NEW YORE

; AMERTICA.
| Flight No | Frankfurt (departure) Lakehurst (arrival) Distance
22 20:52 19 June 1936 10:22 22 June 1936 6837 km
Postmarks | On board cancel 20 June 1936.

Cover posted on 3™ Hinder;burg flight to North America. Franked at 10g rate.
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Flight No | Frankfurt (departure) | Lakehurst {an-_ival} Distance |
24 | 04:29 30 June 1936 | 09:18 2July 1936 | 6877 km

Postmarks | On board cancel 1 July 1936.
Cover posted on return of 4" Hindenburg flight to North America.




Hindenburg LZ-129 SOUTH AMERICA 1936 (FLIGHTS 30 & 31)

Mit Luftschiff
HINDENBURGLS:

5 Sivmeiabi '.

An das
syndicato Condor Lid
MIT ZEPPELIN Caixa Postal 190
EURDPA-SUDAMERIKA 010 I:I_l_:,.. g_,l"'lﬂi_,.ll"l:l-
! : Brasilien

Flight No | Frankfurt (departure) Rio de Janeiro (arrival) Distance
30 | 20:07 20 July 1936 09:45 24 July 1936 10,324 km
Postmarks | On board cancel 21 July1936, Rio de Janeiro receiving cancel 24 July 1936.

Card posted on outward leg of 3™ Hindenburg to South America.

HAusfunit und Fluafdeine Eber Cuftveriche
— Gms unk Andland —
Bet allenn SHeifebhros und Flugleilungen
ter Dentjiden Cofibanfa &6,
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FPrinted In Germany ‘Whg, 240, 38 120000  lepeimé on Mlamegse

Jwekmaliy wihdientitder Culipofibienft ) . - _ / ¥
: Guroba — Shbamerita e~ asedorts. @f . o fud
Augtunft Sei gilen Poftanftalten und Dienfifteden ; Fijy
ber Deutihen Luftbanfa WG l f
Flight No Rio de Janeiro (departure) Frankfurt (arrival) Distance |
31 09:44 25 July 1936 10:19 29 July 1936 10,246 km

Postmarks On board cancel 27 May1936, |
Cover posted on 3" Hindenburg return flight from South America, correctly franked at 1.4 RM. |l
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Hindenburg LZ-129 NORTH & SOUTH AMERICA 1936  (FLIGHTS 36 & 37)

3.5 ;.
""‘h.-:’
FIRST OF D -
SERIES OF ﬁ‘-f-' ‘
RED FLIGHT P
CACHETS FOR &,
NORTH A
AMERICA 4 )

FLIGHTS A

i .d;iﬁ $Hinbenburg

Flight No | Lakehurst (departure) Frankfurt (arrival) Distance
36 06:32 20 Aug. 1936 02:21 22 Aug. 1936 6545 km
 Postmarks | On board cancel 21 Aug. 1936, Frankfurt (Main) CDS 22 Aug. 1936. |

[ Card posted on 7" Hindenburg return flight from North America. .Card seni by |
| George Craven, personal message on reverse. Correctly franked at 65Pf

Per Luftschiff
HINDENBURG

Flight No Frankfurt (departure) | Rio de Janeiro (arrival) | Distance |
37 04:54 27 Aug. 1936 | 20:53 30 Aug. 1936 10636 km |
Postmarks On board cancel 27 Sept. 1936, Rio de Janeiro 30 Aug. 1936.

Cover posted on 4™ Hindenburg flight to South America. 45 passengers carried,
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Hindenburg LZ-129 SOUTH & NORTH AMERICA 1936  (FLIGHTS 38 & 43)
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.. Mit Luftschiff :
Herrn F.Lsitenberger i
Landskronstr,22 II

LGoelits ABohla L

Flight No | Rio de Janeiro (deparfure) Friedrichshafen (arrival) ' Distance |
38 02:50 4 Sept. 1936 1936 16:43 8 Sept. 1936 6799 km |
Postmarks | On board cancel 5 Sept. 1936. P i)
Card posted on return of 4" Hindenburg flight from South America. 42 passengers carried |

| Flight No Frankfurt (departure) Lakehurst (arrival) Distance
43 19:42 26 Sept. 1936 06:56 29 Sept. 1936 6899 km

| Postmarks On board cancel 29 Sept. 1936.

