
 

STEAM LOCOMOTIVES BUILT IN EUROPE IN THE 19TH CENTURY 

 

 

Objective. This presentation aims to show the 

importance of steam locomotives as motifs on the 

philatelic material. At the same time, the different 

quality and characteristics of philatelic material of 

different countries will be shown in this way. 

Scope. The main scope of the exhibit is to display 

philatelic material, that is stamps, sheets and covers, 

with motifs of steam locomotives produced in the 

19th century in United Kingdom and Germany. The 

material will be exposed regardless of the country 

and time of issuing. 

Context. Steam locomotives played a very 

significant role in the development of industry, 

economy and the transportation of passengers and 

goods. The beginning of the idea of railway 

transport is linked to United Kingdom, and then 

Germany. These two countries are considered 

pioneers in the design and construction of steam 

locomotives and in the development of rail transport 

in Europe. Also, steam locomotives were exported 

to a large number of countries around the world. 

Such importance of steam locomotives is reflected 

in their frequent appearance as a motif on philatelic 

material in almost every country. 

Treatment. Starting from the fact that the exhibit is 

limited to displaying steam locomotives built in 

United Kingdom and Germany, all the material is 

divided into two basic groups: 

1. Steam locomotives built in the United 

Kingdom (pages 2-10), 

2. Steam locomotives built in the Germany 

(pages 11-16). 

Within these two basic groups, no specific 

presentation criteria have been established, but a 

flexible approach has been applied, which, to the 

extent possible, is based on a unified presentation of 

material related to a specific locomotive. 

Importance. The significance of the exhibit lies in 

the detailed explanation of the philatelic aspects of 

the material, such as printing, design, context and 

characteristics of the philatelic approach of 

individual countries in the period of issue of the 

specific material. In addition, bearing in mind that 

in a large number of cases the motifs are depicted 

with a lot of details of the steam locomotive, certain 

technical characteristics of the locomotive are also 

explained. 

In this way, not only the philatelic, but also the 

technical significance of the material is highlighted. 

Also, some sheets had primarily philatelic 

significance, and were less used in regular postal 

traffic. For this reason, they are characterized by a 

combination of rich design and technical precision 

of motifs. 

Knowledge & research. During the research, in 

addition to the generally known philatelic 

catalogues, professional literature was used. 

As a very important source of technical knowledge 

about steam locomotives are used: 

1. German Express Steam Locomotives, by 

Andreas Knipping, 2016; 

2. The Railways of the World, by Ernest 

Protheroe, 2018; 

3. The Steam Locomotive: An Engineering 

History, by Ken Gibbs, 2012; 

4. The Independent Locomotive Builders: An 

overall history survey, by Anthony Burton, 

2025. 

Condition. All material is well above average level 

of quality. 

Rarity. Some of the covers are private editions, 

issued to mark a certain event or anniversary. 

Therefore, they are limited editions of around 1000 

copies, but the exact print run cannot be reliably 

determined. 

In terms of sheets issued primarily for philatelic 

purposes, their print run is significantly smaller than 

material whose primary reason of issue is regular 

postal traffic. 

Presentation. With special attention to details and 

clear differences in the color of the text depending 

on the nature of the subject being presented. 

Errors on the philatelic material are marked in red. 
 

                                 Exhibit by 

                             Siniša Moravac 

                             Pobeda, Serbia                                            
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