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“Basket Trick” Postcards

In this context definitely not a staged skilful illusion act, sequence of a magic routine or circus performance
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Postcard from a passenger, Bella, to her father
SAPSCO Real Photo, PO Box 5792, Johannesburg - DB

It refers to a crane-operated transfer device used for boarding or
landing passengers from a vessel or Mailboat

Landing Passengers at Coast Ports 4

G.W.W. Series. (George Wash/ngton Vl///son) Posted E.L. to Lancash/re 1904 - UB



The Basket

Postcard from a passenger,
Bella, to her father

SAPSCO Real Photo, PO Box
5792, Johannesburg - DB



The Process - Arrival

It was practiced at many colonial-era surf ports in Africa. In South Africa, East Londen were well known for this.
It surely was a somewhat stressful exercise for some, but quite an experience for all

The experience commenced with the arrival of the Mailboats and concluded with their subsequent departure

The Landing Jetty, East London, S.R.
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Tugboat on its way to assist the incoming steamer Passengers awaiting their fate
Publisher unknown Publisher unknown



Transfer from Steamship

This method was used long before modern gangways or deep-water
harbours existed

People entered the basket for the operation to start
The basket was then hoisted out over the ship’s side...
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Entering the Basket - The notice above the door
reads LADIES, CHILDREN FIRST

Publisher unknown

n

N

N

b

.

E La,ndmg at Goast Ports—Transfernng Pa.ssengezﬁ in Basket from Steamship to Tender z Q |
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G.W.W. Series. (George Washington Wilson) Posted E.L. to Lancashire 1904 - UB




The transfer

Posted from Cambridge, East
London, to Salisbury in Wiltshire in
1904

J.C. Juta & Co., East London - UB

..dangling above the water

Posted from Durban on 16
July 1904 to Bergen, Norway
Sallo Epstein & Co. Durban -

UB
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Landmg Passengers in Basket, East London Roadstead
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Transfer

Boatmen reached up with
outstretched arms to
steady the swinging load

Publisher unknown - DB
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Landing Passengers, East London.

DB Hallis & Co. Port ¥
Elizabeth - DB




Onto Dry Land

Safe landing at the jetty
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iblished by Hallis & C,
Port- Elizabeth

Tender shown identified as S.S. Penguin, (1899-1924)
Hallis & Co. Port Elizabeth - DB

Posted from East London to Barkly East in 1908
Hallis & Co. Port Elizabeth - DB



Departure

The experience started with the arrival (and departure) of the Mailboats
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: i Tugg leaving for Maii, Hast London. Port-Elizabeth
"Departure of a passenger steamer of the Deutsche Ost-Afrika Linie" written on back Posted from Bolo to East London in 1906

C.AW. Grin - DB Hallis & Co. Port Elizabeth - DB



Posted from Johannesburg to St. Louis, Missouri,
in 1905.
Sallo Epstein & Co. Durban - UB

From vessel
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Tender identified as "Stork™, Built Leith, Scotland
Scuttled near Durban 1958
Publisher unknown - DB




From vessel
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Landing along the Africa coast
Publisher unknown - DB
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