THE BALLOON MAILS OF INDIA
(1963-2021)

Introduction :

-Balloon carried mail became a philatelic speciality when clubs and organiser arranged flights to carry covers bearing cachets and
cancellations, by an hot air, hydrogen or helium gas filled balloon. Balloon Mail represents a specialised area of Acrophilately
~The history of man's dream to fly like birds is immemorial, -The first attempt appears to have been directed to fly in the manner of
birds, the idea of machine was later suggested by an Italian scientist and engineer, 'Leonardo da Vinei'.
-The Montgolfier brothers, Joseph-Michel and Jacques-Etienne, French Papermakers, invented the First practical hot air balloon,
on 4th June, 1783, but were not the first passengers.

-A Frenchman 'Jean Francois Pilatre de Rozier' was the First human being to make an ascent in the sky in a balloon on

21" November, 1783,

-On 21st November, 1783 Science teacher, Jean Francois Pilatre de Rozier & Francois Laurent, and the Marquis de Arlandes rose up
the sky from 'Paris' and passed right over the city being in the air for 25 minutes, landed at about 5 miles away from the place of
ascent.

“The First balloon flight in Calcutta (India) took place from the Garden Reach by ‘Mr. Dimitri Robertson’, a French aeronaut, in
his hydrogen gas filled balloon on 16™ March, 1836, in which some mails were carried. But these examples are unknown.

-On 23rd September 1870, the balloon, '"NEPTUNE' was released from Paris with letters. Throughout the siege of Paris, '69
mails carrying flights' were made and many thousand covers and cards were flown.

These are the 'First Official Balloon Service in the World'.*

-Later, In India, balloon flights were made as early as 1877 by Joseph Lynn at Bombay and Percival Spencer at Calcutta in 1889.

-The 'First Native Balloon Flight' attempt successfully conducted in India by 'Babu Ram Chandra Chatterji', an acrobat and
Director of the Great India United Circus Co., in his own Balloon "The City of Calcutta' will take place on Saturday, 4th May 1889,
from the Gas Work Grounds at 5.10pm. After 40 minutes of the aerial voyage the balloon landed safely at 5.50pm at Natagore, a
village near Sodepur.

_Later Ram Chandra Chatterji formed the 'Chatterji Balloon Company' in Calcutta and made several balloon ascents with suecess.
-On 14th January, 1941 the Indian Airmail Society of Calcutta had released "two balloons for observation flights' to ascertain the
weight lifting capacity 'along with some messages'. The first balloon dropped it's messages at Ellen Borough Course and the other
at Ladies Golf Course Pavilion.

-sIndia’s First recorded organised philatelic Balloon Flight took place in Bangalore on 14" November, 1963.

-In this age of Jets & Rockets, Balloon Post is obsolete now and kept alive by the philatelists only. It is popular as adjuncts to
exhibition, fete or allied to some famous events.

-Many countries have sponsored balloon flights and issued also postage stamps and special covers.

The Purpose and Scope :

This exhibit studies & illustrates the ‘Balloon Carried Mails in India’, from first organised philatelic balloon flight in 1963 to
modern balloon mail activities upto latest 2021.

It includes all genuinely flown balloon flight covers, official and semi-official flights, commemorative and centenary issues,
ballooning clubs flights, and modern festival/event balloon mails.

An efforts. are being made to preserve their history and they continue to inspire awe and wonder.

Treatment and Presentation : In this exhibit-

-An attempt to study and display all the organised Philatelic Balloon Mail Flights flights in India till today, between 1963 to
2021. The Balloon Mails only those which are genuinely flown and connected with Indian Philately are displayed herewith.
_For each balloon mail information is given on the purpose of flight, flight date, took-off & landing destination, pilot, organiser,
cachets, special cancellations etc.

-Comparatively to other flown items Balloon Mails Sr.No. 5-10, 15-18. 21, 26-28 are scarce and very significant.

_The Balloon Mails are arranged in chronological order. -Important and rare items are shown with red arrow.

Plan of Exhibit : Balloon flights were made and Balloon Mails are as follows-

Sr.No. Particulars. Balloon Mail No. Page No.
il Title Page - l

2. Early Experimental & Philatelic Flights. 1-4 2-3
3. Balloon Mail Centenary & National & Intl. Exhibitions Flights. 5-8 4-5
4. Organised Ballooning Clubs & Special Flights. 9-26 6-14
5. Modemn Festivals/Events Flights. 27-30 15-16
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#27) Special Balloon Mail @ MAHAPEX-2004.
Nagpur-Kamptee. Special Balloon Mail Flight, to commemorates 150th year of Department of Posts
and ' MAHAPEX-2004', Maharashtra State Philatelic Exhibition. Date : 10th January 2004.Take off
:Nagpur GPO, Landed at :DhabaWadi, Nagpur, due to adverse wind conditions.
The mail was taken from the place of landing to Kamptee H.O. by road for delivery.
Pilot : Capt Wasan.Signed by Pilot on reverse.
Balloon Mela
New Delhi, India
13-28 Nov 2010
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