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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND TO BRITISH BECHUANALAND

The town of Vryburg (Vrijburg in Dutch), originally named Endvogelfontein, founded In
1882 and declared the capital of the Republic of Stellaland, under the leadership of
elected President, GJ van Niekerk.

In 1883 the State of Goshen and the Stellaland Republic merged to form the United States
of Stellaland.

At the behest of the British Government, Sir Charles Warren, with a force of 4,000 men, was
despatched to capture the 2 Boer Republics. On 7 February 1885 Vryburg was occupied,
and by 8 April 1885 Warren reported that the republics had collapsed and were under
British control .

On 30 September 1885, Stellaland, Goshen and other territories to the south of
the Molopo and Nossob rivers (excluding Griqualand West) were constituted asthe Crown
Colony of British Bechuanaland.

British Bechuanaland was annexed to the Cape Colony on 16 November 1895.
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CROWN COLONY OF BRITISH BECHUANALAND: 30 SEPTEMBER 1885 a16 NOVEMBER 1895




TOWNSHEND & SON, VRYBURG.

In 1885, Walter Waters Townshend and his son, Philip
Townshend, arrived in Vryburg, British Bechuanaland, and
set up the + ~ z ~ |[firstipermanent printing works. During
the period 1885-1888, the firm functioned primarily as a
contractor to the colonial administration responsible for
official forms, legislative proclamations and government
notices. On 1 June 1888 the first issue of the Bechuanaland
News and Vryburg Advertiser , was published. The
Bechuanaland News served both Vryburg and Mafeking .

In 1898, the printing business, encompassing the
Bechuanaland News, was sold to A.J. McNally who in turn
sold the business to Christian Zinn in 1901.

In November 1895, British Bechuanaland was annexed to
the Cape Colony and Townshend & N ~ | dowrtract with the
colonial administration ended .

FIRST PRINTING WORKS IN VRYBURG, 1893.
Owned by Philip Townshend



P. TOWNSHEND & Co,
VRYBURG.

In 1888, P. Townshend & Co. were
awarded a contract to  print
surcharges on British Bechuanaland
postage & revenue stamps and
overprint é* 2 s®kgr ~| “on”
Cape of Good Hope postage stamps.

The early issues of the Bechuanaland
Protectorate utilised British
Bechuanaland postage & revenue
stamps, which were overprinted
€J? ~®k g@nrd? h ®dorde cases
surcharged, by P. Townshend & Co.,
who also surcharged and overprinted
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of Good Hope postage stamps.
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TOWNSHEND & SON, MAFEKING.

By 1899, Arthur Walter Townshend together with his father Walter
Waters and his brother Philip, had established a printing works in
Mafeking . It appears that the Townshend's and their respective families
were in Mafeking for the duration of the siege.

On 20 May 1899, the first issue of the Mafeking Mail and Protectorate S, [ Wﬂﬁ Gdl
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Guardian was published . The final regular issue, number 22, was  fmme RIE Daion |
published on 14 October 1899, coinciding with the first day of the ° T —
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siege of Mafeking . After a brief € N 8 k §isgé z i s ® en~2[L ©ctober, ”?‘%g&?“ gg;gg»;g;gg gﬁ;gggéuﬂg *‘,;
the paper transitioned into a condensed format on 1 November, under B 2 i, S
the name The Mafeking Mail Special Siege Slips. The siege slips were VB B gy
famously subtited & 7 « « Ddily, Shells J k @ { s ®®.N.H.qV&hales

served as editor and manager of the Special Siege Slips.

During the siege, Townshend & Son, Mafeking were also responsible for
surcharging various Cape of Good Hope, British Bechuanaland and
Bechuanaland Protectorate stamps with the words € ? » p k ¥ b &« § k @
Townshend & Son were responsible for the perforations and gumming
of the photographic sheets of the locally produced Bicycle & Goodyear
é f z standps. 6
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TOWNSHEND & SON, VRYBURG
POSTCARDS

The Runner Post No. 12 of September 1988

1.
2.
3.

illustrated  eleven unused P~p| «r k *
5. Soldiers' Graves, Vryburg Cemetery.

6. The Hospital, Vryburg.
7. A Glimpse of Vryburg from the South.

vignette postcards. This was followed, some
24 yearson, by Brian 4 k | k { ~cdverage in
the Runner Post Issue No. 82, winter 2011/12,
pages 2054 through 2059. A total of 17
postcards were listed and illustrated except
for € " p ®da®y Rains Vryburg, 1903¢& which
was illustrated in the Runner Post No.12 page
211.

| can now confirm 19 Townshendcards, of which
18 are shown. The elusive /5 'n Bdavy Rains
Vryburg,1903rs not.