]_Eard posted on 9" Hindenburg return flight to North America, correctly franked at 65Pf.




Hindenburg LZ-129 NORTH & SOUTH AMERICA 1936 (FLIGHTS 45 & 50)
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| Flight No Frankfurt (departure) Lakehurst (arrival) Distance
(45 18:35 5 Oct. 1936 21:10 7 Oct. 1936 6799 km .
Postmarks On board cancel 5 Oct. 1936, Frankfurt 7 Oct. 1936. ;
Card pﬂﬂed on return of 10" Hindenburg flight from North Am:,rma Correctly franked at 75Pf. (2Pf reverse)
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Flight No Recife (departure) | Frankfurt (arrival) | Distance 5
50 07:04 30 Oct. 1936 23:24 2 Nov. 1936 8322 km
Postmarks | On board cancel 1 Nov. 1936.
Card posted on 5™ Hindenburg return flight from South America, correctly franked at 1.5 RM. 54 passengers.
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Hindenburg LZ-129 SOUTH AMERICA 1936 (FLIGHTS 51 & 53)

_{ii-_.:.;: -,, - FE

VL

e

\
-.'?gfﬁ&hﬂ:«ﬁ Locoddoy dhtta
Cosrea Coogat A90
#1

AUn Bord e (e Mﬂ-ﬁ'

Luftidiff Hinbenburg 1 ;

Flight No | Frankfurt (departure) | Rio de Janeiro (arrival) | Distance

51 | 17:25 35 Nov. 1936 17:15 9 Nov. 1936 10,473 km
Postmarks | On board cancel 7 Nov. 1936, Rio de Janeiro CDS 9 Nov. 1936.
Card posted on outward leg of 6™ Hindenburg flight to South America. 37
passengers carried on this flight. .Correctly franked at 1.4 RM for card.
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An Bord
Luftidiff Hinbenburg

Flight No Frankfurt (departure) | Rio de Janeiro (arrival) | Distance !
53 07:29 25 Nov. 1936 06:38 28 Nov. 1936 11,188 km |
Postmarks On board cancel 25 Nov.1936, Rio de Janeiro CDS 28 Nov. 1936

Cover posted on 7" Hindenburg flight 1o South America, 54 passengers carried on
this flight. Correctly franked at 1.5 RM for cover.
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Hindenburg LZ-129 END OF AN ERA 1937 (FLIGHTS 59 & 60)

The Hindenburg airship made one final trip to South America in 1937 just prior to the first 1937 flight to
Lakehurst, New Jersey, where the airship caught fire as it attempted to land, resulting in 37 fatalities. The
airship had 36 passengers and 61 crew of which 13 passengers and 22 crew perished, along with one on ground.
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Luftfdiff Hindenburg
Flight No Frankfurt (departure) Rio de Janeiro (arrival) Distance
59 19:28 16 Mar. 1937 12:17 20 Mar. 1937 10,125 km
Postmarks On board cancel 16 Mar. 1937
Card posted on outward leg of the only 1937 Hindenburg flight to South America. 32 passengers .
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. Flight No Rio de Janeiro (departure) Frankfurt (arrival) Distance
| 60 08:18 23 Mar. 1937 02:32 26 Mar. 1937 10.455 km
' Postmarks On board cancel 25 Mar. 1937

| Cover posted on return leg of final Hindenburg flight to South America. 48 passengers carried. | 1 5




Hindenburg LZ-129 END OF AN ERA 1937 FLIGHT 63

A flight around Germany was planned for 1 May 1937 but this was abandoned because of adverse weather
conditions. It was agreed carry any mail which had already been posted for this abandoned flight on the
following flight bound for North America. This was to be dropped at Koln. The drop also included any
domestic on board mail already posted on this flight. All mail, both posted prior to flight and posted on board,
had the red flight cachet prepared for the abandoned flight plus a new red hand stamp detailing the cancellation
due to weather conditions.

