
THE ROCKET MAILS OF INDIA 
(1934-1937) 

 

Introduction : 
-The transportation of mail by rocket represents one of the most fascinating experimental developments in postal 

history. 
-India occupies a most significant position in world rocket mail history through the pioneering work of 

Stephen Hector Taylor-Smith during the 1930s and 1940s. His experiments demonstrated the possibility of 

carrying mail by rocket across rivers, difficult terrain, and remote locations. 
-These experimental flights resulted in the creation of distinctive postal material including carried covers, 

missives, cards, cachets, labels, cancellations, hand stamps and documents.  

-The surviving material today provides an important record of innovation in indian rocket mail experiments.  

 

Purpose & Scope : 
The purpose of this exhibit is to demonstrate and illustrate the historical importance,  development and 

postal significance of rocket mail experiments conducted in India. The exhibit covers - 
• Background and origin of rocket mail experiments in India. 
• Experimental rocket mail flights from 1934 onward. 
• Development of rocket designs and methods of operation. 
• Rocket mail cachets, labels, cancellations, and auxiliary markings. 
• Important and special flights. 
• Rare and unusual postal material. 
• India's contribution to world rocket postal history. 

Period Covered : 1934–1944  
 

Treatment & Presentation : 
-An attempt to study and display most of the important and rare rocket mails of india, from first rocket 

mail experiments in 1934 to advanced rocket mail experiments upto 1944. 
-It includes flown examples of Calcutta RMs, Special event RMs, Sikkim RMs, Telescopic RMs, 

Propoganda RMs, Coronation RMs, Rocket Train RMs, War Rocket Experiments etc.. 
-Most of the covers, missives, cards etc. despatched from the nearest post office. 
-For each rocket mail information is given on rocket no., date, place, flown covers, labels/vignettes, cachets, 

cancellation etc. to illustrate the progression and significance of these experimental flights. 
-The exhibit showcases most of the rare items and it is arranged chronologically and by subject to illustrate 

the evolution and operation of Indian rocket mail experiments. 

 

Plan of Exhibit :  
1) Calcutta Rocket Experiments. 
2) Special Event Rocket Experiments. 

3) Telescopic Rocket Experiments. 
4) Coronation Rocket Experiments. 
5) Rocket Train Experiments. 

6) Rocket Experiments of 1938. 

7) War Rocket Experiments. 
8) Sikkim Rocket Experiments. 
9) Propoganda Rocket Experiments. 
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INDIAN ROCKET MAILS 

Rocket No. 1 - Date : 30 � September, 1934 
First Indian Rocket Mail 

Ship to Shore off Saugor Island near Calcutta 
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The First Indian Rocket Mail experiment had taken place at sea, from 
Ship to Shore, off Saugor Island on 30 � September, 1934. The rocket used was 
locally manufactured by the firm of The Orient Fireworks Co. of Calcutta. The 
fuse of the rocket was ignited by Mr. Charles Potten, the Captain of the Despatch 
vessel "Pancy", without success; as his second effort also failed, the Chief 
Officer of the ship, Mr. E. T. Day tried his hand at igniting the fuse, but he also 
failed, which led Mr. S. E. Woolman, the Chief Engineer to try, again with no 
success. Finally, the experimenter himself was successful in igniting the fuse of 
the Rocket, which rose and burst in mid-air. It carried 143 letters, which owing to 
the mid-air burst, scattered in many directions. 140 letters were saved and 3 
were lost. The salvaged letters were handed over to Mr. W. Shenton, the 
Lighthouse Keeper of Sauger Island, who cancelled the letters with a postmark, 
"Sauger Island : 30 SE 34." The flown covers have a vignette in green and red 
affixed on them, and have a single line strike of "First Firing. Ship to Shore" 
cachet in violet. 

Rocket No. 1 : Flown Covers (140) 
(a): Vignette (green and red, 257) 
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