
A walk up 
Adderley Street

Å Adderley Street is considered the main street of the
central business district of Cape Town.

Å The street was originally named Heerengracht , after
the canal ("gracht" ) which ran down its centre, and which
had its origins in the rivers from Table Mountain . At the
time the street was more of a wide walkway beside the
canal, which was crossed by various stone bridges.

Å For many years the street was residential , lined with
large oak trees, but by 1850 it had become strongly
commercial in character .

Å Mayor Hercules Jarvis named it Adderley Street in
1850, to honour British Parliamentarian Charles Bowyer
Adderley (elevated to the peerage as Baron Norton in 1878)
who fought successfully against the plan for the British
government to make Cape Town into another penal Colony.

Charles Bower Adderley .
British parliamentarian and 

Baron of Norton.



Historic Waterfront
ÅThe waterfront  is a central  part  of the very  beginning  of the settlement  of the city  of Cape Town. In  1654, 

two years after  his  arrival  in  this  relatively  safe bay at  the foot of Table Mountain,  Jan van Riebeeck built  
a small  jetty  as part  of his  task  to establish  a refreshment  station  at  the Cape. The sea and the harbour  lie  
at  the heart  of Cape Townõs history . 

Original Cape Town 

Waterfront. 
Picture postcard showing the 

Cape Town waterfront with Signal 

hill and Lionõs Head in the 

background. 

Unused. Published by The 

Valentine & Sons Publishing Co. 

Ltd.

Photographer unknown. 



Harbour Jetty

ÅDespite  a number  of shipwrecks  prior  to 1810, especially  during  the winter  
when strong  north -west and westerly  winds  and swells  drove ships ashore, 
the only  facilities  for  cargo and passengers were three  wooden jetties . 

Harbour Jetty. 
Dated 29 November 1911 but not postaly  used.

Published as part of the Spes Bona Series.

Photographer unknown.  

The Harbour Jetty at the foot of 

Adderley Street .
Used picture postcard. Circa 1905.

Published as part of the Spes Bona Series.

Photographer unknown.

Cancelled Grahamstown 17 October 1910. Cape of 

Good Hope ½d. King George V postage stamp.



Roggebaai
ÅTo the immediate  right  of the harbor  jetty  

was a small  bay known  as Roggebaai 
where fisherfolk  offloaded their  catch. The 
word  òroggeó means flat  fish,  such as a sole 
or skate .

Picture postcard taken from the òFish Jettyó looking in an 

easterly direction. Just beyond the sailing boats on the right 

is the harbour jetty.

Used. Transvaal King Edward VII ½d postage stamp Elim. 

Cancelled 25 February 1905. Publisher unknown.

Fish Jetty

A view from the 

Fish Jetty looking in 

a southeasterly 

direction. Note the 

steam from the 

steam engine in the 

background.

Unused. Published 

by G.B. &Co., Cape 

Town. 

Photographer 

unknown

Cleaning Fish

Used picture postcard 

of women cleaning 

and drying Snoek  on 

Rogge Baai beach.

Published by 

Lennonõs Series, 

photograph by T.D. 

Ravenscroft.

Post marked 23 

December 1901. 

Transvaal King 

Edward VII ½d. 

postage stamp



Harbour Pier & Promenade
Å In 1910, the Harbour Jetty was replaced by the Harbour Pier and 

Promenade. The pier was built at the bottom of Adderley Street and 
included a pavilion where ballets and classical music concerts were 
hosted. As a result, the Promenade Pier was a major social attraction 
of Cape Town from 1910 to 1939. 

Å It was demolished in 1939 giving way to the foreshore, and roads, 
infrastructure and high -rise buildings that now stand in its place.  

Pavilion Café.
A view of the pavilion café and Parisian stairway.

Published by The Valentine & Sons Publishing Co. 

Ltd. Photographer unknown. Unused.

Promenade Circus.
Divided picture postcard published by The Valentine 

& Sons Publishing Co. Ltd.