When and where the postcards were printed is
discussed later.
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13
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15.

16
17
18

19.

Vryburg and Surrounds
Market Street Vryburg, 1895.
The Trees in Market Street, Vryburg 1900.
Vryburg Town Guard: 1900.
Momento of War: Burgher Camp, Vryburg.

A Native Wedding: Vryburg Location.
Old Post Office Vryburg. not illustrated in Runner Post No.82
. Tiger Kloof, Vryburg: A Picnic Party . not illustrated in Runner Post No.82
. Groot Chwaing Salt Pan: Near Vryburg.
. After Heavy Rains: Vryburg 1903. "Not shown"
. Vryburg: The Willows
Kuruman
. The Garden Walk, Kuruman.
A Cape Policeman's Home: Kuruman.
General
. Native Huts: A Bechuanaland Snapshot.
. Crossing the Vaal River.
. Crossing a "Drift", South Africa.
View of the Crocodile River, South Africa.



MARKET STREET, VRYBURG, 1895. THE TREES IN MARKET STREET, VRYBURG, 1900

TOWNSHEND & SON, VRYBURG.

Officially named Vryburg on 15 November 1882. By 1884, the town consisted of about 20 houses. The Cape
Colony Directory of 1901, describes Vryburg as é "town and railway station on C.G.R, 774 miles from Cape
Town, having a Civil Commissioner and Resident Magistrate . Bank: Standard. PO., T.O. and M.0O.O. Hotels and
Churches, Town Hall and Public Library. Population: White 1,500; Black 2,000. The town is the northern

terminus of the C.G.R,, and the southern terminus of the Rhodesian Railway, which is leased by the C.G.Ré
8



VRYBURG TOWN GUARD: 1900 .

Vryburg was occupied by the Boers during the initial stages of the Boer War. The Boers, supported by some
of the local inhabitants, easily took the town with minimal resistance due to weak British military presence.
Vryburg, along with the surrounding Stellaland area, was annexed and incorporated into the Zuid Afrikaanse
Republiek. In May 1900, British forces recaptured Vryburg and remained in control for the duration of the war.

The photograph used for the postcard, was in all likelihood taken after May 1900 and there is a possibility that

Philip Townshend is in the photograph . o



VRYBURG VOLUNTEERS AND VRYBURG TOWN GUARD

Members of the Vryburg Volunteers participated in earlier conflicts like the Bechuanaland
Campaign of 1896 al897, and were eligible for the Cape of Good Hope General Service Medal

(CGHGSM) with a "Bechuanaland" clasp.

Members of the Vryburg Town Guard served during the Second Anglo -Boer War (1899-1902). They
were eligible for the Queen's South Africa Medal (QSAM) |, typically with a "Cape Colony" clasp.
Approximately 191 QSA medals were awarded to members of the Vryburg Town Guard.

J67>7) PBW@N6/ @-i N 2?2/ -"

Philip Townshend held the rank of Sargeant -Major in the
Vryburg Volunteers and was awarded the CGHGSM with

Bechuanaland clasp .
As a member of the Vryburg Town Guard, with the rank of @

Captain, he was awarded the QSAM.
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MOMENTO OF WAR: BURGHER CAMP, VRYBURG. NB>-7/ MNi 5M"V/ NI VMY* QM

MEMENTc oF War: BURGHER CAMP, VRYBURG.

SoLpIERS’ GRAVES, VRYBURG CEMETERY.

TOWNSHEND & SON, VRYBURG.
TOWNSHEND & SON. VRYBURG.

When the camp was established is unclear. The first As military action in and around Vryburg during
reference to its existence appeared in April 1901. At the Boer War was very limited, it is likely that most
the time it housed 100 whites, 40 é | | k « s &antl f z &f «hé& soldiers, who are buried in the cemetery,

1061 blacks. died due to disease. The hospital can be seen on

the horizon, circled in red. 9



THE HOSPITAL, VRYBURG.

THE HosrPiTAL, VRYBUR

Ther ~ « 8 soBging ¢an be traced back to a small facility established in 1893.
The hospital served Vryburg until 1947 when a new 67 bed hospital was
opened .



A GLIMPSE OF VRYBURG FROM THE SOUTH.
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In the foreground stone ramps can be seen which
were to facilitate the loading and unloading of
livestock and other goods .

A NATIVE WEDDING: VRYBURG LOCATION.

A NaTive WEDDING: znvauac LocaTioN.
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The number of € f 2 s inkwki#® dresses with veils
suggest a multiple wedding ceremony.
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OLD POST OFFICE, VRYBURG. OLD POST OFFICE, VRYBURG.
ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPH BY W. KLISSER
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