Luftschiff Zeppelin D - L, Z. 129
Linge 248 m. Durchm, 41.2 m. Gréfte

Hihe 43 m. Gasinhalt 190000 chm, il t
Aktionsradius 20000 km.
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q‘:'::_l'h““ﬂ‘ihufal;tf. V. G Konigstr. 15

Flight No Frankfurt (departure) Lakehurst (arrival) Distance
| 63 19:16 3 May 1937 00:24 7 May 1937 7150 km
Postmarks On board cancel 1 May 1937, Koln receiving cancel 3 May 1937.

Cards posted and dropped at Koln during the final Hindenburg flight. 36 passengers carried/
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Mail Posted Onboard the Hindenburg Airship

The Hindenburg (LZ-129) was the largest airship built by the zeppelin company (Luftschiffbau Zeppelin
GmbH) and operated by the Zeppelin airline (Deutsche Zeppelin-Reederei). It made its first flight on 4
March 1936 but flew for only 14 months before being destroyed by fire while landing at Lakehurst, USA on
6 May 1937. The airship made only 62 flights, including test flights, 10 trips to the US and 7 trips to South
America. This airship carried up to 50 passengers and on board mail was that mail which was actually posted
on board by passengers or crew.

Each flight had a post officer, who had the responsibility for managing the on board airship post office. The
on board post office sold stamps and accepted mail. Passengers could either hand their mail directly to one of
the stewards or drop in a post box in the main cabin of the airship. Mail was then either dropped at the
appropriate scheduled point or retained until the airship landed at its destination. The “writin g room” also had
two type writers for passenger use.

Scope of Exhibit
The scope of this exhibit is mail posted on board the Hindenburg airship (March 1936 to May 1937). The
first flight to operate an on board post office was Flight 6 to Lowental.

Importance of Exhibit

The Hindenburg airship had only 25 double berth bedrooms which could accommodate at most 50
passengers. This exhibit is composed of mail posted by these passengers or by crew members, which was a
small portion of the overall mail carried by this airship. The airships rarely had full passenger capacity and
on board mail is consequently among the more difficult usages to find.

* Exhibit Plan

The airship was designed for long distance flights to North and South America. Exhibit contains flights from at
least one leg of all North America and South America flights, arranged chronologically up to the final flight.
The remaining flights were test flights, propaganda flights or commercial contract flights within Germany. |

Significant items
in red box/red

Postcard of Hindenburg airship over Lake Constanz, published by Bildverlag J. Gass, Kunst
and Ansichtskarten, Neuershausen. Card was produced in 1936 based on a real photograph




Hindenburg LZ-129 FIRST NORTH AMERICA FLIGHT  (FLIGHTS 12 & 13)

Mail posted prior to flight — Non On Board Markings
A flight was defined as the distance between two landings, so every North America flight had two legs as it
landed while in the US. The covers below are the outward and return legs of the First North America
flight(May 196).These are included to demonstrate the typical postmarks and cachets for non on board mail.
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viﬂ rlif'l."?q:-... L TTIR"T
f roam:
“d” in red cachet

indicates mail
was loaded on

airship at
Frankfurt.
Hangemond Ordnance Depot
Portsmouth, Virginia,
U 'S iA-
Outward Leg
Flight No | Frankfurt (departure) Lakehurst (arrival) Distance
| 12 20:30 6 May 1936 06:10 9 May 1936 7050 km
| Postmarks | 5 May 1936 Triesenberg Liechtenstein , Arrival CDS 9 May 1936 New York.

Mail carried on first Hindenburg flight to North America but posted prior to flight.

tAKEHUES

Return Leg :
Flight No | Lakehurst (Departure) Frankfurt (Arrival) Distance
13 03:28 12 May 1936 04:41 14 May 1936 6670 km |
Postmarks | On board cancel 12 May1936, Frankfurt receiving cancel 14 May 1936 (reverse)

Mail posted in US for return leg of first Hindenburg flicht to North America.