Unused.

Harbour Pier
A view of the harbour pier at the end of 

Adderley Street. In the foreground is the 

pavilion.

Picture postcard published by The 

Valentine & Sons Publishing Co. Ltd.

Photographer unknown



Esplanade
ÅThe Esplanade  was on the eastern  side of the  Promenade and ran  along the waters  edge in  front  of the  

Castle . Like  the Harbour  Pier,  it  was demolished  1939 to make way for  the Foreshore and Duncan  Docks. 

Esplanade
A view of the esplanade looking north towards the Harbour Pier.

Colourised picture postcard, published by The Valentine & Sons 

Publishing Co. Ltd. 

Photographer unknown. Not used

Promenade Pier. 
Picture postcard with view of the Promenade looking 

in an easterly direction.

Published The Valentine & Sons Publishing Co. Ltd.

Photographer unknown. Unused.  



Adderley Street

ÅUntil 1939 when the Foreshore was established Adderley 
Street extended north from the Company Gardens to the 
Harbour Pier/Promenade. 

Adderley Street 
A view up Adderley Street from the harbour jetty. On the right 

is a statue of Jan van Riebeeck which was commissioned by 

Cecil John Rhodes.

Undivided picture postcard sent from Melmoth, Natal to 

England. 

Natal King Edward VII 1d.revenue and postage stamp. 

Date stamped 3 July 1903

Adderley Street
Another view of Adderley Street from the Harbour 

Jetty. Colourised picture postcard published as part of 

the òVernonó Series.

Publisher and photographer unknow.



Foreshore

ÅThe Foreshore is situated 

between the historic city centre 

and the modern Port of Cape 

Town. 

Å It is built on land reclaimed 

from Table Bay in the 1930õs 

and 1940õs in connection with 

the construction of the Duncan 

Dock to replace the old 

harbour. Much of the 

Foreshore area is occupied by 

office blocks and transport 

infrastructure for the port and 

Cape Town Railway Station. 

Foreshore
A view of the fountain on the Foreshore at the foot of Adderley Street.

Circa 1962. 

Unused picture postcard. Photograph by Terence J. McNally.



Heerengracht

ÅUntil 1850 Adderley Street was known 
as the Heerengracht. It was so named 
as it was the route taken on foot by 
Dutch officials (òHeerenó) from the 
original fort to the Company Gardens 
along the canal (ògrachtó). 

ÅThe Promenade pier was demolished in 
1939 to make way for the reclamation of 
the sea to establish the foreshore and 
construct the Duncan Dock harbour. 
Adderley Street was thus extended from 
Strand Street to the new harbour. This 
stretch of the street was named 
Heerengracht

Adderley Street
Another view of Adderley Street taken from the Sanlam Centre.

Photograph by Terence McNally

Unused 



Lower Adderley Street

ÅOriginally Adderley Street started at Strand 
Street running in a southwesterly direction.  

Lower Adderley Street
A view up Adderley Street from the corner with Strand Street.

Colourised picture postcard posted from Cape Town to Kimberley on 

15 December 1914.

Union of SA King George V postage stamp cancelled at Cape Town 

Post Office.

Adderley Street
A view of Adderley Street from the top of the G.P.O. tower. 

Prominent centre -right is the Stuttaford Store building.

Unused divided picture postcard Published by The Valentine & 

Sons Publishing Co. Ltd. 



Exchange Place

ÅIn the 1850õs the character of 
Adderley Street changed from 
from a residential to commercial 
centre of the city. Buildings 
such as the Exchange Place 
were designed and built in a 
Gothic Renaissance style of 
architecture. 

ÅExchange Place was located on 
the corner of Adderley and 
Riebeeck Streets, adjacent to 
the Garlickõs department store

Exchange Place
Used divided picture postcard dated 29 October 1911. 

Published by John G. Bain. Photographer unknown

No postage stamp affixed.