Hindenburg LZ-129 GERMANY 1936 TEST FLIGHTS 6 & 8

Thee Hindenburg measured 245m in length, had a maximum diameter of 41.2 m and had a hydrogen gas
capacity of 200,000 cubic metres. When built, it was the largest airship ever built.

FIRST
HINDENBURG
ON BOARD
HANDSTAMP
s e i, i “h b e He I"In
273 Intpdon Gottlieb Schmitz |
Meosstr., 26 ,
Luzern, Schweis,
Difigielle Rarte der Delag, Franffurt a. .
Berl.Gufray Eub, Stuttgart. Alle Redyte vorbebalten
TEST FLIGHT
Flight No Friedrichshafen (departure) | Lowental (Arrival) | Distance
H 6 09:48 23 Mar. 1936 15:45 23 Mar. 1936 | 600 km
Postmarks On board cancel 23 Mar. 1936 |
Card posted on 6" test flight of the Hindenburg and on the first flight to carry post and allow on board paost. |
Card correctly franked at 50pf. Flight was over Lake Constance and card is addressed to Switzerland, |

Frankatur ::mgl‘llﬂg entwerten |

Firma

K. W. Friedr. Schafer

FRANKFURT (MAIN)

it L 11 tsnhi rr fi 9 129 Kaiserstrasse 2
Flight No Lowental (departure) Lowental (arrival) | Distance |
HS 15:21 26 Mar. 1936 17:25 29 Mar. 1936 | 9880 km |

Postmarks On board cancel 29 Mar. 1936

Card posted on "Deutschlandfahri” , a propaganda flight across Germany demanded by the
Nazi party. The airship was accompanied by the Graf Zeppelin LZ-127 on this flight.




Hindenburg LZ-129 SOUTH AMERICA & GERMANY 1936 (9 & 11)

SOUTH
AMERICA
ON BOARD
? , HANDSTAMP
-J 7S
.-’! e Y .'.iql l& z
= {Syndicateo Condor Ltda,
% ot IS Caixa Postal 190
A\ o~ ) o,de Janeiro
WO ) ras en
ﬂfﬁ;ic.ﬁé"ﬁéuﬁ.e:';u.ﬁ Delag, Frantfurt a. N,
Tierl.Bujrao Eub, Stuttgart, Alle Nedste vorbebalten
Flight No Lowental (departure) Rio de Janeiro (arrival) Distance
9 05:32 31 Mar. 1936 09:12 4 Apr. 1936 10010 km
Postmarks | On board cancel 1 Mar. 1936.. Rio de Janeiro receiving cancel 4 Apr. 1936.

Card posted on 1*' 1936 South America flight of the Hindenburg, correctly franked ar 1.4
RM. This was also the first commercial passenger flight. 37 passengers carried.

NEW
DOMESTIC
ON BOARD
HANDSTAMP

Flight No | Lowental Frankfurt Distance
11 15:20 4 May 1936 23:00 4 May 1936 848 km

Postmark | On board cancel 4 May1936

Cover posted on flight to Frankfurt which was the airport used for next flights ro
South America and io North America.




Hindenburg LZ-129 NORTH AMERICA 1936 (FLIGHTS 12 & 13)
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Flight No | Frankfurt (departure) Lakehurst (arrival) __' | Distance |
12 20:30 6 May 1936 06:10 9 May 1936 __ | 7050 km |
Postmarks | On board cancel 8 May1936, New York receiving cancel 9 May 1936 (reverse) |

| Mail posted on first Hindenburg flight to North America. New North America handstamp.

LAy AR S Sy
L.Z2.129

Herrn G.Biuhlmaiﬁr,
Presidial Sekretar,s.

. ' - Oberfischbach,
Post Bad =
l MIT LLIFTPDST iTelz 2

I-_I-'E'Iight No | Lakehurst (departure) Frankfurt (arrival) | Distance
13 03:28 12 May 1936 04:41 14 May 1936 6670 km
Postmarks | On board cancel 12 May 1936, Frankfurt receiving cancel 14 May 1936 (reverse)

| Mail posted on return leg of first Hindenburg flight to North America.
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